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Status of Women Education in India
Abhinav Chaudhary
Research Scholar
Chaudhary Charan Singh University
Meerut (U.P.)
Abstract
Women are an important element of our Society. The modern society has started recognizing the individual identity
of women. She is believed to have her aspiration, abilities and qualities as a man does have and it is also agreed that
she should have the opportunities to develop her skills and to express them according to her own choice. Education of
women has been one of the strongest drivers of social evolution over the past century and is acknowledged as essential
for addressing the global challenges facing humanity. Women are increasingly engaged in decision making, promoting
their own views and requests, and demanding accountability. Patriarchal structures are increasingly challenged around
the world. The process toward gender political-economic equality seems irreversible.
Keywords : Education, Women Empowerment, Literacy Rate, Women Status, Education of Women
Introduction
“It is impossible to think about the welfare of the world unless the condition of women is improved. It is impossible for
a bird to fly on only one wing.” — Swami Vivekananda
Women’s education in India plays a very important role in the overall development of the country. It not only helps in
the development of half of the human resources, but in improving the quality of life at home and outside. With the whole
world celebrating International Women’s Day with great pomp and show, it would be only apt to analyze the position and
space Indian women occupy today, and comparing it to the times 60 years ago when the country had just gained independence.
With the women participating in nationalist movements to being pushed into the domestic household space, to their
resurgence as the super-women today, women in our country have seen it all.
There have been innumerable debates about gender in India over the years. Much of it includes women’s positing in
society, their education, health, economic position, gender equality etc. What one can conclude from such discussions is
that women have always held a certain paradoxical position in our developing country. On other hand, the country has
seen an increased percentage of literacy among women, and women are allowed to enter into professional fields, while on
the other hand the practices of female infanticide, poor health conditions and lack of education still persisting still continue.
Even the patriarchal ideology of the home being women’s real domain and marriage being her ultimate destiny hasn’t
changed much. The matrimonial advertisements, demanding girls of the same caste, with fair skin and slim figure, or the
much criticized fair and lovely ads, are indicators of the slow changing social mores. If one looks at the status of women
then and now, one has to look at two sides of the coin; one side which is promising, and one side which is bleak.
Legacy of Women Education in India
Historically women have participated in all spheres of life with courage and gusto. Indian Higher Education system
is no exception. Indian mythology is rich with stories of highly educated and evolved women. So much so that our deity
of learning is also a woman! One can trace the historical evidence of ancient Indian Education to the 3rd century BC.
Those days education was imparted orally and many women scholars participated in this. When Buddhism spread to
India, some world famous educational institutions such as Nalanda, Vikramshila and Takshila were established. Research
shows that a number of women were enrolled in these temples of learning. These universities flourished from about 5th
century to 13th century. In the 11th century the Muslim rulers helped establish universities at Delhi, Lucknow and
Allahabad. Women participated in all fields of knowledge like theology, religion, philosophy, fine arts, astronomy etc.
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule, Periyar and Baba Saheb Ambedkar were leaders of the lower castes in India who took
various initiatives to make education available to the women of India. However women’s education got a fillip after the
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country got independence in 1947 and the government has taken various measures to provide education to all Indian
women.
As a result women’s literacy rate has grown over the three decades and the growth of female literacy has in fact been
higher than that of male literacy rate. While in 1971 only 22% of Indian women were literate, by the end of 2001 54.16%
female were literate. The growth of female literacy rate is 14.87% as compared to 11.72 % of that of male literacy rate.
Why women are not educated in India
In Asia, India has the lowest rates of female literacy. This is attributed to the fact the country has a biased outlook
towards the education of women. The Indian society feels that a woman is a liability who will one time get married and
will not contribute the economic and social development of the family. The society perceives a woman as somebody who
cannot do other duties apart from her traditional duties of cooking and housekeeping. As a result, the society considers
home training more important as compared to formal education.
Another contributing factor is the rapid growth of the population. Most Indian households have a number of children
whose needs are much higher than their earning capacity. This leads to the neglect of the girl education and put more
emphasis on the education of the boy child. In this instance, marriage is taken more seriously as opposed to education
hence a number of Indian girls are married at a younger age. This becomes as an impediment in the education of the Indian
woman.
Importance of women education in India
An educated woman reduces the chances of her child dying before the age of five. The chances of controlling the
population are high as an educated woman is likely to marry at a later age as opposed to uneducated woman.
Education plays a critical role in the development of a nation whether it is social or economic growth. A nation can be
educated in the real sense of the term, when its entire population is educated. Over the years, India’s literacy rate has
improved manifold from 12% in 1947 to 74.4% in 2011. Even though, the literacy rate is still below the average of 84%
around the world. As per 2011 census report, out of 77,84,54,120 individuals who are considered literate in India,
44,42,03,762 of them are male and 33,42,50,358 are female.
If you look at the percentage of educated people, there is a huge gap between male (82.14%, in 2011) and female
(65.46%, in 2011) literacy rates in India. Low women literacy rate has a huge negative impact on the overall growth and
development of the society – where women are majorly responsible for child care and development. As per research
results, it is proved that children who are taken care by educated mom are well-nourished and have all-rounded development.
Though slow, in the last decade (2001-2011) the gender gap is seen to be narrowing rapidly – women literacy rate has
been growing at 11.8% and men at 6.9%.
Why Education is Indispensable for Women?
As per a UN report, education for women is the single most effective way to improve lives and health of a family and
a society at large. A woman with education is a powerful person, she has the power to educate the children in her family,
guide them in taking decisions, contribute economically and offer valuable inputs for improvement on home and social
front. Women constitute almost half of a country’s population, when 50% of the population is denied education – a nation
remains underdeveloped. Empowered women contribute to the development of the society, community and nation in
numerous ways.
Education is the most important power that shape the lives of mankind. It empowers with the ability to think, reason,
take appropriate decisions and protect oneself from oppression & abuse. However, in most of the developing world
around the globe including India, women are often denied of education opportunities. Even though, women constitute
48% of the total population in India – the women literacy rate in urban area is 79.11% as against 88.76% males, and the
figures are even lower in the rural scenario where 57.93% women are literate as against 77.15% literate males. In 2014,
India GDP growth ranges between 4.6% – 5.3% (1st – 3rd Quarter) and this growth percentage can be drastically
improved if women are educated and starts contributing equally economically.
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Benefits of Women Education
•

Women who are educated are able to take charge of their future.

•

They earn and contribute to their family income.

•

Women who are educated help reduce child and maternal mortality.

•

Educated women are better equipped to take care of their children.

•

They are less likely to be taken advantage of and lowers exposure to domestic abuse.

•

Have great confidence and takes right decisions.

•

Contributes in a positive way to the society and the nation at large.

•

When women are included in key decision-making positions, they take holistic decisions for the development of the
society.

•

Including women in politics tend to have different growth dimensions.

Factors Responsible for Poor Female Literacy Rate
•

Gender based inequality.

•

Social discrimination and economic exploitation.

•

Occupation of girl child in domestic chores.

•

Low enrolment of girls in schools.

•

Low retention rate and high dropout rate.

Conclusion
Until the middle of nineteenth century, girls and women were educated only for traditional household works. Now, the
society is witnessing changes in the role-status of women. There is greater emphasis on education girls and women in the
same way as we educate boys and men. The modern day parents want to fulfill the aspiration of their children without
gender parity. India is now a leading country in the field of women education. History of India is never blank of brave
women however it is full of women philosophers. All the famous historical women in India are inspiration for the women
of this age. The educated women should insist on exercising their civil, social, political and economic rights. This will
help improve the overall condition of women in the society. We can hope for better days while all women of our country
will be enlightened and educated. Education of women can be helpful in eradicating many social evils such as dowry
problem, unemployment problem, etc. Social peace can easily be established.
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Role of Education in Controlling Female Foeticide
Ankita Vyas,
M.A.
Amity Institute of English Studies and Research,
Amity University, Noida

Paridhi Chaudhary
Ph.D. Scholar
Amity Institute of English Studies and Research,
Amity University, Noida
Abstract

Female Foeticide is killing of a girl child in mother’s womb or right after her birth. In India, it is very commonly
practiced issue which has resulted in a decline of male-female sex ratio. Rural areas are particular places where such
practices take place because of illiteracy in both women and men. Education plays a very important role in controlling
female foeticide because if a woman is educated then she would understand the value of having a child be it a girl child
and would also make her family understand the whole situation. Indian people take girls as a liability and take them
as a burden because in their marriages they have to give dowry which makes them fearful and in turn leads to the
abortion of the girl child without even a straight thought that both girls and boys have equal rights in the society.
Education helps them to clear their thoughts about a girl child and expands the horizons of thinking and understanding
and that is the greatest gift. Education not only helps an individual but changes the mind-set of entire society and hence
the issue can be controlled on a larger scale.
Keywords : Female foeticide, killing, girl child, illiteracy, education, dowry, abortion.
Commonly practiced issue whose roots go deep down to historical ages and yet continue today also. India, the land
where people worship Goddesses and on the same plain kill their own girl child. One of the biggest reasons behind this
cruel act is the lack of education. People do not understand that a girl child has the same rights as that of a boy child and
hence she, on the human grounds, must be treated equally. (Puri,2007)
India is also a place where in the mane of religion, cast, creed etc, orthodoxies still prevail. One such orthodox
practice is Dowry system where a girl’s family is supposed to give gifts, money or other accessories as a ‘gift’ to
bridegroom’s family and then only she will gain the status of a wife and would be accepted. (Garg, 2008)
This act has a very dark side also as if the bride’s family is unable to pay the dowry, the bride would be harassed,
tortured , beaten, sent back home or in worst cases may be killed. Such a dark side to a practice is what makes it banned
and illegal in the country. But half of India’s population is unaware of their rights, duties, what is illegal and what is not
due to lack of education. Just because the bride’s family is unaware of their rights, they happen to blame their girl child,
consider them as a curse and thus plan to abort them.
Girls in India have never been given equal rights as that of boys. (Kusum, Anju, 2013) Parents of a lot of girl children
consider raising them as headaches and as somebody who will earn for her husband’s family and thus is no use for them.
Such low and orthodox thinking is actually a result of illiteracy. Education broadens the mindset of people and makes
them aware of their basic rights.
If we look at the statistics (below picture), Haryana, Punjab, U.P, Delhi are the places with lowest literacy rates
whereas in states like Kerala, Tripura, Mizoram it is moderately high. Thus practices like Dowry are more prominent in
states with low literacy rates.
The decline in the sex ratios is a major concern as in states like Haryana, Punjab where farming is the major occupation
people want their families to only raise male child who can take care of familial occupation and thus female foeticide is
happening at a large scale.(Chunkath,Athreya, 1997) According to census figure (1991), sex ratio was 947 girls to
1000boys but after ten years, India is seeing a decline and the ratio has fallen to 927 girls per 1000boys.
All over education and women education are both very important tasks. As we can see in the below picture, over all
literacy levels are increasing but still it is not enough. Every year, there is a decline in the female literacy levels and it is
pretty low as compared to that of males.

8

WJASR / ISSN 2249-4197

It is very important for families to understand that girls are not a liability; they are very much capable of earning and
supporting their families provided they are given proper education and support from the family. One educated woman will
definitely understand the needs of education and as it is said “you educate a man, you educate a man, you educated a
woman, you educate a generation”.
In recent times, India’s P.M Modi has started a “Girl Raising” campaign where he wants to focus on the evils like
female foeticide and how it can be controlled. His “Beti Bachao Beti Padhao” initiate is also very well accepted and
appreciated but mere one or two programmes are not enough for a huge country like India. Hopefully in the future comes
up with better strategies to stop this problem of female foeticide.
References:
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Role of Imparting Nutrition Education among Women for the Improvement in Health
Status of the Family
Aarti Malhosia
Department of Physics,
P.G. Autonomous College,
Bhopal, (M.P)

Nitu Singh
Goverment Geetanjali Girls India Optical Nanomaterials Lab,
Maulana Azad National Institute of Technology
Bhopal, (M.P.) India
Abstract

The status of women in India has been the subject to many great changes over the past few millennia. Women rights are
secured under the constitution of India that basically includes equality. But this change of status of women in Modern
India is not visible equally to all the women.Status of women in the society is very shameful and their nutritional status
is very much poor so they are considered under the vulnerable group. Today the socio-economic status of the women of
Indian society is at hesitant. Women’s role in the food security of the nation has often been underestimated and their
work in agriculture, economy and allied sectors has long been invisible. Sustainable production of food is the basic
requisite of food security. Women contribution cannot be overlooked as they are the backbones of agriculture playing
the key roles of being farmers, farm workers, and natural resource managers, in doing so with the result they contribute
significantly to the national agriculture output, maintenance of the environment, and family food security If these
women will be trained for the importance of nutrients in the diet, than the directly improvement is seen in the health
status of family. Because the nutrients are found in the kitchen and the head of the kitchen is generally women. Directly
women nutrition education will be help in development of our nation for progress new generation life. This research
programmes concluded that the imparting nutritional education to the women not only builds the confidence in women
but also enhances the nutritional status of their family. And this finally leads to the upliftment of the socio economic
status of women in society.
Key words : Women, Nutrients, Health status etc.
Introduction
Status of women in society
The status of women in India has been the subject to many great changes over the past few millennia. With the decline
in their status from the ancient to mediaeval times to the promotion of equal rights by many reformers, the history of
women in India has been eventful. In modern India, women have held high offices including that of President, Prime
Minister, LokSabha Speaker etc[1,2,8].
Women’s rights are secured under the constitution of India that basically includes equality. [5] But this change of
status of women in Modern India is not visible equally to all the women. Now a days the status of women depends on the
education status of them as well as their family, not only the educational status, but also the awareness towards their right
also matters for the visible change in the status of women[6].
In today’s scenario the socio economic status of some particulars in Indian society is still at hesitant on comparing to
other communities. Many governmental and non governmental organizations are working for their development but the
results are still unsatisfactory because the programmes for their development are not implementing in proper way [4,8].
Therefore, the status of women in the society is very shameful and their nutritional status is very much poor so they are
consider under the vulnerable group.
Role of Women as a Forefront for Sustainable food nutrition security
Women’s role in the food security of the nation has often been underestimated and their work in agriculture, economy
and allied sectors has long been invisible. Sustainable production of food is the basic requisite of food security. A large
portion of the world’s food output originates in the hands of women farmers. The woman’s contribution cannot be
overlooked as they are the backbones of agriculture playing the key roles of being farmers, farm workers, and natural
resource managers, in doing so with the result they contribute significantly to the national agricultural output, maintenance
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of the environment, and family food security. However, official statistics often grossly underestimate the female workforce
in the region. Women’s work, in the household, the farm or the commons is labeled as household chores and not given the
status of work. It is imperative to witness that these contributions are made despite unequal access to land, to inputs such
as improved seeds and fertilizers and most importantly with limited access to knowledge and information.[4] Growing
evidence indicates that if male-female access to inputs were less unequal, sustainable gains in agriculture output would
occur, benefiting both women and men equally ,women apt for a crucial role in meeting the food and nutrition needs of
their families through all the concerns in attaining food security.
If these women will be trained for the importance of nutrients in the diet, than the directly improvement is seen in the
health status of family [3,5]. Because the nutrients are found in kitchen and the head of kitchen are generally women.
Directly women nutrition education will be help in development of our nation for progress new generation life.7
Objectives of the research:
A. To strengthen the socio economic status of women.
B. To aware the women of this community about the nutritious food.
C. To improve the health status of families because women generally holds the command of cooking food.
D. By marketing the nutritious home-made food made by these women will also improve the health status of the other
community member.
Material and Method:
A very scientific and technical training programme was planned for the production and marketing of nutritious Indian
home made food products and simultaneously this prepared marketed food would help to improve the nutritional status of
the people of other society .
Work Plan
(a) Training Research of Section A in 1st year
Sl.No. Activity

Start month

1.

Survey through questionnaire

January

2.

Anthropometry measurements

June

3.

Training given in 5 sessions

November

End month
May
October
December

Motivational Session
Nutritional Session
Production session
Marketing Session
Exam Session
4.

Compilation of data with the statistical

January’

March

comparison will be drawn between the
initial socio-eco status and final status.
(b) Training Research of Section B in 2nd year
1.

Survey through questionnaire

2.

Anthropometry measurements

3.

Training given in 5 sessions

April

August

September

January

February

March

Motivational Session
Nutritional Session
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Production session
Marketing Session
Exam Session
4.

Compilation of data with the statistical

April

May

June

August

comparison will be drawn between the
initial socio-eco status and final status.
5.

Final Compilation of result of training of
Section A and Section B. To Know the
proper effect of training on the women.

Methodologies for the work plan:
Training research will be divided into two groups Group A and Group B. The Programme schedules for both the
groups will same
1.

To estimate their initial status :

a.

Survey by questionnaire to know their socio economic and health status

b.

Know their BMI and haemoglobin level by anthropometry measurements

2.

Training Session for a month by specialized guest lecturer
Motivational session
Nutritional Session
Production session
Marketing session
Examination Session

3.

Estimation of their final socio economic status by questionnaire, interview and anthropometry measurements.

4.

Compilation of data and preparation of project report by Statistical analysis

5.

Final Compilation of result of training of Section A and Section B. To Know the proper effect of training on the
women.

Result and Discussion:
This research training effectively helped to enhance the socio-economic status of women in the society and
simultaneously the prepared marketed food also helped to improve the nutritional status of other community of India.
Through this research programmes following data was observed :
a. 100% up gradation of confidence is seen in women undergoing the research programme
b. 100% upgradation of nutritional status was observed in the families of women undergoing the programmes specifically
in children of that particular family.
c. Only 30% of upgradation is seen in economic status of the women undergo the programme as most of the women
don’t want to go for the marketing of their prepared home made product.
Conclusion:
This pilot research programmes concluded that the imparting nutritional education to the women not only builds the
confidence in women but also enhances the nutritional status of their family. And this finally leads to the upliftment of the
socioeconomic status of women in society.
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Role of Music in Awakening Social Consciousness
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Abstract
Music is a deep emotional experience. Music is the way for a voice to be heard. One person can send a message to
millions of people through this wonderful form of art. In this way music is a medium of communitation. Every social
justice movement is accompanied by music, such as protest songs, inspirational songs, music at rallies and in the form
of community songs. People are awakened by inspirational songs against social evils such as female foeticide, dowry
system and child marriage. It can motivate communities to take action. Music has empowered individuals and social
movements.
Keywords : Communication, Emotion, Women Empowerment, Consciousness, Motivation.
Introduction
Music has always been the effective medium to express one`s feelings. Other fine arts like sculpture, paintings,
architecture and poetry provide a medium that is concrete but music uses sound that is very abstract medium. The music
is a unique way of expressing feelings and thoughts. For the primitive man also, melody and sound had a great significance.
Music as we all know, basically involves the creation of emotionally pleasing effects by means of sound. Music is more
powerful than any other source of communication. This is a language of emotion . R.Srinivasan says: “Music has its own
language ,the language of emotions; and as human emotions such as joy, fear, depression despair as universal and so the
appeal of music which used such emotions as its languages must be universal.”[1]
Language is no bar to music appreciation. This is an universal language. A man from any country of the world can joy
the sweetness of much without knowing the language of that country. To express emotions, music has its two main
constitutes: Sound and Rhythm. As emotions, as it generally known, is a distinct feelings or quality of consciousness such
as love, joy or sadness that reflects the personal significance of an emotion arousing event. Swami Prajanand says, “
Music really is the emotional presentation of sounds or succession of sounds or tones- an emotional symbolism of man's
inner depth. When the colourful tones are presented, both the musicians and the listeners cannot but help expressing their
mental attitudes outwardly by the movements of head and limbs. A raga is an emotional product or emotive manifestitation
of the mental attitudes, and so it expresses the aesthetic feelings of love, devotion, anger, hatred, egoism, etc.” [2]
Music has been a great and effective medium arising the inner voice. The voice in music becomes voice of everyone.
Many songs have awakened the people for doing something. A national song ' Vande matram', motivated Indian for their
freedom. Many songs like as ' Honge Kamyaw' inspires us for achieving our goals. Music gives a power to word . A
singing word is more powerful and alive than a talking word. A western musicologist Dr Capsuro has described the effects
of musical compositions.
•

Happy, joyous, stimulating and triumphant.

•

Agitating, restless, and irritating.

•

Nostalgic, sentimental, soothining, meditative and relaxing

•

Prayerful and reverent

•

Sad, melancholy, aggrieving, depressive and lonely

•

Erotic, weird and grotesque
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Some people in society who are left behind, and whose voice wasnot the expression, music is a means of expression
for them. Music gives a strong voice who is weak in confidence. Any person who is afraid to sing in front of the crowed,
he can reach out to the world through recording his voice in studio. Through music any person communicate others
emotiotnally.
Music and Consciousness
“The Indian Music is essentially impersonal; it reflects an emotion and an experience which are deeper and wider and
older than the emotion or wisdom of any single individual”. In nature sound affects us quickly. The murmuring of water,
the sighs of the zephyrs, the whispering of the evening breeze, the roar of storms, the chirping of birds , the cries of
animals ,and the hum of distant multitudes excite in our minds the feelings of pleasure,pain or fear. Music touches our
consciousness deeply. “Music really is the emotional presentation of sounds or succession of sounds or tones- an emotional
symbolism of man's inner depth. When the colourful tones are presented, both the musicians and the listerners cannot but
help expressing their mentalattitudes outwardly by the movements of head and limbs.” Music employs sound as a medium
of artistic expression. Though literature, sculpture, painting, architecture and music fall within the category of fine art.
Where the words can not reach , music reaches easily and effects our heart and soul.
Music Associates with Culture
Music and culture are interwoven. They can not be separated from eachother. Music serves different functions in
different societies. There is no society in the world without music. Every society has its own music showing its own
culture and traditions. Music remained a medium of religious, social as well cultural activities. In the vedic period music
was regarded as a great art. It was a medium of prayer and enterment. Women had a great role in religious occasions .
They were expert in singing, dancing and playing instrument. With the progress of civilization the standard of culture
is raised. The same rules applies to music. In many variety of songs women presented the feelings of the occasion on
public function. In many folk songs we find the women's feelings. In every religious or cultural rituals mostly women
participated . Culture expresses self through music. Dr Arnold Bake rightly observes:
“It is impossible to divorce Indian music from the whole structure of Indian culture and philosophy with which is
interwoven in a number of ways from the earliest times of which we have records”.[3]
Awakening the Social Consciousness Through Music
The essence of music lies in swara and tal. Both have a power to effect the one's consciousness . The words become
stronger with music. The language of music is easier for learning because it becomes rhythmic. Children learn the poem
easily in rhythmic way. Swara and taal in music are live. Folk songs for a long time are alive in our society due to
musically lyrics. Different tempo have different effect on our mind. Music is a fine art, as it awakens aesthetics consciousness.
“Music Touches our innermost being, and in that way pruduces a new life that gives exaltation to the whole being, raising
it to that perfection in which lies the fulfillment of man's life”[4]
In many ways women are associated with music. As a singer, composers, songwriters, instrumental performers,
music educators, women have a role in music. As well, it describes music movements, events and genres related to
women, women's issues and feminism. Women have raised the voice against social illness in every period. Performers are
attempting to spread their messages to the masses. Many of songs deal with successfully integrated into the music world.
In present time many songs promote the ideas of self-reliance, individually, strength and empower women everywhere.
Many women who consider themselves feminists argue a woman's right. In modern world, a woman is free to make her
life decisions . In the area of music, the message is delivered through song. The poet support to women's freedom through
lyrics and when lyrics is tuned with music, it becomes stronger. One of the strongest goals of the feminists movement is
to empower women. Many songs speak of surviving hardship through determination and hard work.
Artists such as Lata Mangeshkar, Asha Bhosale, M.S. Subba Laxmi, Kavita Krishna Murti have sung many songs
representing women-empowerment. Hit song sung by Lata ji in movie Prem-Granth,' Main kamzor aurat ye meri kahani'
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represents the status of women in that society. From music album,'Suno suno meri awaz' Anand Murti guruma has given
her sweet voice. It is the call for change. This album has five tracks. Each track is a mellifluous expression, carving the
picture of her desire to live, love and be in the world. This album represents the soulful voice of Anand Murti Guru Ma .In
Amirkhan's Satyamev Jayate-2 episode-1 on 02/03/2014 asong ?Deewaren oonchi hain, galiyan hain tang' has been sung
by Sona Mahapatra. In this song the voice of women has been raised against the crime on women. A very emotional and
inspiring song, ' O ri chiraiya' is a great example of impressing the society and community. The song has a effective
message to prevent female foeticide.
On the day of International women's day we talk about women empowerment, we conduct different programmes and
events to discuss. On such occasion music has a great role to deliver strong message to listeners. In bollywood also many
songs have been composed on women' empowerment. In' Gulab Gang', Teri jai ho, is a praise for women for their
contribution to the mankind. Lata Mangeshkar has released a new song titled ' Ladli'. Song reflects the inner voice of
women in a powerful way.
Music is one way for a voice to be heard, one person can send a message to millions of people through this wonderful
form of art. Songs lyrics can reinforce ideas of empowerment and choice to a large audience. Women artists promote the
ideas of indeoendence and strength. As more and more artists choose to voice their openions through music,society will
likely come closure to true equality. Every voice deserves to be heard; every opinion is valid.
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Abstract

The concrete role of every woman in India is being formed traditionally. The economic and social condition changes
are implicating the changes of society, which determines in disputes as well as conflict. The vital role of women in the
society is represented by the great diversity, discrepancy and complicated appearing phenomena as our country India
itself. In order to redress these disputes, women are also humble requested to take participate. So in this paper we will
read about the role of women in Archaic & the latest Indian Writings.
Kedword : Female Foeticide, Female infaniticide abortion, awareness, illiteracy.
The Role of Woman in Archaic Indian Society
While moving throughout the India, we will see that we cannot dodge our self from a spiritualist. The main principle
of “being” of women forms this country very far and plays a crucial role on each level of human existence. On account of
understanding the role of women in modern times, we must look far back. It is important to call back that the womanliness
is seen as creative expression of the global principle.
In the archaic writings of Indian the womanliness principle is a part of a global and The woman is seen as an equal
being at spiritual level; means she is honored and Dreadful as a goddess, Durga who is riding on a tiger could serve as an
example as well as Kali, dancing at the same time. Shakti, who is an elemental strength of the
Universe is ubiquitousness. This is also applying for the consecrated more inferior which is being worshiped by the
Christian women in India. Additionally, the epic of the Mahabharata contains countless womanliness role models. The
main principle of worshipping is the adoration to an all-embracing, based on an interdependence of human existence with
God.
An abolishment of the self-admiration and consequently recognition of the whole could be achieved through yoga and
meditation and many more things. The adoration towards the superior – also towards the family – and zeal to sacrifice, in
the sense of self-control to the extent of self-give up, forms the existence of women in India on all levels of society in all
periods. A dedicative image can also be distinguish in the course of India‘s modern history: the female expression of the
holy, as Sri Sarada regarding Ramakrishna or the “mother” relating to Sri Aurobindo, who was not even Indian but of
French origin. So the built-in context in a society and religion in India, which is formed by values, have still a special,
tangible contiguity and shows further features over the time.
The Role of Woman at Today’s Society
Looking at these wisdoms in India, it is very difficult to understand the discrimination of girls and women or the
violation happening on them at present. On one hand female god are being worshipped with greatest awe, but on the other
hand women have to deal with abuse and humiliation in political, social and economical aspects in their daily life. An allencompassing appraisal considering possible reasons is cursed to failure. A possible explanation is the discrimination in
terms of education, which is interrelated to an archaic education system. Furthermore, one main part of the society gains
more importance, which more and more conforms to the capitalistic West and meanwhile departs from its own traditional
and virtues consciously and even unconsciously.
Our visit of a temple becomes our habit and some kind of observation before or after the prayer does not happen
anymore in the way in which it was taking place for centuries, especially in the metro cities, spiritual virtues are progressively.
It affects the marriage rites, the living together persons in society and the politics. The rational world, the sensing and the
vision of the people in India are very complex. The cultural as well as intellect tradition plays an important role in the
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same way as the advancement of the economy in a global world. In this global world, and the Indian man looks at women
from other continents through TV and Internet without knowing the important context of very respective cultures over
centuries and without understand the present image. The man is aware that women exist as mothers, sisters, daughters and
wives, but he also perceives every woman in the world simply as objects, commodity and an item. After the perspective
view throughout the world, people in India seem to forget that the social and domestic reality in the metro cities and
villages in India is very different. But there is no single space here for any type of violence and negative actions conducted
by urges.
Role of Women in Politics, Society, Economics and at many places
Many female role models exist and existed in India not only in the mythology but also in politics. Recently there are
many women, Smt. Smriti Irani, Uma Bharti, Didi Mamata Banarji, Smt. Vasundhra Raje, Smt. Rabri Devi and Km.
Mayawati, who all are in charge either as the head of government of a states or as an opposition leaders in their respective
states and they are politically very successful. On other hand Sonia Gandhi as the head of the influential, nationwide
operating Congress Party, here we have seen the effective politically most powerful woman in India, who has pulled the
strings in the secret as the effective guardian of the Nehru-Gandhi Empire. And Indira Gandhi, her mother-in-law, both of
them ruled the country in the years 1966 to 1977 and from 1980 to 1984 as prime minister of our country.
In our country at least a third part of seats of the parliament for woman and there are fifty percent of the seats in many
states are reserved for women and ought to ensure the active participation of women in the current political events. This
participation is still mostly theoretic. Although all the woman seats are in place, the women act as placeholders only. They
vote as it is desired by men not desired by them. But for a better enforcement with an actual effectiveness serve women
promotion projects (Women Empowerment), which also serve as a review of the vast development of the position of all
women and promote the democracy. There might be a real substantial and very effectively changes only when the political
participation and a communication flow up to the highest level become reality as actual. The economic independence,
which reforms a necessary degree of freedom, is equally important.
The modern woman of India is working throughout the whole country at all levels and virtually in all professions at
very different positions. She is not only visible as the top politician as seen above in politics even as housewives, managers
in industrial firms, director of nationwide operating banks, top bureaucrats, active members of micro-credit groups or as
independent fashion designers, taxi drivers, sports players. The bearers of values and the cultural, sometimes quite
objectified - indeed women are also visible and valued as female heroines in Bollywood films and nationally everywhere
in daily performances of classical Indian dance and song. On the other hand, we also see women as servants, laundresses,
porters on construction sites or even as beggars.
It is the social culture in our country, which is very strong and rich on ancient traditions, is exerting pressure on
successful women and cuts them also on their career or on the way to self respect. The family, Friend circle and social
pressure arises not only from the male side. Whether they live as members of the 50 billion female tribesmen in the forests
of India or as one of the 350 billion women in one of the 760 thousand Indian villages or city residents in slums, in poor
or ordinary villas, it has no significance to any role which women have to newly define and design by themselves not by
other in the course of a change in the society. Despite some movements in which women, locally restricted, since 1882 and
especially since 1920 consistently merged, there are no strong national women’s movements in India. A movement of
sexual education, as we could observe in Europe especially since the sixties, is also still missing in India.
Ethics and Morality for the Role of Woman in India
As it is taught in the archaic writings about India, many actions must be balanced on supporting each other with
effective consciousness on morality and ethics. This is never always feasible in interaction of human, neither in any state
nor anywhere in India. Nevertheless, the people in India are regularly reminded of values, ethics and morality. So up to
today, the Indian press reserves the nationwide a daily section for ritual issues in different type of languages which is very
accessible for both sexes. But according to me not only men should rethink about it, but also women in modern India must
be more and more aware of their own potential, their strength, and their many open possibilities and have more courage
to express their views and also put them into the practice in their everyday life. The woman has to release out themselves
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from the present reality in all the villages and metro cities with their billions of inhabitants. The woman’s willful own
choice to accept the responsibility for its “being” and even beyond to the very grateful design to their own life actively, and
then to work, to change the subjection traditionally and the society under the male gender. The woman has to assert
herself, should change the society framework conditions, on account of unfold; stand up for the targets, morale and
values, which appear very important for her own self-respect and for gaining the respect from the other gender. Abortion
of female abuses, harassment, child marriage and dowry system could be the topics that need to be called here first and
foremost instantly.
Assumption
A humanist vision of an efficient society is based on equality and recognition of both sexes who do not interfere
themselves in their self-respect and self-realization, but support themselves and develop as individuals but also in the
family unit. A woman will not approach close to that vision only with tight laws against violence. They are only an
important step to unite the sexes. The turning point in India could only be achieved through an active participation of
women in national movements in which education must introduce. Education and freedom, as well as its acceptance by the
male side would arrange a new self-confidence, self-respect, a newly defined image and a role of women, who no longer
let her be subordinated but operates on an equal height with every man in society. But as long as the introduction of a
nationwide new educational system does not arise, or at least, a landmark education reform, which would lead to the
regular participation and development of girls in class across the country, the great majority of women in India will mostly
remain suppressed in their traditional role as submissive creatures without a voice in the society.
Every man and woman is still trying to find out their place in a society which balances along spiritual tradition and
market-based modernity. The hope of everyone remains that India would reflect and even use its old values on the way to
modernity. The woman is and will remain a source of strength and love. She will always remain the avatar of the values
Dharma (fairness) and Kama (love, care).
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Abstract
Female education in India has been an urgent need of the time. We cannot imagine a developed nation without proper
education of the women of the country. Women play very important role in the progress of a family, society and country.
In order to make democracy successful in the country women education is necessary along with the men. Women
account for roughly half the world’s population, perform two-thirds of the hours work, receive one-tenth of the world’s
income, and have less than one hundredth of the world’s property registered in their names. Educating a girl not only
makes her educated but also makes her an independent social being, who can face all challenges of life .From where
emerges the pathway to empowered women by giving her equal chances to stand in society by knowing her rights.
Female education is depriving in the developing countries with high levels of poverty, socio- economic causes, gender
biases, low mind sets due to conservative attitudes of family. So education is the basic foundation from which emerges
the seedling of women who is empowered , can stand up for her rights, values life. Women education in India plays a
very important role in the overall development of the country. It not only helps in the development of half of the human
resources, but in improving the quality of life at home and outside. Educated women not only tend to promote education
of their girl children, but also can provide better guidance to all their children. Moreover educated women can also
help in the reduction of female foeticide rate and growth of the population. Education is milestone of ‘women empowerment’
because it enables them to responds to the challenges, to confront their traditional role and change their life. So we
can’t neglect the importance of education in reference to women empowerment .
Keywords : Women Empowerment, Education, Women Rights.
Introduction
Education is the milestone for empowerment of women as it not only enables them to respond to various challenges of life,
but also helps them to confront their traditional role and change their life and hence help in improving their status. The importance
of education in reference to the status and empowerment of women must be realised, as India is posing to become a developed
country by 2020. Women’s education has been a major concern at the global level. It is well known that women play a
significant role in the overall development of the society. Women’s education is of immense importance in a country like India ,
because it not only helps them to respond to the challenges but enables them to change their lives .Education of women is the
most powerful tool for the change of their position in society. It is helpful in reducing inequality and functions as a means of
improving their status within the family. Women constitute almost half of the population in the world. So it is really the need of
time to focus on women education. There is tremendous improvement in women’s education condition throughout the world in
recent times. Access to education is one of the important women’s rights . As it is rightly quoted that if“You educate a man; you educate a man. You educate a woman; you educate a generation.” — Brigham Young
Women Education and Socio-economic Status
Socioeconomic status is often measured as a combination of education, income and occupation. When viewed
through a social class lens, privilege, power and control are emphasized. While in 1971 only 22% of Indian women were
literate, by the end of 2001 54.16% female were literate. The growth of female literacy rate is 14.87% as compared to
11.72 % of that of male literacy rate. Today with an estimated 164 million women aged over 15 still illiterate and only one
in 100 making it to the matriculation level.
Women Empowerment Through Education
Within the framework of a democratic polity, our laws, development policies, plan and programmes have aimed at
women’s advancement in difference spheres realising its importance. In recent years, the empowerment of women has
been recognized as the central issue in determining the status of women. The National Commission of Women was set up
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by an Act of Parliament in 1990 to safeguard the right and legal entitlements of women. Women Empowerment is a global
issue and discussion on women political right are at the fore front of many formal and informal campaigns worldwide.
Challengs in Women's Education
Societal perceptions of females and their role are often the biggest barriers to change, because they shape women’s
perception of themselves. Across all strata of Indian society, people still believe that women are capable of performing only
certain types of jobs and that marriage must take precedence over career. This mind-set, common to both men and women,
must change. We must focus on the girl child and help her escape the traditional stereotypes that stifle her potential. The 2001
Census report indicates that literacy among women as only 54 percent it is virtually disheartening to observe that the literacy
rate of women India is even much lower to national average i.e. 65.38 .The growth of women’s education in rural areas is
very slow. This obviously means that still large womenfolk of our country are illiterate, the weak, backward and exploited.
Moreover education is also not available to all equally. Female literacy rate has increased at a faster pace than the male
literacy during the decade 1981 -2001.The rate of school drop outs is also found to be comparatively higher in case of
women. The lack of education is the root cause for women’s exploitation and negligence. The lack of education is not the only
reason, behind girls being killed the moment they are born or while still in their mother’s womb. Providing free education
would be a great initiative of preventing female foeticide.
Importance of Women Education
•

Women education in India plays a vital important role in the overall development of the country. It not only helps in the
development of half of the human resources, but in improving the quality of life at home and outside.

•

In India one of the biggest social problems is the killing of the girls after their birth or while still in their Mother’s womb. In
rural India and in some urban places in India, some parents have a feeling that daughters are a burden on them because they
have to pay a heavy dowry at their marriage. It is for this reason that many conservative families are more in favor of boys in
their family. But this concept needs to be challenged and changed .

•

Educated women not only tend to promote education of their girl children, but also can provide better guidance to all
their children. Moreover educated women can also help in the reduction of female foeticide. Gender discrimination
still persists in India and lot more needs to be done in the field of women’s education in India.

Conclusion
Women are undoubtedly the foundation of the basic unit of society Only literacy can help women to understand the
Indian’s constitutional and legislative provisions that are made to strengthen them. Thus promoting education among
women is of great importance in empowering them to accomplish their goals in different spheres of life. The education of
women is therefore key, “Empowerment means moving from a weak position to execute a power.”Education also brings
a reduction in inequalities and functions as a means of improving their status within the family. To encourage the education
of women at all levels and for dilution of gender bias in providing knowledge and education, established schools, colleges
and universities even exclusively for women in the state. Even in traditional roles they demonstrate great innovation, skill,
intelligence, hard work and commitment.
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Abstract
Since last centuries, Female foeticide from those who only prefer male child is a crime and social disaster for the future
of women. Illiteracy, insecurity and poverty of people in society are the major reasons of girl baby burden. Technological
advancement in the health sector and utilities has made this very easy for parents. This unethical act was almost started
in the early 1990s on the coming of affordable ultrasound technology in India. In order to combat with sex-selective
abortions, there should be high level awareness among common public. The medical act allows prenatal diagnosis only
for chromosomal abnormalities, genetic metabolic disorders and congenital abnormalities. It is a murder of defenseless,
innocent, unborn baby and the motherhood.
Keywords: Selective abortion, women's role, ultrasonography, female foeticide.
Introduction
Progress of science and technology is mandatory for stepping up of nation, but what matters most is the direction of
its manifestation and beneficial application in constructive manner. In India, low and declining population ratio of
women to men is only because of the practice of sex-selective abortion or female feticide (in which an unborn baby is
aborted or killed before birth simply because it is not a boy) and is latest manifestation of a long history of gender bias,
evident in the historically data. The main factors for this unethical practice the insecurity to the parents (1) and economical
condition of the family. Girl child is not supposed to be the member of the maternal family as she has to go to some others
family. This is the face of the society towards this crime. It is not only the poor, but even the middle classes and the rich
in India that are biased against the girl child and women. Other side of the mirror reflects monitoring benefits or
entrepreneurial opportunities (2) of the hands doing this; in catering to the insatiable demand for a male child. Until
recently, the technology was prohibitively expensive.
Women's state of mind
What is a woman’s role in all this? Does her choice or decision really matter when choosing a partner, contraception
methods, the first pregnancy or place of delivery? Is it really possible for a woman to decide about having an abortion, if
she has to survive as a daughter-in-law in the family? Let’s assume her husband supports the birth of a female child. Even
then she may prefer to have a male child in order to get respect and sometimes her status in her in laws’ family, in order
to save her marriage.
If a woman doesn’t have any say in this matter, a good case can be made that female feticide is an act of violence
against women. Even the educated women sometimes have been pressurized to conceive again and again to have a baby
boy. The mental state and the health of those women are critical.
Science and technology for sustainability
Technology in reproductive science in today’s life style has emerged to the high steps. In the past, mortality rate (3) of
the newly born baby and the pregnant women was high because of the lack of the methods to find out the cause. It is the
need of the day to achieve the better and better technological way outs to sustain the life. In this context, the three chief
pre-natal diagnostic tests that are being used to determine the sex of a fetus are amniocentesis, chronic villi biopsy (CVB)
and ultrasonography. Amniocentesis is meant to be used in high-risk pregnancies, in women over 35 years. CVB is meant
to diagnose inherited diseases like thalassaemia, cystic fibrosis and muscular dystrophy. Ultrasonography (4) is the most
commonly used technique. It is non-invasive and can identify up to 50 per cent of abnormalities related to the central
nervous system of the fetus. But sexing has become its preferred application.
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India has allowed abortion on broad medical and social grounds since the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP)
Act was passed in 1971. The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act and Rules 1994 (PCPNDT)
mandates that sex selection by any person, by any means, before or after conception, is prohibited. But while the Act
seeks to regulate and prevent misuse of pre-natal diagnostic techniques, it rightly cannot deny them either. The PNDT Act
allows pre-natal diagnosis only for chromosomal abnormalities, genetic metabolic disorders and congenital abnormalities.
The law, however permits ultrasound clinics, clinics for medical termination of pregnancies and assisted reproductive
facilities as a routine matter and as a legitimate business.
In addition, there is the legally binding Code of Medical Ethics, constituted by the Indian Parliament in the Medical
Council Act, 1956 that many doctors ignore. Doctors are legally bound to report medical malpractice. The PCPNDT Act
(5) mandates that any person conducting ultrasonography or any other pre-natal diagnostic technique must maintain
proper records. The Act requires the filling up of a written form, duly signed by the expectant mother, as to why she has
sought diagnosis. Violations are punishable by imprisonment and a fine. The law also permits abortions for failure of
contraception. It is a huge challenge for the government to detect violations of the PNDT Act, since it is a crime of
collusion and by consensus.
Misuse of technology
A ban on the government departments at the centre and in the states, making use of pre-natal sex determination for the
purpose of abortion — a penal offence — led to the commercialization of the technology; private clinics providing sex
determination tests through amniocentesis multiplied rapidly and widely. These tests are made available in areas that do
not even have potable water, with marginal farmers willing to take loans at 25 per cent interest to have the test. Advertisements
appear blatantly encouraging people to abort their female fetuses in order to save the future cost of dowry. The portable
ultrasound machine has allowed doctors to go from house to house in towns and villages. In a democracy it is difficult to
restrict right to business and livelihood if the usual parameters are fulfilled.
Because the Indian demand for fetal sex-determination is so great, doctors can ask for high fees, which have resulted
in an increase in fetal sex-determination and abortion businesses and abuses. For example, the IMA revealed that some
sex-determination centers perform ultrasound scanning weeks before the fetal sex can be determined and charge women
to undergo repeated and unnecessary ultrasonography. Unethical scan centers and doctors have told expectant parents
they have a female fetus in order to collect the abortion money.
Awareness Campaign
To deal with a problem that has roots in social behaviour and prejudice, mere legislation is not enough. Various
activities have been undertaken to create awareness against the practice of prenatal determination of sex and female
foeticide. To implement the provisions of the Act the help of media units like AIR, Doordarshan, Song and Drama
Division, Directorate of Field Publicity, Press Information Bureau, Films Division and DAVP is also being sought.
Workshops and seminars have been organized through voluntary organizations at State, regional, district and block levels
to create awareness against this social evil. Cooperation has also been sought from religious leaders, as well as the
medical fraternity to curb the practice. A concerted effort involving all sections of the society is necessary to change the
prevalent social thinking and remove the gender-based discrimination if the goal of a balanced sex ratio is to be achieved.
Keeping this in view, the Government has recently launched a “Save the Girl Child Campaign”. One of its main objectives
is to lessen the preference for a son by highlighting the achievements of young girls. To achieve the long-term vision,
efforts are afloat to create an environment where sons and daughters are equally valued. Such efforts cannot take place in
isolation or in relation to a single issue of female foeticide. They have to be integrated into the larger advocacy and
communication efforts that are already taking place.
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Conclusion
Psychology of the man towards the female need to be improved. In this era of women empowerment, women rights
should be protected. If the necessary actions would not be taken by the society, the day may come when there would not
be any women. The homosepiens species will become endangered and extinct.
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Abstract

We live in a world full of changes. To illustrate, in the part, technology means just telephone and television but now it
contains computer, mp3 player and internet things like that. Also education in the past included only writing and
reading but now it is done with visual materials. Now women are dominant as much as men. They become equal to men
in every area thanks to Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Women upgrade themselves by studying. Today it is
possible to see women in field. They showed they could think like men. The worth of a civilization can be judged by the
place given to women in the society. Necessity for educating women is not only for family, society and country, but also
for their self development and self recognition and personal success.
“It is impossible to think about the welfare of the world unless the condition of women is improved. It is impossible for a
bird to fly on only one wing.”
-Swami Vivekananda
Keywords : Female Foeticide, Sex-determination, Misuse of Technology.
Women are not born but made. Women held a certain paradoxical position in our developing country. The sex ratio of
women at this time was slightly better than what it is today standing at 945 females per 1000 males. About two thirds of
the world’s illiterate adults are women. Girls give a strong foundation through early childhood development. Focused on
basic education is also necessary. Helping girls grow is to provide them with job relevant skill that employers actually
demands or that they can use inn launching their own business. Creation of an environment which encourages investments
in knowledge and creativity. Finally last step is important that societies promote flexible, efficient and secure labor
market.
The ideas of imparting education in a formal manner first emerged during the British period. Christian missionaries
took great interest to impart education to the girls. It was in 1824 when the first girl’s school was started in Mumbai. In
1882 girls were allowed to pursue higher education .Since then, to pursue there has been a continuous progress in the field
of education of girls in India.
The National Policy for Education document made a strong commitment to a well conceived edge in favor of women
as an act of faith and social engineering. Equal access to education for women and girls will be ensured. Special measures
will be taken to eliminate discrimination, universalize education, eradicate illiteracy, create a gender-sensitive educational
system, increase enrollment and retention rates of girls and improve the quality of education to facilitate life-long learning
as well as development of occupation/vocation/technical skills by women. Reducing the gender gap in secondary and
higher education would be a focus area.
An education system needs to allow for all women to take up or to resume studying. Access to distance learning
boosts the number of women seeking to further or resume their education, which could have been interrupted because of
family commitments. Local councils can improve on women’s contribution to their community for education.
An education system needs to allow for all women to take up or to resume studying. Access to distance learning
boosts the number of women seeking to further or resume their education, which could have been interrupted because of
family commitments. Local councils can improve on women’s contribution to their community for education.
The lack of education is the main cause for which women are the suffers, more than men. The lack of education means
the lack of self- reliance, self-confidence for which women not able to come out of their problems. So educating a woman
means educating a family.
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The measures to promote women education will have to take in to consideration the factors which inhibit the participation
of women in the formal education system. Many measures have already been adopted in certain places , but in most cases
partially have less impact . The measures need to be adopted uniformly and in a big way. The measures being suggested
are as follows1. Education for girls up to the all levels should be made free in all part of the country. Besides, incentives like free
supply of books, stationery, uniforms, mid-day meal, attendance-scholarship and stipends should be provided at least
to the 50% of the girls.
2. Separate schools for girls should be established wherever there is a demand for them.
3. The time schedule of the schools should be made flexible so that girls can attend classes when they are free from
domestic chores.
4. More women teachers should be employed and special facilities should be provided to attract them especially to the
rural areas like free accommodation, special allowances etc.
5. Special campaigns should be launched to change people’s attitude in favor of girl’s education.
6. Schools for girls should be set up at easy walking distance from their homes.
7. Impart vocational or employment related knowledge and skills.
8. While devising non-formal education programs for women care needs to be taken that these9. Enhance awareness;
10. Include literacy and numeracy as learning tools;
11. Offer general education related to knowledge and still bare required for improving the quality of life.
There is an urgent need to give top priority to women’s education in the coming years to ensure development with
social justice. The problem of women’s development therefore, calls for sincere, dedicated all-out efforts from the whole
of society, from planners, administrators, philanthropists and social and educational workers. A movement for women’s
education in India will have to strike at the very root of the parasitic system of social inequalities in the country.
Education is not only an aspect of development and thereby an aim itself ,but more significantly it is a premier
instrument for the achievement of other aspect of development- economic ,socialand political.In fact more and more of
the development efforts for women, adopted all over the world, face the obstacle of women not being equal and effective
partners of both national development as well as womens development.
Women and their organizations can play a very important role in achieving their overall development. They can play
a powerful and positive role in confidence building and creating awareness in their daughters and other women to promote
self-confidence and self-reliance.
Education which enables all women to guide and educate children. In sum education is what takes us forward in a
sustainable is what takes us forward in a sustainable manner. It plays a pivotal role in contributing to equal opportunities
in the political, social and economic sphere and a basis for communities to thrive.
Women education is of paramount importance as to educate a woman mean to educate a family, or society as a hole.
In this connection is apt to quote Pandit Nehru, “In order to awaken the people, it is the woman who has to be awakened.
Once she is on the move, the household moves, the village moves and the country moves; and picture and given the
opportunity of a healthier life and better training. Thus, through the children of today we build the India tomorrow.”
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Abstract

When we look upon the Indian sex ratio census of the year 2011, 914:1000, it may look like a mere mathematical figure
with not much of a difference, but when expressed in terms of words, it gives a very clear indication towards the
preference of a son in comparison to a girl child, leading to hundreds and thousands and millions of girls missing not
only from the country, but from the entire world. According to the demographical analysis it is really sad to know that
in a big economical country like China an infant girl is considered as “just another mouth to feed”, in Africa she is
treated as “not deserving education” and in Europe she is simply “a piece of beauty”. This study tries to study the
status of woman and the level of gender equality being practised round the globe and to trace the reason for this is the
growing complexity of gender equality falling into the dimensions of employment and education.
Keywords: Female foeticide, female infanticide, ageold tradition, abortion.
Introduction
When described about a woman, she is said to be the most beautiful composition and creation of god but this creation
is subject to one flaw which is her incognizance of her own capabilities. At one end this flaw encourages the males with
a feeling of superiority and on the other hand it discourages all the women to become vocal just on the basis of this
discrimination.
Though the males are physically stronger than the women and are the proud fathers, the women on the other hand are
the loving companions and the proud mothers. There are no arguments which prove that men share a superior status on
women as both have equal level of intelligence, emotions, skills and even love and affection. Then the biggest question that
arises is why women are treated as just a mere worthless money and showpiece and status in comparison to men? It is
really sad and stressful to acknowledge incidences where women were brutally assaulted and ill treated, how can anyone
forget the cruel incidence of New Delhi 'Damini' case where a young girl travelling back home was raped by six harsh men
and was injured badly.
It is quite ironical to notice that at one end there are women who are touching the skies and on the other hand the crime
against women is increasing day by day in the form of dowry deaths, domestic violence, gender based violence, female
feticide, child bribe, trafficking and even maternal mortality. At one end the whole of the country India celebrates the nine
day festival of Ma Durga by worshiping little girls as kanjak devis, the festival is the symbol of the victory of the good and
right over the bad and evil and on the other hand it is quite evidential to see the growing crime rate, violence, epidemics
against the girls.
History itself tells that since ages women have walked shoulder to shoulder with man. When talked about great
women like Sita and Urmila from Ramayana and Draupadi from Mahabharata, they all were great and powerful women
in themselves but they too had to suffer and burn in the fire of inequality, but still they did not lost hope, they fought with
the sharp tools of education, wisdom and divine spiritual knowledge and set examples in front of the whole world.
Jhansi Ki Rani was again an empowered woman who fought bravely against the britisher's for her dynasty after her
husband's death. Even she had to undergo the evil pressure of inequality but did not lost hope and by her bravery and
courage spread her name and made every woman proud.
Women have been playing a primordial role since ages and this is the reason why they are believed to be the best
teachers and preachers of their children as they inculcate values in them. This is the indispensable role of women which
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she is generating since ages and this is the reason why they are regarded as the vehicles of civilization and the power
houses that transmit culture from generation to generation.
Despite of playing such a versatile role it is quite sad and disappointing to know that there are so many places, cities,
states and countries in the world where the ratio of women inequality is very high. Due to which we can clearly see the rise
of corruption in each and every corner of the world with perishing culture and civilization giving rise to crime rate, brain
drain and drug abuse especially in youth and adults.
A recent survey conducted in America says that the gender Inequality in United Nations is too often done on the basis
of the health, education and labour which gives a negative message of the freedom of women and girls. Here are few
amazing facts surveyed on gender inequality all round the globe:
•

In primary education only 2/3rd of the total population in the developing nations practice gender parity.

•

Out of 100 boys only 74 girls were admitted for primary education in South Asian countries in the year 1990 and
surprisingly the ratio remained the same in the year 2012.

•

In Western Asia and countries like Sahara Africa and Oceania till date the girl child faces major difficulties in taking
admission in secondary as well as primary schools.

•

Only 35 percent of the total women in Northern Africa are paid employees according to the survey done in the year
2015.

The low and declining birth rate in India is creating a major challenge for the future development of our Country.
There is a high need for the introduction of policies in order to raise the fertility ratio that would affect the child bearing
capacity of girl child. The strategies should be formed for the reconciliation and encompassment of the gender equality in
order to educate and empower women in the fields of employment, child care and fertility.
However in recent times a significant progress has been observed in many countries that have become successful in
achieving gender equality in terms of their image in the society, their education as well as their employment level.
Here are few suggestions how one can help increase the level of gender equality:
1. Each and every woman should be reminded of her powers and should be provided skills and tactics to polish their
skills.
2. Every company should have at least one woman in their board of directors to crush the competition and avoid
discrimination.
3. One should try to increase the level of gender equality by appointing maximum number of women in their organization
giving equal rights of speech and participation.
4. There should be time to time training about the conscious and unconscious bias behaviour of an individual and should
try to focus on how to minimise it towards gender equality.
5. Each and every work should be distributed on fair and equitable bases and the organization should ensure its critical
evaluation along with justified pay scale with transparent evaluation process.
6. Each and every man should support each and every woman in accomplishing their task and fulfilling their goals and
targets.
7. Special health and care checkups should be organised for their healthy future.
8. Primary education programs should be organised in maximum number to educate woman.
9. All men as well as women should have the equal rights to their remuneration, respect as well as benefits not only in
the society but also in their work places.
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By empowering woman, a new era can be observed in the 21st century where they can possess the key to lock self
worth and can fly free in the air where there are no grounds of gender inequalities.
Conclusion
Not only in India but the gap between genders equality is observed in many countries worldwide. This gender equality
shares a great relationship with employment, family, children, and fertility too. The gender equality also is a serious
matter which needs to be considered on high priority as it can even help in the reduction of crime rate. Security of each and
every woman is the responsibility of today's society, the more educated and aware they are the more is the respect and
equality for woman. A nation having a blend of this is indeed the most successful and respectable nation.
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Abstract
Female feticide is the selective abortion or elimination of the female child, done deliberately by the mother or family
after the detection of the child's gender through medical tests. This is usually done under familial pressure from the
husband or the in-laws or even the woman's parents. In places, where cultural norms value male over female children
like as India, China, Pakistan, and Southeast Europe etc. voluntary abortions of female fetuses are quite common. Like
many societies around the world, India is patriarchal. A set hierarchy prevails in all tiers of its social order and a
extreme preference for male children is particularly frequent in India. From the antique scriptures, one finds instances
where men are brilliantly praised as the key to continuing the family lineage, while females are forced to undergo
multiple pregnancies until they become breeding machines that produce male progeny. Sadly but true a majority of
female feticide cases involve the enthusiastic participation of women, both aged and young. To add fuel to the fire, the
unethical sex determination and selective abortion of female infants has become a booming industry. Money has become a dangerous incentive for this transgression. The causes of female feticide lie within the cultural norms as well as
the socio-economic policies of the country, where the practice prevails. What is the rationale, one may wonder. Few
eminent reasons for killing female fetuses are mentioned below:In Indian society “Male Children are considered as
Better Investment for family future as the same time female Children Are a Gamble." The age-old dowry system puts a
damper on the spirits of those who are blessed with a girl child. When a girl is born, the parents begin to calculate the
expense of her future marriage. Women without having male child don't have Status in Society. With the legalization of
abortion in India, illegal sex determination and termination of pregnancies have become everyday realities. Industrial
Growth is one of the well-known reasons for present time female feticide, Industrialization of the health sector has
further established the practice of sex selective abortion. With the advent of CVS, amniocentesis, and ultrasound, sex
determination of the fetus has become much easier and common. At the conclusion, I must say, a consistent and
strenuous effort by everyone can prove to be the necessary baby step in the right direction. We might not support the
notion of women rising above men, becoming the dominant sex or conquering the world, but the basic humanitarian
consideration to let an innocent child live and see the world. Let's not be murderers of our own flesh and blood.
Keywords : Female Foeticide, Innocent Killing of Girl Child, Infantacide.
Introduction
According to a recent report by the United Nations Children’s Fund, up to 50 million girls and women are missing
from India’s population as a result of efficient gender discrimination. It has been six long decades since India gained
independence, but many Indians are motionless, trapped in age long customary beliefs. Here “old beliefs attitude” entail
the mindset of people who still find themselves in the trap of girl-boy inequality. The tolerant Indian society has failed to
transform the other part of orthodox India society. Without any doubt, India is advancing at a fast pace in the field of
science and technology and also in aping of western culture, but if we look at the grass root level, the picture is totally
different. It is rather dark, especially when it comes to how Indian society treat fairer sex. Here, in the 21st century, the
girl child continuous to be murdered before she is born. Female feticide is still prevalent in Indian society and it has been
practiced for hundreds of years. Female feticide is a terminology which is commonly used by academicians, medical
community and many other socially active agencies on this particular issue. It is used to describe “the selective abortion
or elimination of the female child, done deliberately by the mother or family after the detection of the child’s gender
through medical tests.” This is usually done under familial pressure from the husband or the in-laws or even the woman’s
parents.
In places, where cultural norms value male over female children like as India, China, Pakistan, and Southeast Europe
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etc. intentional abortions of female fetuses are pretty common. Like many societies around the world, India has patriarchal
culture. A set hierarchy prevails in all tiers of its social order and extreme preference for male children is very frequent in
India. From the Indian traditional scriptures, one finds instances where men are brilliantly praised as the key to continuing
the family lineage, while females are forced to undergo multiple pregnancies until they become breeding machines that
produce male descendants. Sadly but true, a majority of female feticide cases involve the enthusiastic participation of
women, both aged and young. To add fuel to the fire, the unethical sex determination and selective abortion of female
infants has become a booming industry. Money has become a dangerous incentive for this transgression.
Female feticides have been in practice for centuries, especially for the families who prefer only male child. Various
religious, social, financial and emotional reasons are there for this act. Time has changed now to a great extent, however,
various reasons and beliefs are continuing in some families. The key causes of female feticide lie within the cultural norms
as well as the socio-economic policies of the country, where the practice prevails. What is the rationale, one may wonder.
Few eminent reasons for killing female fetuses are mentioned below:
Socio-Economic Causes
Male Children are considered as Better Investment for family future The bias against females in India is related
to the fact that “Sons are called upon to provide the income; they are the ones who do most of the work in the fields.” In
this way sons are looked upon as a type of insurance. Thus, it becomes clearer that the high value given to males decreases
the value given to females. In a patriarchal society, “preservation” of the family name in the forthcoming generations is
the main cause of concern. Also Hinduism allows only a son or male relative to light the father’s pyre.
Female Children Are a Gamble
The age-old dowry system puts a limitation on the spirits of those who are blessed with a girl child. When a girl is
born, the parents begin to calculate the expense of her future marriage. The practice of dowry is widely prevalent even in
communities and castes. As a result, daughters are considered to be an economic liability. Over the past few decades, the
problem of dowry has acquired alarming proportions giving rise to numerous socio-economic problems of far reaching
consequences such as bride burning, physical harassment, brutality and torture. In India an average of five women a day
are burned in dowry related disputes and many cases are never reported. In the South Indian communities they believe
that ‘Bringing up a girl is like watering a neighbor’s plant’.
Subject to Women Status in Society
Women without having male child usually don’t obtain a respectable status in Society. Parents and grandparents
understand it their honor to have a boy baby in the family, whereas disgrace having a girl baby. There is a myth that son
will carry name of family in future whereas girl have to carry husband’s family and name. There is a pressure on new
bride of the family to give birth to a male child. Thus she is forced to go for sex determination and abortion if the child is
girl baby.
Less Education
Prevalent illiteracy, insecurity and poverty of people and especially less educated females in society are main reasons
of girl baby burden.
Industrial and Technological Causes
We can see that female feticide has been accomplished through the historical and cultural milieu. Earlier, people
believed that male babies are superior as they would provide physical labor as well as lead the family heredity in future.
Son is considered as family asset however a daughter is a liability. Female feticide was almost started in the early 1990s
on the coming of reasonably priced ultrasound technology in India. The advancement of ultrasound technology in India
came in 1979 however its reach was slow but became widespread in 2000s. It is estimated that since 1990s, more than 10
million of female fetuses have been aborted because of being a girl.
Legal vs. Illegal abortions in India, illegal sex determination and termination of pregnancies have become everyday
realities. Some kind of complications in pregnancy can also demand surgical termination of pregnancy after or before
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eight weeks of conception. This is where the termination or abortion is legal and doctors may have to suggest and go for
discontinuance of pregnancy for the sake of health of the mother carrying the unborn child.
However, the technique of surgical annihilation is misused by some people in getting rid of the female fetus. Some
people intentionally get the sex determined of the unborn child by using the technique of ultrasound and if it is determined
as female fetus, they do termination done by surgery. Many societies in India face the problem of slanted male-female sex
ratio which is unhealthy to any society. But the irresponsible practice of female fetuses is still going on without realizing
the ill effects and drastic consequences of the practice.
Abortion of female fetus is one kind of criminal act like as murder. Divinity is the creator of life and nobody should
have the right to take it back. Some women themselves are in favor of getting their female fetus aborted through surgery
which is a extremely shameful act and it must be condemned.
Rapid Industrial Growth and Advance Technologies
This is one of the well-known reasons for contemporary time female feticide, Industrialization of the health sector
with the introduction of CVS, amniocentesis, and ultrasound, sex determination of the fetus has become much easier and
common. Advances in technologies especially ultrasonography are now effortlessly available at the clinic next door. The
sex of the fetus can be determined within 13 to 14 week of pregnancy by the vaginal sonography and by the 14 to 16 weeks
through abdominal ultrasound. These methods have rendered sex determination cheap and simple.
Pre Conception Techniques such as Ericsson Method which separates the X and Y chromosomes from the sperm
and then injects back only the Y chromosome into the womb to ensure a boy baby. Yet another technique known as the Pre
Implantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD) helps to determine the sex of even and unrecognizable fetus. One or two cells
are removes from an 8-10 celled embryo as early as three days after fertilization and is then re implanted into the uterus.
The easy availability of mobile scanning machines means doctors are now doing vigorous business in rural areas.
Nobody reports the unqualified technicians because it is not in their interest to do so. Even the qualified doctors in the
registered clinics have many ways to violating the law against using ultrasound tests to determine the sex of the fetus. If
the ultrasound test shows a male fetus in the womb the doctor simply tells the nurse or well known codes develop between
both of them to mean the sex. No documentation or the so called paper work is done. So there is no evidence of illegal
practices. The wider availability of technology in urban areas accounts of the lower child sex ratio compared with rural
areas.
The long-standing Consequences of Aborting Female Fetuses As Newton’s Third Law of Motion states, “For
every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction.” The after-effects of the genocide of female feticide are across-theboard. Blinded by their desire for male children, the majority of parents are ignorant of the disaster they unwittingly
invite by indulging in female feticide.
Imbalance Sex Ratio the United Nations “world population fund” indicated that India has one of the utmost sex
imbalanced countries. In India if we look at the figures of sex ratio according to the 2011 census, the number of girls
stands at 940 which is marginal increase from 933 in 2001 census. Not surprisingly Haryana has the lowest sex ratio
among the states while Kerala remains at the top with the highest sex ratio in India. In the national capital Delhi the
statistics stands at 821 girls against 1000 boys in 2001 compared to 866 in 2011. According to statistics nearly 10 million
female fetuses aborted in the county over the past two decades. Of the 12 million girls born in India and 1 million do not
see their first birthdays. Demographers warn that there will be shortage of brides in the next 20 years because of the
adverse juvenile sex ratio combined with an overall decline in fertility.
Women Trafficking
The sheer turn down in the number of girls makes them scarce for the teaming number of males eligible for marriage.
As a result, illegal trafficking of women has become common practice in various regions. Lots of teenage/young girls are
kidnapped from their parents and sold to the highest bidder. These girls are treated as sex entity and more than half of such
cases go unreported to the authorities. So that we can say that, when the state participates in the buy and sell of its female
population, the present and future psychological outlay sound the alarm.
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Increase in Rape and Assault
The life changeover from a female fetus to school going girl to caring women is never an easy task for the fairer sex.
She has to face challenges at every step of her life. Daily there are a lot of news related rape, sexual harassment,
molestation, verbal abuse, torture, and a range of exploitation. She has to fight against gender indiscrimination, inequality
and hundreds of social norms are tagged with her, the day she puts her step outside her home.
Population Decline
With no mothers to bear children (male or female), there will be fewer births, leading to a decline in population.
Though population control is currently the goal of many nations like China and India, therefore a total wipeout of one sex
is not the way to achieve this target by the developing nations.
Prevention and Strategies to reduce Female Feticide
As we all know that female feticide is a crime and social disaster for the future of women. We should notice the
reasons for female feticide in the Indian society and try to solve one by one on regular basis. Female infanticide or female
feticide is mainly because of the sex determination. There should be legal stoppage to get control over it. The government
of India has recently launched a “Save the Girl Child Campaign” popularly called “Beto Bacho- Beti Parao”. One of its
major objectives is to reduce the preference for a son by highlighting the achievements of young girls. To achieve the long
term vision efforts are afloat to create an environment where son and daughters are equally valued. All the laws should be
strictly followed by the every citizens of India and one should be surely punished if found guilty for this cruel practice.
Permanent termination of license should be done if found practicing this. Marketing of medical equipments especially for
illegal sex determination and abortion should be stopped. Parents should be penalized who want to kill their girl baby.
Campaigns and seminars should be regularly organized to aware young couples. Women should be empowered so that
they can be more attentive to their rights. The issues of female infanticide, female feticide, and selective sex abortion have
gained global attention, and many international and national lawmaking bodies have come forward to stop this cruel
practice. Of the numerous steps taken to curb the matter, the prominent ones are:
•

Government agencies should do Cancellation/permanent termination of the doctor’s license, who aborts a fetus simply
because of its gender.

•

Heavy penalty should impose on companies and medical agencies which specialize in marketing medical equipment
used for illegal sex determination and abortion in unlicensed clinics and hospitals.

•

High fines and quick judicial action should be taken against those parents who knowingly try to kill their unborn
baby.

•

Educational institutes, NGOs, health agencies, media, teachers’ community, medical fraternity and government should
must widespread campaigns and seminars for young adults and potential parents to enlighten them about the ill
effects of female feticide. Conduct regular workshops/seminars which would gently help to reiterate the importance
of this problem.

•

Sensitizing medical students who become the doctors of tomorrow; towards the unpleasant sex ratio though stressing
upon the ethical issues in female feticide.

•

Ignorance is one of the major causes for selective sex abortion cases. Spreading awareness campaigns can go a long
way in saving our future sisters, mothers, girlfriends, live in partners and wives.

Conclusion
Ironically, it all happens in a country where a girl is seen as an incarnation of goddesses like Laxmi, Durga and
Sarswati. On the other side, many families celebrate and feel joy when girl child is born in their family. They think she
will bring luck, harmony, happiness and peace to their family. They even touch her feet to seek her blessings. Although at
the level of ground reality India has yet to go a long way in her fight against pre birth elimination of females. Time is
quickly ticking away. A cohesive and intensive effort by medical fraternity, laws, political leaders, NGOs, media,
academicians and everyone can prove to be transforming by taking the necessary baby step in the right direction.
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We might not support the notion of women rising above men, becoming the dominant sex, or conquering the humanity,
but the basic humane consideration to let an innocent child live and see the world.
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Abstract

Is our society handing the advancement in technology in right way? Never before have there been so many medical
intervention options available to determine the well being of the foetus. Advancements in reproductive technology are
encouraging and have given newfound hope to couples who may not have had these same opportunities just a few years
ago. However, the society with deep-seated cultural preference for sons have misused this beautiful advancement in
technology and hence skewed the sex ratio in various states of India. Advances in technologies, especially ultrasonography
are now conveniently available at the “clinic next door”, with the woman’s family willing to dish out any amount that
is demanded. The present article aims to reflect upon the advancement in technology and its impact on adverse child sex
ratio. The article also tried to explore the possible options to counter this critical medico-social problem.
Keywords : Female Foeticide; pre-natal diagnostic tests
Introduction
Progress of science and technology is mandatory for the progress of a nation, but what matters most is its manifestation
and beneficial application. Advancement in technology has played an important and constructive role in the area of
reproductive biology. However on the other hand this advancement has put its adverse effect on child sex ratio. In India
and China, which both need low cost alternatives for diagnosis and treatment, ultrasound use is regulated because of the
common practice of using it to determine sex of the fetus and then to selectively abort female foetuses [1]. Social pressures
in India, and the presence of low-cost technologies like ultrasound, have led to sex-based abortion of female fetuses, and
an increasingly smaller percentage of girls born each year. In China, the one-child law combined with a preference for
male children led to female feticide [2]
A ban on the government departments at the centre and in the states, making use of pre-natal sex determination for the
purpose of abortion — a penal offence — led to the commercialization of the technology; private clinics providing sex
determination tests through amniocentesis multiplied rapidly and widely. These tests are made available in areas that do
not even have potable water, with marginal farmers willing to take loans at 25 per cent interest to have the test. Advertisements
appear blatantly encouraging people to abort their female fetuses in order to save the future cost of dowry. The portable
ultrasound machine has allowed doctors to go from house to house in towns and villages. In a democracy it is difficult to
restrict right to business and livelihood if the usual parameters are fulfilled.
The present article aims to reflect upon the advancement in technology and its impact on adverse child sex ratio. The
article also tried to explore the possible options to counter this critical medico-social problem.
Medical Advancement in the area of Pre-natal Diagnostic Tests and Its Misuse
The three chief pre-natal diagnostic tests that are being used to determine the sex of a fetus are amniocentesis, chronic
villi biopsy (CVB) and ultrasonography . Amniocentesis is meant to be used in high-risk pregnancies, in women over 35
years. CVB is meant to diagnose inherited diseases like thalassaemia, cystic fibrosis and muscular dystrophy.
Ultrasonography is the most commonly used technique. It is non-invasive and can identify up to 50 per cent of abnormalities
related to the central nervous system of the fetus. But sexing has become its preferred application
Chorionic villus sampling (CVS) and amniocentesis may be conducted in the eighth and ninth week, onwards. During
chorionic villus sampling, a sample of the chorionic villus (which is a tissue of the placenta, the organ that connects the
foetus to the uterine wall, to supply it with nutrients and gas, and to enable waste excretion) is obtained, and tested. This
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is generally used to test the foetus for chromosomal or genetic disorders. In amniocentesis, a little of the amniotic fluid
(present in the amniotic sac, surrounding the foetus) is extracted. This fluid contains foetal tissues, and the DNA present
in them is tested for chromosomal abnormalities, and foetal infection. Both these techniques can be used to determine the
sex of the foetus. However, these techniques are rather invasive, and lead to severe chances of damage to the foetus and
miscarriage [3]. These techniques are also relatively difficult.
The amniocentesis test has achieved dubious popularity as the one which provides quick ‘results’ and is ‘accurate’.
Health-wise, these tests can cause a great deal of damage. Very often, the clinical preconditions of following aseptic
procedures and ultrasonic monitoring are not followed during the incision and piercing of the amniotic sac for amniotic
fluid. This leads to high chances of sepsis in the reproductive tract, hip dislocation and respiratory problems [4]. This test
can also cause considerable damage to the foetus and placenta, resulting in spontaneous abortion or premature labour [5].
However, the commercial viability of these tests and the glamour of being in the medical business have overtaken ethical
considerations.Medical practitioners conceal the fact that these tests ‘detect’ but do not ‘determine’ the sex of the foetus.
Therefore, having an abortion or multiple abortions in the sixteenth and eighteenth week (third month and after) of
pregnancy if the foetus is of the ‘wrong’ sex is risky; and the test is not always foolproof. Further, this puts the woman’s
health at stake. The news of the death of a woman 20 weeks pregnant after an abortion following an amniocentesis in a
private clinic in Bombay, illustrates the unacknowledged risk that is involved [6]. Moreover, selective abortions following
the SD test after the twelfth week of pregnancy is gross misuse of a liberal legislation. The Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act, 1971, permits abortion up to the twelfth week of pregnancy. However, amniocentesis can be performed
only during the fourteenth and sixteenth week of pregnancy and an abortion thereafter can be conducted only between the
fifteenth and eighteenth week of pregnancy.
The use of ultrasound has had a large impact on health care in resource poor countries [7]. Using an ultrasound to
determine how dehydrated a child is, whether an injured person requires surgery, whether a person who has collapsed has
a blood clot or a punctured lung or fluid around their heart and treat those things appropriately is incredibly powerful and,
after paying for the machine, costs nothing but the time to train practitioners. The misuse of ultrasound in India for sex
determination, leading to female foeticide, has prompted a debate in the radiological community about who should be
allowed to perform ultrasound exams. And whether restricting it to only radiologists and gynaecologists will help curb its
illegal and wrongful use. The widespread misuse of prenatal ultrasound has led to genocide against the female gender. In
India, due to fetal sexing, a female fetus is selectively aborted every 12 seconds. As long as multinational corporations
continue to sell cheap ultrasound machines to developing countries, and while the law permits abortion and society
maintains a preference for sons over daughters, the illegal practice of fetal sex determination will continue.
Above all, indisputably, ultrasound technology is an invaluable tool for medical diagnosis and cannot be banned.
However, a more nuanced solution exists: creating safer ultrasound machines that cannot be misused.
Where is the cure?
Manufacturers of ultrasound machines have patented software that can automatically prevent the sex of a fetus from
being revealed, while retaining all other medical information [8]. A patent search demonstrates that technology to specifically
block the genital organ in a live ultrasound is known to various multinational companies. The existence of these patents
clearly demonstrates the ability of ultrasound manufacturers to create ultrasound machines that block the genitalia —
thus producing a far safer ultrasound. This “add-on” patented software for preventing sex-determination would be effective
and relatively inexpensive. Yet it has not been widely introduced or implemented. General Electric (GE) has a pending US
patent application (US Patent Publication 20090169074) entitled, “System and Method for Computer Assisted Analysis
of Medical Image,” which concerns technology that allows selected information, such as the genitals, to be suppressed.
GE’s patent application states: “When required by law, a display of real-time ultrasound exam of a fetus can be designed
to suppress sex determination task, by selectively blurring images of genitals of the fetus.” There is a counterpart application
by GE, pending in China. Philips’ patent application, CN102048557, entitled, “Device Capable of Preventing the Abuse
of Ultrasonic Image Inspection and Method Thereof,” is also pending in China. Shenzhen Microprofit Electronics owns
Chinese Patent CN100462054 entitled, “Method for Shielding Sex Part on Foetus Image for Preventing and Recognizing
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Foetus Sex.”
Interestingly, none of these patents have been filed in India. Is it because the filing would be an admission to the Indian
government that these companies do have technology to prevent sex-determination? Also, if these patents are just a click
away, why is the Indian government not taking a stand?
Even though the Indian government has outlawed both sex-determination and sex-selective abortion since 1994, and
has mandated that ultrasound manufacturers sell the machines only to licensed clinics, the number of female fetuses
aborted has grown exponentially each year. In the last 30 years, since the use of ultrasounds in India began, the child sex
ratio has fallen from 962 girls per 1,000 boys in 1981, to merely 919 girls to 1,000 boys in 2011 – a massive 48 point
drop. Moreover, skewed sex ratios drive women to even lower social status, increasing violence against women.
There would undoubtedly be challenges to implementing and distributing new ultrasound machines that automatically
block information on fetal genitalia (8) . In very rare cases, there is the likelihood of blocking a pathological lesion present
near the genital organs. This, however, can be addressed with simple innovations, such as sending unblocked fetal genital
images to a certified image review center through a secured network.
Many questions still remain, however: What should be done with the thousands of ultrasound machines that are
already in use in India? Can the government demand that owners update the existing machines with the software? Who
will do the updating?
Ultimately, collaboration between manufacturers, third-party software developers, and the government is required to
successfully attain the unified goal of curbing female feticide.
That being said, a technological solution alone cannot provide a cure for deeper social issues such as an inherent
preference for a son. But as ultrasound accounts for 95 percent of prenatal sex-determination, a technological block
would directly disable the overt crime of sex determination.
Currently, thousands of mothers in India are coerced by their husbands and in-laws to abort their female child. To
empower mothers and attack the problem head-on, we must provide the technology for preventing sex-selective abortion,
and this may further catalyze social transformation.
Societal responsibility falls just as much on corporations as it does on citizens and governments. In response to strong
criticisms by the United Nations and other international organizations, GE released a report in 2009 stating that it would
“move beyond vigilance of its own operations and think creatively about how the Company can contribute to the wider
societal change that must take place.” Yet the most promising solution is not actively pursued. It is time for corporations
to show leadership and lead the call to action.
Together, multinational companies such as GE, Siemens, and Philips, hold 72 percent of a rapidly growing ultrasound
market in India. The costs for bringing the genital-blocking technology to the market certainly do not outweigh the
benefits. These companies have the ethical responsibility of solving an international social crisis.
Before sex ratios plummet further and rapes occur at tragically increasing rates, the life-saving ultrasound technology
must be upgraded to prevent its misuse.
Conclusion
Innovation and inventions are a natural part of today’s developing world – and these cannot be blamed for the
consequences our uses lead to. However, it is our usage and the exploitation of the resources we have (like we do in nearly
every field), that hurts us the most. It is this usage that has to be checked and kept under control, if we have to find a
solution to the problems we are facing. However, to do so, it is of utmost importance, to firstly, investigate and figure out
why this is happening, and what has led and motivated us to take such undue advantages of the results of our very own
‘brainpower’.
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Abstract
The present study is related to status of women in Indian society from ancient days till today. It gives importance on the
position of women in various fields like family life, social life. It gives importance to the position of women in various
fields like social life and political life. The position of women in Indian society was not always the same. There were ups
and downs in their lives. During Vedic period the women were accorded a very high position. But since post Vedic
period women were being treated as a weak, helpless and powerless. The birth of a girl child was considered as
inauspicious. From time to time many saints and reformers voiced for the uplift of the women. Time changed and so as
the condition of women. After Independence women gathered the courage to prove themselves in all spheres of life and
the Indian constitution helped in that. Now there is a need to ask for the real equality which can lead women to the new
horizons of success and it can only be possible if we change our mind set and give up gender discrimination.
Keywords : Empowerment, Gender Discrimination, Sati system, Purdha, Violence.
Introduction
“Yatra Naryastu Pujyante, Ramante Tatra devata” with this thought the women of ancient India enjoyed a position of
respect and held important positions in society even if the patriarchal system was prevalent. There are references to show
that women power destroyed kingdoms and mighty rulers. Her utility, resourcefulness in domestic life, affectionate care
of children have always proved a great asset to her family and have, to a considerable extent, determined her status at
different stages of civilization. On one hand there are different texts which give a picture of power of feminism on the
other hand there are instances of suppression of that power. Today the position of women has changed considerably. She
is enjoying the same status socially, economically and politically. But still we need to think on the reality and look back
into history to learn from the mistakes done in the past by not giving equal opportunities to the women, who can help more
in the development of the country if given a desired status.
While thinking about the status of women in India we can divide the period for better understanding.
Ancient Period
Sangam Literature Sillapadikaram of Elango Adigal mentioned that the Madurai, the capital of Pandyas was burnt
when by mistake a woman’s husband was killed by Pandya ruler, Nedunchezhiyan. Draupadi’s humiliation led to
Mahabharata. Ramayana is all about abduction of Sita and its consequences. The plethora of goddesses in ancient period
was created to instill respect for women. All the goddesses like Durga, Lakshmi, Saraswati were worshipped for strength/
courage, money and wisdom. In the Vedic period women used to participate in religious ceremonies but they were dependent
on their partners of parents throughout their life. The instances of Swayamvara (being married to a person whom a girl
wants) are also found in the epics like Ramayana and Mahabharata, which continued in the later period in the high caste
families. These two epics have a strong influence on the Indian society. Even today the girls are taught to follow the
footsteps of Sita who surrendered all her desires and followed her husband to the forest.
Later the position of women underwent many changes in all spheres of life. In the political sphere they lost the right
to attend assemblies. Child marriages came into existence. Aitareiya brahmana and Atharvaveda deplore the birth of
daughters. Yet some important works were assigned to the women. The importance of a Raja’s wife given in the Rajasuya
Yagna is an indication of matrilineal influence. This naturally increased her religious value. It was said that a man could
not become a spiritual whole, unless he was accompanied by his wife. It was believed that God did not accept the oblation
offered by a bachelor. Wife was thus indispensable from the spiritual and religious points of view. So, her religious status
was as high as that of her husband. There are references of intellectuals like Maitrei, Gargi, Apala and Ghosha during
ancient period.
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Gradually the position of women deteriorated as the feelings of unity started fading away. During the time of Smritis,
women were denied the rights to study the Vedas, utter Vedic mantras and perform Vedic rites. Domestic life became
compulsory for them and devotion to husband was their duty. Magasthenes also wrote about the condition of women. He
wrote about the practice of polygamy, women as palace guards, bodyguards to the kings, divorce and widow remarriage
too. Thus the status of women though inferior was not as bad as it was in the later stages.
Medieval Period
11th century saw the emergence of Islam in India. It introduced certain practices which were not helpful for the
women to be free from the bondage. The system of Purdha (veil), which was prevalent in the royal families only now
spread to other classes also. Marriages, divorce or inheritance related questions were decided as per the Muslim law that
was Shariyat. Although Noor Jahan, Razia, Maham Anga were the females who influenced the history yet many of the
women were kept away from the participation in political or economic spheres of life. Even today many of the Muslim
women have still not been able to access opportunities for education. During this age the ill practices gained further
momentum. Many of the Rajput females also performed Purdha, Johar and Sati as a mass during this period. The priests
misinterpreted the sacred texts to their advantage and tried to create an impression that these evil practices have divine
sanction. Since women were kept away from education and life outside the home, they could never question the existing
practices.
Modern Period
In the modern period the status of the women can be divided into two periods, the British rule and post independence
period. In 18th century the political orderliness came with the British rule but the social practices in terms of status of
women remain unchanged. It was in 19th century when a famous social reformer’s fight against Sati gained a positive
response from the then Governor General Lord William Bentick who initiated in enacting the Sati Prohibition Act. With
the help of Raja Rammohan Roy and Ishwarchand Vidyasagar the women in India realized their strength and importance.
Gandhiji under whose leadership women participated in Nationalist movement opposed evil practices in the society.
According to him, “Swaraj without social reform was not a meaning proposition”. Due to the efforts of Ishwarchand
Vidyasagar ji Widow Remarriage Act of 1856 was passed. Jyotiba Phule, a great reformer from Maharashtra dedicated
his life for the cause of women. He established a school for girls in 1848 and started first school for dalit girls in 1852. He
established a home also for the children of widows. Maharshi Karvey also worked for women empowerment by establishing
educational institutions for girls and women.
Gradually women put their efforts in changing not only history but also society as a whole. Indian women like Annie
Besant, Dr. Sarojini Naidu, Durgabai Deshmukh, Kamladevi Chattopadhyay, Nellie Sengupta and many other actively
participated in the freedom struggle to highlight the importance of the elevation of Indian women. The women of India
took equal initiative and participated in the freedom struggle of India. The enthusiasm of women in armed revolution
helped Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose to set up the Rani of Jhansi Regiment in Indian National Army. Madam Bhikaji
Kama, Kasturba Gandhi, Pritilata Vadekar, Sucheta Kriplani, Aruna Asaf Ali, Captain Laxmi Sehgal and Jyoti Davar of
INA are a few out of many who fought for the nation and proved their importance in the society.
Though wide spread changes did not occur during British period yet the stage was set for the gender just society in
place of the gender biased society. Finally India got freedom from the British rule in 1947 and there were hopes of a new
system which could form laws and lanch new schemes for the empowerment of women.
Post Independence Period
After independence, the Indian constitution conferred equal rights to the men and women to abolish the gender
discrimination. The government of India implemented a number of laws to liberate women from oppressive social customs.
These include The Hindu Marriage Act 1955, The Hindu Succession Act 1955, The Dowry Prohibition Act 1961, The
Maternity Benefit Act 1961, The Equal Remuneration Act 1976 and many more. Besides these there are other acts also
like The Family Courts Act 1984 and The National commission for women Act of1990 were passed to provide support
women.
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There are many famous women who had made India feel proud by their contribution in different fields of expertise.
Indira Gandhi, Lata Mangeshkar, Kalpana Chawla, Mother Teresa, Sania Mirza, Saina Nehwal, Mary Kom, P.T. Usha,
Pratibha Singh Patil and many more are the gems of India. But the number can still be counted on fingers. Despite so
many economic schemes, government programmes and legal provisions for women empowerment, still most of the women
are underprivileged.
Though significant improvement has been observed in the position of women after independence, women continue to
suffer from ill health, illiteracy and violence. Even after six decades of independence women are one of the marginalized
group in Indian society. The problems related to illiteracy, female foeticide, female infanticide, gender discrimination,
violence, rape, acid attacks etc are increasing like anything. The culturally prescribed roles for males and females project
females as weak and submissive, which hampers their development. Even educated and economically strong women face
discrimination, violence and many other problems. It’s the need of hour that we teach our children that equality can lead
us to development and changing attitude towards females is very important if we really wish to improve their status in the
society.
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Abstract
Females have been exploited all over the world in every sphere of life on the basis of physical, economical, social ,
and emotional tortures . In India this problem is yet on higher level as here in many portions of country and society
females are not even allowed to take birth and they are killed in their mothers womb ,which is against the fundamental and
human rights and is strictly objectionable in this advanced educated society. Female feticide the selective abortion of the
female fetuses is killing around one million females in India annually with far ranging and tragic sequences. The major
reason for this practice is the engagement of advance scientific inventions with the traditional social structural values
and beliefs. Prenatal sex detection technologies have been misused continuously and the parents are shamelessly poor
that they even cannot afford to brought up the girl child , so kill her before birth and later on these parents ridiculously
seek huge amount of dowry in their son's marriage. But the doctors and the radiologist are more responsible for this
criminal offence as they are better educated and being in this noble profession of life saving, have become criminals by
killing female fetuses for some economical profits . There is an urge of ethical and moral value oriented educational
initiatives to be taken among these sections of society which are engaged in these heartless practices . The paper will
discuss the educational measures required to elimimate female feticide from society and need of ethical value education
among those much educated sections of society which are engaged in this heartless practice.
Keywords - Science and Technology, Social Disaster, Sonography, Pre Natal Diagnostic Act, Ethical Education,Values.
Introduction
Gender violence has many dimensions namely rape, eve-teasing, humiliation and killing for dowry, sexual harassment
at work place, domestic violence, discrimination at work place, female feticide, female infanticide and many more.
Among all these dimensions, Female feticide is the one which needs to be discussed most and should be controlled as
soon as possible as this is disturbing the male-female ratio of country. This is a social disaster which is oriented and
handled by science and technology and the well educated section of society is involved in this practice .The paper
attempts to discuss this issue and tries to find out the possible steps and solutions to be taken to have a control on it.
The Issue - The Census 2001 indicates that while there is an increase in the overall sex ratio of the country (927
females per 1000 males in 1991 to 933 females per 1000 males in 2001) the child sex ratio (in the 0-6 age group) has
shown a decline in almost all the states as compared to 1991 census. There are 16 districts in the country having less than
800 girls per 1000 boys. Out of these 10 are in Punjab, 5 in Haryana, and 1 in Gujarat (Source Registrar General of
India). This means for every 1000 boys 200 girls are missing. Obviously this missing is due to the practices of killing the
girl before birth (female feticide) and after birth (female infanticide).
Female Feticide- Social Disaster
The practice of selective abortion of fetus because it is female, is known as female feticide. The fetus is killed by a
doctor or a dai (which ever is in reach and is economical to the parents) in the mother's womb. It also has an implication
on the health of mother. At the wider level , it affects the status of women and has serious ecological and demographical
ramifications. It is a grave problem that affects the life and health of a society.
Here female feticide is termed as social disaster because it is originated in this society, by the society and is disturbing
the society. The alarming outcomes of this practice require immediate effective measures as this is adversely affecting the
social and natural gender equilibrium. We are disturbing the natural phenomenon of human birth cycle and thus disbalancing

WJASR / ISSN 2249-4197

43

the male-female ratio of society. In the states where this practice is most prevalent, many boys remain unmarried as they
cannot find the match due to the less number of girls. No doubts, if this practice continues it will disturb the social balance
and it may lead to social problems like increase in sexual offences, sharing of women within or outside the wedlock and
greater insecurity to women. So we can say that this is a social disastrous practice.
Science Oriented
The basic reason for female feticide is that long lasting traditional values of son preference when coupled with the
science and technology have made it much easier to detect and abort the female fetus.
Female Feticide have been linked to the arrival in early 90's, of affordable ultrasound technology and its widespread
adoption in India. Obstetric ultrasonography, either transvaginally or transabdominally, checks for fetal sex. It can be at
or after week 12 of pregnancy. At this point 3/4 of fetal sexes can be correctly determined; according to 2001 study.
Accuracy for male is approximately 50% and for female almost 100%. When performed after week 13 of pregnancy
ultrasonography gives an accurate result in almost 100% cases. Mac Pherson estimates that 100000 abortions every year
continue to be in India solely.
The purpose of science is to discover the reality of things and to expand the limits of knowledge but money has
entered the domain of science and perverting the technological applications of scientific discoveries. Sonography is
suggested in pregnancy to detect any heredritical issue and to check the proper growth, development and movement of
fetal parts but this technology is more famous for pre natal sex determination and is main reason for happening the cases
of female feticide. There are many people who wish to believe that science and technology are ethically neutral ( a knife
can be used to cut vegetables or to commit murder but the inventor is free from praise or blame in either case).
Legal Initiative
To check female feticide, the Pre Natal Diagnostic Technique (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act 1994 was
enacted. The act came into force in 1996. By itself it is comprehensive legislation which lays down the situations in which
the use of pre natal diagnostic techniques is prohibited as also where it is regulated. Despite of regulation of this Act, the
practice of killing of female fetuses is flourishing under the care of some greedy and heartless doctors and radiologists.
These well educated and trained doctors and radiologist are engage in violation of PNDT Act and are making money by
this practice.
Role of Ethical Education
Ethics
Ethics is concerned with what is right or wrong, good or bad, fair and unfair, responsible or irresponsible, obligatory
or permissible, praiseworthy or blameworthy. It is associated with guilt, shame, indignation, resentment, empathy,
compassion and care. It is interested in character as well as conduct. It addresses matters of public policy as well as
personal matters.
Ethical Education
The education which is enhancing the learner with ethics and moral values, the right way of living in society, giving
equal respect to both genders and equipping with the sensitivity towards social issues, can be termed as the Ethical
Education.
Role of Education
There are many factors responsible for female feticide such as dowry system, male dominance society, son preference
mind set, economically dependence of females on males, lack of education among female, etc and many more. Among all
the factors, which need attention, education is the most important. In parts of South Asia, where education and employment
opportunities for women are relatively high, the female to male ratio is comparable to that the developed countries.For
instance in Sri Lanka the sex ratio is 102 women per 100 men and in Indian state of Kerala 104 women per 100 men. This
reflects to the deep rooted manifold, short and long term effects of education on psyche and life pattern of people.
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Female Feticide cannot be controlled unless the equation changes and families begin to value their daughter more
than they do at present.
Educational Initiatives To Be Taken For Controlling Female Feticide
As mentioned above that education of female in a society is directly effecting the gender ratio of that society because
more the women are educated ,more they are financially independent and thus more is the respect for women in the society
which ultimately minimize the cases of female feticides. A well educated women is able to earn for herself and for her
family, so she is not a burden on her family and no need of paying dowry for her marriage. So she is not inferior to male
in any aspect thus changes the mindset of people. Following measures needed to be taken to promote the female education
in India and for controlling female feticide-

There should be the provision of complete free education for female at all levels and in all courses (professional also).
This will make parents free from economic burden of their daughter's education.

-

Priority should be given to female over male in admissions in all professional courses.There are many courses where
female are much ahead of male and are giving an example to other peoples to let their female fetus take birth and live
a life of security and pride .These educated females are an example to those who are engage in the practice of female
feticide.

-

Special preference should be provided to females in selection for a particular job and business with some relaxation
over males. If daughter is earning and has occupied an economical and social status in society, then there is no
requirement of any dowry for her marriage which is quite relaxing for her parents.

-

Schemes of various special research fellowships should be designed for female scholars.

-

The curriculum should be revamped to integrate human values among learners.

-

The study content should be enriched with the life stories of successful women in every field just like it mention that
of males.

-

The curriculum of school education should involve the gender ratio related issues and students should be made aware
of the future circumstances of less number of females in society.

-

Students should be made ethically sound on the female violence related issues.

-

The doctors should be made ethically and morally sound regarding the gender ratio issues during their training and inservice programmes.

-

Workshops and seminars have to be organized through voluntary organizations at state, regional, district and block
levels to create awareness against this social evil.

Social Human Measures
Along with above mentioned educational measures, lot more steps needs to be taken to prevent the society from the
disaster named female feticide.
-

The doctors and radiologists involved in the practice of fetal sex determination and abortion should be controlled by
more strict legal rules and regulations.

-

They should be socially criticized and if necessary their registration should be cancelled.

-

There is a need of control over private imaging centers and doctors are supposed to recommend government hospitals
for sonography of pregnant women, if necessarily required for the sake of life of mother and fetus.

-

The employees should be given extra allowance or increament on becoming the father of girl child.

-

The girl child should be given free medical facilities in all health issues, thus making her upbringing more comfortable
for her parents.

-

Media-AIR,TV channels, songs ,dramas ,press ,films, internet etc have to be involved actively in campaigning against
female feticide and making people aware of the consequences of less number of female population all over country.
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Shushma Swaraj in Orissa (on launch of ” Jago Maa Jago”, a national drive to female fetus) said that- rituals like
offering “shradh” and “peend dan” and performing the last rites of a person have made the people believe that their souls
will not rest in peace, if a male child is not born to a family. She said that these false and obsolete notions are to be
removed from the society in order to treat the girl child at par with her male counterpart.
Conclusion
Thus we can say that the problem of female feticide can be eliminated from Indian society by changing the traditional
mind set of the people, who consider the male child more worthy and useful for their future. This mind set can be changed
by the education based on ethics, human and moral values. Females should be given priority in education and employment
so that they can become economically and socially self dependent and also can take care of their parents in difficult times.
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Abstract
Female foeticide has emerged as a major problem in India. It has transcended all caste and class, and is prevalent all
across the county. The unique feature of this problem is that with modernisation and technological innovations, the
situation has further worsened. On one hand, it denied the basic human ‘right to be born’ to many of the female foetus,
on the other, it contributed to the ever continuing exploitation of women. Though the government has enacted various
laws to curb it, the recent government data show that these laws have not been very effective. Contemporary debates on
its attributes have swayed between economic and social factors. While some of the ethnographic accounts have cited
societal acceptance and cultural attributes to this problem, others claim for the strong influence of economic factors.
Based on this contemporary debate, this article has tried to analyse the attributes of female foeticide in India and the
ways to effectively curb it. Relying on the secondary sources, this paper argues that a holistic approach to this problem
has to be adopted. Along with the enactment of stringent laws, awareness among people coupled with the political will
of the ruling dispensation could be the right way to tackle this problem.
Keywords : Cultural factors, Foeticide, Human rights, Infanticide, Political will
Introduction
Female foeticide has been defined as an act of killing of a female foetus outside the legal chain of abortion without any
medical necessity. This problem is closely related to the problem of ‘Infanticide’ which is defined as an act of killing of an
entirely dependent child less than one year of age. The problem of foeticide and infanticide can be analysed as a part of the
larger spectrum of female exploitation and their inferior status in the society. The practice of foeticide and infanticide
challenges the basic human right to be born and imbalances the sex ratio of a country. India has witnessed a severe decline
in the sex ration from 976 in 1961 to 940 in the year 2010 (Census of India, 2011). This decline in the sex ratio has given
rise to problems which have severe consequences, sometimes even to extremities in the form of sexual abuses and rapes.
The magnitude of the problem of female foeticide increased several folds with the recent technological innovations in
the field of medico engineering. Now it is very easy to predict the arrival of a female foetus at a very early stage of
pregnancy. Based on this early knowledge, the parents are going for selective abortion in a very big way. In compliance
with the economic rationality of demand and supply, the country witnessed a mushrooming of clinical diagnostic centres
engaged in selective abortion. It is not that the government of India was not aware of this new form of crime. It enacted
several laws to curb this menace but with the greater technological innovations, the challenges increased manifold.
To safeguard the goals of women empowerment and well-being, the government of India has instituted a separate
ministry of ‘Women and Child Development’. This ministry has an overall responsibility of ensuring welfare for the
women as well as the child cumulatively. In addition, the government has also instituted several laws to control the
diagnostic centres and prevent them from misusing the recent technological innovations for the purpose of female foeticide.
However, with the advent of stricter laws and efforts of the government, the recent data on the sex ratio (see Census 2011)
reveals that the efforts of the government have failed miserably in this regard. The ever growing cases of female foeticide
in the country amid various efforts by the government compel one to contemplate on how this menace can be curtailed?
There is a severe need to contemplate and understand why this problem persists in spite of such efforts. and the probable
ways of curbing it. This paper is an endeavour in this regard. It tries to analyses several academic inquiries and explores
the most appropriate way of controlling female foeticide in India. The paper has three sections. First section explores the
attributes of the problem of female foeticide in India. The second section examines and explains why this problem still
persists and narrates some of the effective ways of curbing female foeticide. The third and the last section comprises of the
conclusion.
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Why female foeticide?
The country where power is identified with female goddess Durga and wealth with that of mother Saraswati, it is
quite challenging to explore the attributes behind the practice of female foeticide. It is quite contradictory that in a
religious country like India, evil practises like female foeticide and infanticide persist. Scholars have tried to explain this
phenomenon based on two broad propositions (see Kang and Shalini, 2015). First, that its roots are based on social norms
and it should not be evaluated as an individual phenomenon. Second, this social norm is largely based on economic
considerations (ibid.). Furthermore, many of the scholars have attributed this phenomenon to the patriarchal set up in the
country (see Chitnis, 2016). It is contested that mothers derive their power and fame only by giving birth to the boy child
and on the contrary they bring disgrace to the family by giving birth to a female child. Moreover, it is also alleged that the
female body is manipulated to serve the patriarchal set-up (see Kumar, 1993). Therefore, the practice of female foeticide
and infanticide reflects the continuum of the centuries old systemic oppression of women.
An interesting aspect of the practice of female foeticide and infanticide is that it places the mother both as a victim as
well as the victimiser. While she is the victim of this heinous practise, she is also the victimiser who allows her body to be
used for such purposes. Sociologists claim that this practise is deeply routinised and it never appears as a deviance. A
study using two year longitudinal data revealed how the act of female infanticide was routinised among rural population
in southern part of India (see Roberts and Montgomery, 2016). It narrated accounts of everyday oppression faced by rural
women and portrayed how this practice of infanticide has contributed to the oppression of women (ibid). Furthermore, the
oppression faced by women takes various forms. Sometimes, it is among caste lines where the lower caste female are not
entitled to various natural resources. Further, women are generally confined to the four walls of their houses and are not
allowed to participate in the decision making activities of the home, which becomes the sole prerogative of the male
members of the family. The practice of Dowry further accentuated the inferior status of women and abetted dowry deaths.
Overall, it can be stated that the scholars have attributed the problem of female foeticide and infanticide to the age old
oppression of women. They considered it as a larger continuum of violence on women. It is claimed that when things are
routinised for a very long time, it is very difficult to reform or modify them. Therefore, the scholars contemplate that the
only solution to this problem lies in empowering women. In the proceeding section various advocacies of scholars in
combating foeticide and infanticide is discussed.
Curbing female foeticide and the challenges there of Scholars advocated numerous ways for combating the problem
of female foeticide and infanticide. Some have argued in the favour of cumulative resistance not only by women but also
by men and claim that mere enactment of stringent laws would not be sufficient by themselves (see Patel, 2013). In
aligning with this cumulative resistance, there are also instances where these resistances are clubbed with other popular
resistant movements. For example, reformist like Jotiba Phule incorporated the issue of women empowerment along with
the caste reformation movement. Further, in contemporary era, ecologists like Vandana Shiva supported ecological
movements along gender lines and conceived toiling women as the basis of power for the ecological change.
It is contemplated that women empowerment could play a positive role in curbing the practice of female foeticide.
Moreover, in the modern context women empowerment is largely conceived on the economic basis. It is argued that if
women are economically independent, they will be in a position to resist the menace like the female foeticide. However, in
contrary to the assumption that economic independence would empower women, it was found that the availability of
cheap and modern technologies coupled with the economic freedom of women further accentuated the problem of foeticide
and infanticide (see Banerjee and Biswas, 2003). Furthermore, even after ensuring equal property rights to the women
could not bring any significant change in the mindset of people especially on the issues of foeticide and infantcide (see
Kang and Shalini, 2015). In addition, the patriarchal mindset could not be altered even on account of the enactment of
various legislative changes. The failure of these legislative changes could also be attributed to its poor implementation.
For example, reservation for women in the local Panchayat elections could not bring any significant change in their status
as men wielded the actual power. Furthermore, social customs have also been identified as the major factor in the perpetuation
of female foeticide. In one of the most recent working paper, it was identified that price fluctuation of gold had a direct
bearing on the scale of female foeticide and infanticide (see Bhalotra, Chakravarty and Gulesci, 2016). Therefore, the
basic question of how women could be empowered enough to resist female foeticide and infanticide stands enigmatic. It
is not that there are no success stories. Some of the studies have shown that with consistent efforts change can take place.
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In one such work, the mind-set of the men and women were changed through awareness campaign as it resulted in the
decline in the number of foeticide and infanticide cases (see Mangai, 1998).
Contemporary scholarship on the issue of women empowerment have advocated that girls should be socialised right
from their childhood and made to believe that they are capable enough to assume all the responsibilities traditionally
assigned to the males (see Kang and Shalini, 2015). To bring about such changes in the mind-set of people, the role of
‘political will’ is very crucial. It is argued that political parties are a part of the greater social spectrum and they have to
incorporate the elimination of this evil practice in their election manifesto (see Chunkath and Athreya, 2000). Overall, the
scholars agree that with the recognition that every female child has a right to be born and live fearlessly can go a long way
in curbing foeticide and infanticide.
Conclusion
The paper tried to analyse the complexities associated with the problem of female foeticide and infanticide in the
context of India. It narrated how this problem has further accentuated various other social evils. Based on the arguments
made by scholars and the debates thereof, the paper concludes by supporting the findings of the study (see Aninidita et al.
2015) and proclaim that female foeticide and infanticide is a complex issue requiring a positive change in the mind set of
the people through cultural awakening and education.
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Abstract

This paper explores the possibility of role of technology in female foeticide. As we know that every thing has two aspect
Positive and Negative. Where as Positive side of these techniques are concerned, they help to diagnose any type of
abnormality in foetus. The Three Chief Pre-Natal diagnostic tests that are being used to determine the sex of foetus are
Amniocentesis, Chronic Villibiopsy (CVB) and Ultrasonography. Amniocentesis is meant to be used in high-risk
pregnancies, in women over 35 years. CVB is meant to diagnose inherited disease like Thalassaemia, Cystic fibrosis
and muscular dystrophy. Ultrasonography is the most commonly used technique. It is non invasive and can identity
upto 50% of abnormalities related to the central nervous system of the foetus. Negative side is that now these techniques
are using for sexdetermination and abortion of female child. I have coined the term DEMARU- means Daughter
Eliminating Male Aspiring Rage for Ultrasound. Although government has made the law against this which is PreNatal Diagnostic Techniques (PNDT) Act that took effect in 1996 and bars the doctors from divulging the gender of a
foetus to a parent. Abortion has been legal in India Since 1971. In 2008 India, is recorded 6.4 million legal abortion.
The country has no data on the number of illegal abortions performed and gender selective abortions are done illegally.
Main reasons of the female foeticide are dowry and other type of social pressure to continue the lineage system of the
family.
Keywords : Amniocentesis, Chronic villibiopsy, Ultra sono graphy, DEMARU
Introduction
As far as role of science is concerned in female foeticide the presence of low–cost technologies like ultrasound, have
led to sex based abortion of female foetus. The three chief prenatal diagnostic tests that are being used to determine the sex
of a foetus are Amniocentesis, Chronic Villi Biopsy (CVB) and Ultrosonography (Sharma 2005). Amniocentesis is used
in high risk pregnancies, in women over 35 year; CVB is used to diagnose inherited diseases like thalassaemia, Cystic
fibrosis and muscular dystrophy. Ultrasonography is the most commonly used technique. It is used to diagnose 50% of
abnormalities related to the central nervous system of the foetus. In India, abortoins have allowed on broad medical and
social ground since, the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act was passed in 1971. The pre-conception and PreNatal Diagnostic techniques Act and Rules 1994 (PCPNDT) specify that sex selection by any person, by any means,
before or after conception, is prohibited. The PNDT Act allows pre-natal diagnostic only for chromosomal abnormalities,
genetic metabolic disorders and congenital abnormalities.
But the ground realty is completely different not only poor but even the middle classes and the rich in India are biased
against the girl child. The figure of Child Sex Ratio of 2001 census shaws sharp decline from 945 females per 1000 males
in 1991 to 927 females a decade later. This figure is earn than the average National Figure in Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
Chandigarh, Uttranchal, Haryana, Delhi, Rajasthan, UP, Gujrat, Maharshtra, and Daman and Diu.
Nowdays these diagnostic techniques specifically ultrasonography is being used to kill female child . Doctors in India
believe 2 million foetuses are killed every year through abortion because they are female. Easy availability of sex
determination techniques it is impossible to track such kind of cases.
Information and communication technologies can help against these practices, pursuing cases against culprit doctors,
booking them under the law of the land as well as help people in general change their opinion about the value of girl child.
Factors Responsible for female Foeticide
In case of India Various factors are responsible for female foeticide. These are as follows-

50

WJASR / ISSN 2249-4197

1. Economic Factors
The custom of dowry is still present in the 21st century in India, Brides are murdered for the lack of full payment of
dowry. Nearly 3 to 5 thousand are committing suicide for dowry. Brides are thought like commodities and the pre
marriage and marriage have been described as consumption oriented reproductive journey, [Islam 2011].
2. Socio-Ritual Factor
Females are subjugated, condemned and deprived in sphere of life. Every parents of a Girls child in India risk for their
daughter in the patriarchal society. Funeral Ceremonies of the parents, presence of son is must and he has to light
father’s pyre. These orthodox society norms responsible for female foeticide.
3. Population Policy
In India family planning policies promote a two child family and this often lead to abortion of female foetuses in
efforts to have a “Complete Family” at least one son [Iyer 2014].
4. Technological Factors
Technological factors are the main culprit for female foeticide The presence of low-cost technologies like ultrasound,
have led to sex based abortion of female foetuses.
Impact of Female Foeticides on Society
Most immediate impact of female foeticide is unbalanced sex ratio sex ratio is 945 girl child per 1000 boys. In
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, and Gujarat CSR (Child Sex Ratio) is decreasing. The reducing CSR (Child Sex Ratio) shows
that developed states are more responsible for female foeticide. There population is literate and they are using the technologies
against females. These declines of female in sex ratio will badly hamper the social structure and the development process.
This imbalance shows serious destruction of society leading to increase sexual violence like rape, Prostitution, Trafficking
and reduced mobility of women. Killed the girl child by making pre-birth investigation is the social sin destroying the
roots of the Indian society.
Measure to Combat Female Foeticide
To stop female foeticide necessary measure should be taken either as an institutional measure or as an individual
measure.
1. Centre Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques Act 1994, this act regulate the use of prenatal diagnostic techniques for legal
and medical purpose and prevent misuse for illegal purposes. The act provides for the setting up of various bodies
along with their violation of PNDT Act carry a five year jail-term and a fine.
2. Government declared January 24 as the National Girl Child day with a focus on female foeticide, domestic violence
and malnutrition.
3. Female foeticide is committed by people across all income groups. To eliminate this crime financial support for girl
education up to graduation must be provided to every family having a girl child.
4. Preference in bank loans at concessional rates should be given to those family having a girl child.
5. Central and state government is running various programme like “Beti Padao and Beti Bachao and Kanya Vidya
Dhan” Scheme etc to female girl Child.
Conclusion
There is no doubt that easy access to ultrasonography has been largely responsible for the spread of female foeticide
throughout the country. It is extremely difficult to identify the people indulging is female foeticide. A very innovating
monitoring system and keeping a record of every pregnancy and the outcome pregnancy at the Village/Town/City level. At
the same time one has to be careful that the system is culturally sensitive and does not violate human right and individual
privacy. Female foeticide is disgrace and a tragedy , unacceptable to any civilized society. So we should change mind set
of our society. Understand the importance of female both, male and female are important to keep balance in society.
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Abstract
Women entrepreneurs are more celebrated than male entrepreneurs. One may not hear the name of men entrepreneurs
having a new start-up but the news of women having a start-up spreads rapidly. Women are far more innovative and
hard-working. There is so much of potential in them. They can contribute immensely to the economy. Women start-ups
are getting more recognition than men. It is all about women’s empowerment. Being a women and doing a startup is
probably the best thing to do in this era. This paper tries to analyse the role of women as entrepreneurs. It tries to give
a bird’s eye on the participation of women in business both in global and Indian environment. Women entrepreneurship
has significant contribution towards economic growth of the country.
Keywords: Women Education, Business, Economy, Entrepreneur, Women Entrepreneur.
Introduction
Entrepreneurs are supposed to possess free will, management skill, determination, creativity, imagination, patience,
etc. In general, entrepreneurship refers to the act of setting up a new business or reviving an existing business so as to take
advantage from new opportunities. Entrepreneurship is in reality an attitude to create something new and an activity
which creates value in the entire social eco-system. It is basically a state of mind in which a particular person is and will
behave in his or her way. So we can say women are having all the qualities which a entrepreneur needs. Gone are the days
when you would find women perched in the kitchen of the house. Nowadays you can see women not only competing
shoulder to shoulder to men but even outdoing them in many fields. Whether it is business, Army or fashion designing.
You can now find talented women in each and every field. The new generation women across the world have overcome all
negative notions and have proved themselves beyond doubt in all spheres of life including the most intricate and cumbersome
world of entrepreneurship. Now there is no dearth of women who are confident, believe in themselves and have enormous
fire in their bellies to take on the best in the business and beat them at their own game.
Global Prespective of the Concept :
According to Nasscom, there were around 3,100 start-ups in India in 2014, a number which is fast increasing with an
addition of 800 newer ones every year. However, including companies focusing on traditional sectors such as health care
and education, this number is estimated to have crossed 6,000 at present. Even though the number of start-ups founded by
women entrepreneurs is unevenly lower at this point, the early success of some of the women-run (or co-founded) companies
such as Zivame, Nykaa, Sheroes and CashKaro has ignited participation of more women in the new-age technology
ventures.
According to a 2015 report released by BNP Paribas covering the US, Europe, Middle East and Asia, India ranks as
the most active country for women entrepreneurs. The report finds that an astonishing 49% of entrepreneurs in the
country are women, and places India ahead of Hong Kong and France, the other two nations that follow India in terms of
active women entrepreneurs. These findings are supported by the Dell Women’s Global Entrepreneurship Study which
found India to be one of the most favorable places for women entrepreneurs to set up shop. The study suggested that
businesses owned by women entrepreneurs will thrive and expected to grow by up to 90% in the next five years. By
comparison, similar businesses in the US were expected to grow by 50% and in the UK by 24% over the same time period.
In fact, women entrepreneurs could make a large impact on GDP. A report by Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) estimates that the annual growth of the economy could get a boost of 2.4% if India
implements pro-growth and pro-gender policies. These policies could include gender quotas at the national and state
parliamentary levels, addressing wage parity between genders, balancing labour laws so that women have equal
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opportunities, expansion of the Aadhaar program to grow opportunities through banking and credit support, enhanced
maternity benefits and an extensive mentor cum training framework.
According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s recently released Survey of Business Owners, there was a 27.5% increase in
women-owned businesses from 2007 to 2012. In 2007, there were 7.8 million women-owned businesses in the U.S by
2012, that figure had risen to 9.9 million.
Women-owned firms make up 36.2% of all non-agricultural businesses and generate $1.6 trillion in total receipts.
The majority of women-owned firms, however, are sole proprietorships; only 10.6 % of women-owned firms employ
individuals other than the women who own them, according to Census Bureau report.
Indian Outlook To Women Entrepreneurs And Problems Faced :
IN INDIA, women comprise about 30 percent of corporate senior management positions, which is notably higher
than the global average. However, it is equally true that they have to assume the responsibility of being a homemaker first.
According to the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Global Gender Gap Report 2014, Indian women spent an average of
352 minutes per day on unpaid work while men spent just 52. If we consider the overall workforce, India doesn’t rank as
a leading country in the world – 113th out of 135 – when it comes to the gender gap while women entrepreneurs constitute
only 10 percent of the total number of entrepreneurs in the country.
Even in agrarian sections of the country, where women work as hard in the fields as men, they are also expected to
manage the home. Women seeking and finding employment in paid jobs outside the home is far from the norm. According
to the same WEF report, India’s women make up slightly over a third of the workforce, get paid just over half of what men
get for similar work and on average, earn a quarter of what men do.
As per World Economic Forum report, nine percent of Indian firms have female participation in ownership. Earlier
data, from the Fourth All India Census of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise sector (2006-07) says there were over 26
lakh ‘women enterprises’ (out of a total of 3.67 crore), i.e. around 7.3 per cent of all MSMEs. Women’s entrepreneurship
isn’t an alien concept in India. But much of this enterprise has tended to be small-scale, and in areas in which women are
expected to have ‘natural’ expertise, for instance; food-related businesses like baking and catering, clothing-related like
tailoring or boutiques, handicrafts, lifestyle sector businesses, and so on. It is time their talents are used in more diversified
and traditionally male dominated areas as well. The author has used the data from some of the surveys conducted by Dow
Jones, Forbes, Ministry of MSME and World Economic Forum for the reference.
In the 2015 Female Entrepreneurship Index reported by The Global Entrepreneurship and Development Institute
(GEDI), India ranks poorly in terms of the women entrepreneurship ecosystem and women entrepreneurship aspirations.
The report ranks India very poorly in terms of availability of external financing for women entrepreneurs, especially
women’s access to bank account for business purposes and women’s access to bank loans. Similarly women entrepreneur’s
faces problems like lack of education, social barriers, limited managerial ability, legal formalities, etc.
Suggestions For Women Entreprenuers Development :
•

Government should provide special financial monetary support to women entrepreneurs.

•

Government should provide special training to women entrepreneurs

•

Government should provide special infrastructure to women entrepreneurs.

•

Government should provide better educational facilities to women entrepreneurs.

•

Training on managerial and technical skills must be given to women entrepreneurs.

•

Government should develop a platform where international women entrepreneurs would meet and share their thoughts
and learnings

•

Government should develop a culture to support women entrepreneurs.

Conclusion :
So a healthy environment is needed to be created to enable women to participate actively in the entrepreneurial
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activities. There is a need of Government, non-Government, promotional and regulatory agencies to come forward and
play the supportive role in promoting the women entrepreneur in India. In recent years, even among the developed
countries like USA and Canada, Women’s role in terms of their share in small business has been increasing. While close
to 80% of women-owned enterprises are in the service sector, most bank lending is for manufacturing. Another obstacle
for women entrepreneurs is that banks often require collateral for loans, which women often don’t have here because of
social, legal and cultural restrictions on inheritance and land ownership. Economically empowered women are also major
catalysts for development. There is greater recognition of the positive relationship between increased economic activity
by women and improved social outcomes. Women often tend to reinvest their income in their children’s education, health
and nutrition. This has a positive impact on the potential for economic growth. Despite all this, there are still gender gaps
in the entrepreneurial ecosystem. The number of female entrepreneurs in the country remains relatively small.
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Abstract
In India it is well known fact of female foeticide due to lack of knowledge, due to superstitions and due to corrupted
social system. We all know that clan cannot go forward without the existence of female. But many people kill the female
foetus and snatch the right of female child to grow and to live.How can a male are produced without a female. If it
continues there will be no male species at all. But most of the people think girls child should be in the other family, if
people think so, from where they will get a female bride and who will give birth to thier male child. Here the role come
of government and educated people of the society to stop this illegal practice. Government and educated people will
have to teach the importance of female child for the healthy and continuous existence of male. Eventhe good health
from beginning of a female is urgently necessary for the good health of a male. Moreover education and literacy with
good health of a female are very inevitable for the good health, education, sacrament of a male to live intellectually
good mature life. Only educated and literate female can lookafter best to a male from birth to grow elder. Only a
educated and literate female can treat and serve better during the illness of a male. Only such female can help a male
to recover from simple or chronic disease. Only a female can fill the feeling of love,responsibility,relationship,
tolerance,kindheartedness, confidence,sincereness and strengthened peer relationship in a male.
Keywords : Superstitions, Occult Sacrament, Kindheartedness, Obstetricultrasonography, Child Sex Ratio, Daughters
Are Precious, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao.
Introduction
Education is a process of imparting or acquiring general knowledge, evolving the powers of reasoning and judgments,
which develop to lead the people and can have proactive approach for intellectually mature life.
The sources of education are parent, elders, teachers, nature and experience.
Education gives positive thinking to a person. It is easy for an educated person to realize thedestructive effect of
superstitions and social evils on the mankind. A educated person can only raise the voice against the social evils, superstitions,
or occult practices to save and humanity.
Female foeticide is an act of killing a female foetus outside of the legal channels of abortion.
In the 0 to 06 age group, the sex ratio in India is as follow:
Year

Males

Females

1961

102.4

100

1980

104.2

100

2001

107.5

100

2011

108.9

100

According to the decennial Indian census.
It occurs in India for assumed cultural reason for long time. The natural sex ratioof boys to girls at birth is assumed
between 100 to 105 any number above this is considered as suggestive of female foeticide. Child sex ratio is within the
natural range in all eastern and southernstates of India , but significantly higher in western states such as Punjab (118),
Haryana(120), Rajasthan(113), MP(118), Jammu and Kashmir(116),Gujarat(112) as of 2011 census.This may be connected
to the dowry system in India, where dowry death occurs when a girl is seen as a source of finance as she comes with
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dowry. Urban India has higher child sex ratio then rural India according to census in 1991 to 2011 data. Child sex ratio
greater than 115 boys/100 girls is found in regions where the predominant majority is Hindu, Muslim, Christian. These
data contradict any hypothesis that female foeticide takes place among illiterate or poor
Method
Female foeticide has been linked to the arrival,in the early 1990s,of affordable ultrasound technology and its widespread
adoption in India. Obstetric ultrasonography, either transvaginally or trans abdominally, checks for various markers of
fetal sex. It can be performed at or after week 12 of pregnancy.

Male to female sex ratio for India ,based on its official census data, from 1941 through 2011. The data suggests the
existence of high sex ratios before and after the arrival of ultrasound-based prenatal care and sex screening technologies
in India.
Child sex ratio and foeticide by states of India
2011 Census sex ratio map for the states and Union Territories of India,boys per 100 girls in 0 to 1 age group.
The following table presents the child sex ratio data for India‘s states and union territories, according to 2011 Census
of India for the population count in the 0-1 age group. The data suggests 13 states/UT had birth sex ratio higher than 107
implying excess males at birth and/or excess female mortalities after birth.
Aamir khan devoted the first episode “Daughters Are Precious “ of his show “ SatyamevJayate “ to raise
awareness of this wide spread practice , focusing primarily on western Rajasthan , which is known to be one of
the areas where this practice is common . Its sex ratio dropped to 883 girls per 1000 boys in 2011 from 901
girls to 1000 boys in 2001.
Result
•

Generally parents avoid girls baby because they have to pay a big amount (more than their strength) as a dowry at
daughter‘s marriage.

•

There is a believe that girls are always consumer and boys are producer. Parents understand that son earn for them
whole life and care their parents ,however girls will get married a day and go away.

•

There is a myth that son will carry name of family in future whereas girl have to carry husband’s family

•

Parents and grandparents understand their honor while having boy baby in the family whereas shame having daughter.
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•

There is a pressure on new bride of the family to give birth to a male child thus she is forced to go for sex determination
and abortion if girl baby.

•

Illiteracy ‘insecurity and poverty of people in society are main reasons of girl baby burden.

•

Technological advancement in the science and utilities has made this very easy for parents.

•

The important reason of female foeticide is the preference of the male child over girl child because son is the main
source of income however girls are consumer. There is a misconception in the society that boys are always lookafter
their parents however girls are to left them away.

•

Old custom of dowry system in India has put a big challenge before parents which is the main reason to avoid girl
child by the parents.

•

Low status of women in the male dominated Indian society.

•

Parentsconsider that boys would carry their name ahead in the society however girls are only to handle household.

•

Legalization of abortion in India is another big reason for the illegal sex determination and termination of girl baby.

•

Technological advancement in the health sector has given fire to the female foeticide.

Discussion
Development of ultrasound technique was the origin of sex determination tests in the early 1990’s. People in the
Indian society are used to of giving birth to the child continuously until they get boy baby by killing all the girls baby
earlier to the boy. In order to control the population and stop female foeticide, Government of India made various rules
and regulations against female foeticide and trend of abortion after sex determination tests. Killing of a baby girl through
abortion has been an offence.
Daughters are given less respect and priority than sons in Indian society from the ancient time. They did not have same
access like boys in the areas of education, healthcare, nutrition, play, etc. In order to combat with sex-selective abortions,
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there should be high level awareness among common public. SatyamevJayate, a most famous programme run by the Aamir
Khan on TV has done great to raise awareness among common public through its first episode of “Daughters Are Precious’’.
Cultural interventions regarding this issue are need to be addressed through awareness programmers. Recent awareness
programmes like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao , or save girls campaign, etc. have been made regarding girls’ rights.
Prime Minster NarendraModi has launched a scheme for girls named Beti Bachao Beti Padhao in order to save the
girl child and educate the girl child all over the India. The programme was launched on 22nd of January, Thursday in 2015
at Panipat. This scheme was launched especially in Haryana as this state has lowest female sex ratio (775 girls/ 1000
boys) all over the country.
Conclusion
•

There should be strong ethical code for the doctors.

•

Everyone should be in the favor of removal of sex discrimination and away from the traditional teachings against girls
in the society.

•

Women should be empowered to deal with discriminatory practices in the society like dowry system, etc.

•

There should be immediate complaint registration system for all women.

•

Female foeticide awareness program should be run to aware common public.

•

Assessment of the status of women (regarding female mortality, sex ratio, literacy and economic participation) should
be done on regular interval of time.

•

There should be a health confirmation programmes to ascertain the health of a female after every six month.

•

Every female must be well educated and literate so that she can look after to her family.

•

There should be a female promotion scheme in India, like monetary help for education and marries.

•

Government and educated people of society can stop female foeticide, thus education play an important role to stop
female foeticide.
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Abstract
Female Foeticide is the medical termination of the foetus if its sex is determined as female. It is in a way a planned and
calculated murder of an innocent and unborn child done in collusion of the doctors and the family of the foetus. It is
declared a crime and its practice is prohibited by the Pre- natal Diagnostic Techniques Act of Central Government.
However, this malpractice is still continuing illegally and hiddenly with the intrigue of social approval and government
reluctance. Our age-old rotten patriarchal system is to be blamed for this situation. The strangest aspect of this curse
is that our Indian society doesn’t look at it as a crime or a stigma. It has taken it into a part of its established social
norms and approve of it as a solution to many problems related to raising daughters. It is a proved fact that killing a girl
child is nothing new to our society, girl infanticide has been prevalent since ages in our country. At one side, we boast
of our culture of worshipping women as goddesses and projecting them as the symbol of our high ideals and values, on
the other side, we are killing our own daughters for the sake of money. The situation is pitiable and at the same time
heinous. This paper endeavours to look into the real reasons of this evil practice, its repercussions and possible
measures to curb it. Simultaneously, this paper would also try to discover the psychology working behind this malpractice
and its roots.
Keywords : Foeticide, Patriarchal System, Dowry-System, Insensibility to Womankind, Misuse of Medical Facilities.
Female foeticide is the medical killing known as abortion of the female child, done decisively by the parents of the
foetus, after the detection of the child’s gender through medical tests. This is usually done under family pressure from the
husband or the in-laws or even the woman’s parents. Most of the immoral acts have some unjustified age-old tradition
behind it which its followers use as a pretext. The original root of female foeticide lies within the cultural norms as well
as the socio-economic practices of the country where this evil prevails.
Female foeticide is in other words a silent, unseen and sophisticated but heinous assault on womankind. It actually
intends not to allow them to come into existence. It is the elimination of the females in the womb itself. Medical advances
and technological development have enabled scientists and medical practitioners to initiate certain methods and techniques
to determine the sex of the foetus. People are interested to know the sex of the foetus. When it is determined, and found to
be a female one, it is terminated. The sex-determination tests were basically designed to detect gender related congenital
abnormality in the unborn child. It is unfortunate that it is misused to detect the sex of the foetus in order to have it aborted
if it happens to be a female child.
It is actually a matter of great concern why these things have been existing for so long in our society. Female foeticide
is nothing new in Indian society even in other parts of the world too. Earlier when there were not medical advancement and
ways to detect sex of the foetus prior to birth, people use to kill the girl child soon after her birth.[1] The reasons for killing
female fetuses aren’t surprising as one may expect: foremost reason is that males are considered to be the main support
system of the family. There is no doubt that Indian society is patriarchal society and here the notion that the male
offspring will better support the family is rooted very deeply. Since sons are seen as the main source of bread and butter,
even though today, women have many career options, the common misconception still remains that it is the male who will
help run the house and look after his parents, while women are viewed as a burden and unfruitful investment.
Another reason of female foeticide is that female children are considered a burden.[2] In India, the age-old dowry
system handcuffs the spirits of those who are blessed with a girl child. When a girl is born, the parents begin to calculate
the expense of her future marriage, the amount they have to pay to the future groom’s family. They are all the time worried
how they would manage that large amount. This is the reason a dear child becomes a burden to her family.
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The cause of this situation is that our society is highly patriarchal. As a result of social and cultural sexism, females
have less power, status, rights, and money. Even as adults, it’s harder for females to take care of or make decisions for
themselves. Ages of repression have made inferiority second nature to most women who have been taught them only the
role of the meek, submissive, docile wife who works relentlessly to cater to the whims of her family members. Female
feticide often happens without the consent of the mother.[3] Even the prospective mothers agree to this heinous act due to
an inherited cultural bias and a sense of duty to their family.
Misuse of Medical Facilities is another big reason of increasing numbers of female foeticide. Though abortion is
legally invalid in India, illegal sex determination and termination of pregnancies have become everyday realities.
Professionals in the medical field are only too glad to help parents realise their dream of a healthy baby boy.[4] Female
foeticide is not something unapproachable with modern medical facilities. The cost of an abortion is nothing compared to
the expense of having a girl child. Though our governments are throwing many slogans to save ‘Beti’, the ground reality
stands far away from any concrete results.
Consequences of Female Foeticide
As we know that for every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction. The after-effects of the female feticide are
far-reaching. Blinded by their desire for male children, the majority of parents are ignorant of the disaster they unknowingly
are inviting by committing female foeticide:
Decreasing Sex Ratio : The number of girls in comparison of boys is diminishing each year in our country. This ratio has
dwindled from 962 and 945 girls for every 1000 boys in the years 1981 and 1991 respectively, and it reached to a low of
914 girls born for 1000 boys in 2011. These are just a few statistics to show how our nation is trapped in vicious abortion
cycle, but our society doesn’t seem alarmed by these numbers.[5]
Trafficking of Females : The sharp downfall in the number of girl population is making them unavailable for the increasing
number of males eligible for marriage. As an outcome of which, illegal trafficking of women has become commonplace in
many states. Young girls, who’ve just crossed the threshold of puberty, are compelled to marry strange men of unknown
places. Many young girls are abducted from their native place and sold to a faroff place for the highest bidder. Child
marriages and early pregnancies ruin future generations.
Escalation in the Numbers of Rape and other Crimes Against Women : Once women become an endangered species,
the instances of rape, assault, and violence become widespread. When there are fewer available females, the surviving
ones will be faced with the reality of handling a society driven by a testosterone high. The legal system may offer
protection and, as is the situation today, many crimes may not ever surface for fear of isolation, humiliation, and punishment
on the girl’s part.
Decrease in Population : With fewer mothers to bear children, there will be fewer births, resulting in a decline in
population. Though population control is currently the goal of our country, a total wipeout of one sex is not the way to
achieve this target.
Prevention and Solution
The issues of female infanticide, female feticide, and selective sex abortion have gained global attention, and many
international and national organisations have come forward to curb this malpractice. The prominent steps taken to curb
this evil tradition are:
1. Cancellation or permanent termination of the doctor’s license who reveals the gender of the foetus or aborts a foetus
simply because of its gender.
2. Heavy penalty imposed on companies that specialize in marketing medical equipment used for illegal sex determination
and abortion in unlicensed clinics and hospitals.
3. Huge fines and judicial action against parents who try to kill their unborn baby due to its gender.
4. Awareness campaigns and seminars for young adults and potential parents to enlighten them about the ill effects of
female feticide.
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Illiteracy and ignorance is one of the major reasons for selective sex abortion cases. Making people aware of its evil
and inhumane consequences can save our future sisters, mothers, and wives. Even small efforts by everyone can prove to
be very significant in the right direction. There might be debate and discussion over the notion of women rising above
men, becoming the dominant sex, or conquering the world, but the basic humane consideration to let an innocent child live
and see the world she was conceived to grow in is not too much to ask. Female foeticide is not only cruel; it is a basic
violation of human right to survive. As we have eradicated many evil traditions of our society in the past, abolishing this
inhumane practice is not very difficult if we all determine it firmly in our hearts and minds. Let’s hope for the day when
our daughters will be safe and secure in our society.
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Abstract
Female foeticide-the selective termination of foetus if it is found to be a female- is killing upwards of one million
females in India annually with far-ranging and tragic consequences. It is a menace which has skewed not just sex ratio
statistics, but the entire social fabric of the nation. The age old gender discriminating cultural practices are deeply
ingrained in the Indian society and lead to sex selective abortion of females. The Child Sex Ratio (CSR) has declined to
918 in the most recent census of India in the year 2011. This ratio is quite disturbing and alarming. Killing a female
child even before her birth is a crime. This heinous crime has gone unchecked despite enactment of laws preventing the
same. Technologies that enable prenatal sex selection have been commercially available since the 1970s. However, it
must be realized that sex-determination was ‘misuse’ of genetic technology, implying that the identification, followed by
the elimination of foetuses with physical or mental challenge through new innovations in reproductive biology was the
only legitimate use of this technology. While, protecting the human rights of women has received much attention, at the
same time some people have also got the ‘right’ to be inhuman and commit female foeticide and infanticide unabashedly.
It is ironical that the creator of life herself is struggling for right to be born.
Keywords: Female Foeticide, Infanticide, Child Sex Ratio, Human Rights
Introduction
In nature, the sex ratio at birth is remarkably consistent across human populations, with 105–107 male births for
every 100 female births[1]. This could be explained on the basis of difference in mass of the sperm carrying X and Y
chromosome. The sperm carrying Y chromosome is lighter in mass and hence move faster and reach early to the egg. The
ideal 1:1 sex ratio of human population deviates because of deep-rooted traditional preference to the male child or the son.
Son preference is most prevalent in an arc of countries from East Asia through South Asia to the Middle East and North
Africa[2]. Sons are preferred because (i) they are considered as wage-earner, especially in agrarian economies (ii) they
continue the family line; and (iii) they are generally recipients of heritage. Girls are often looked upon as an economic
burden because of the dowry system; after marriage they become members of the husband’s family, ceasing to have
responsibility for their parents in illness and old age. All these beliefs lead to female foeticide, the act of killing a female
foetus in the womb of mother, outside of the legal channels of abortion.
The picture of female foeticide in India
In the year 1990, the Nobel Prize–winning economist Amartya Sen shocked the world with an essay in The New York
Review of Books, that estimated that more than a hundred million women were “missing” in Asia. According to Sen,
women allegedly make up the majority of the world’s population, even though this is not the case throughout every
country. While there are typically more women than men in European and North American countries (at around 0.98 men
to 1 woman for most of them, in number of males for each female), the sex ratio of developing countries in Asia, as well
as the Middle East, is much higher (in number of males for each female). This runs contrary to research that females tend
to have better survival rates than males, given the same amount of nutritional and medical attention[3,4].
A United Nations study[5], has warned about the steadily declining child sex ratio in India. The report raised a spark
by mentioning that child sex ratio in India has reached emergency proportions. The deteriorating ratio from 976 girls to
1000 boys in 1961, to 927 girls in 2001, and to 918 girls in 2011, shows that the economic and social progress in the
country has had minimum bearing on the status of women and daughters in our society.
The low status of Indian women coupled with the traditional gender bias has an adverse bearing on the child sex ratio.
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As a result her health, nutrition and education have been neglected. In the Vedic Age: 1500-1000 BC, women in India were
worshipped as goddesses. However, with the passage of time, the Muslim age 1026-1756 AD witnessed a sharp decline
in their status and in the British regime they were looked down upon as ‘slaves of slaves’[6]. Female foeticide is not
common only among poor families. Aborting a female foetus is increasingly becoming a life style choice among the rich
as well[7].
Sex ratio statistics
As per Census 2011, the population of India is more than 121 crore with 48.5% females. There are 918 females over
1000 males at the age group of 0-6 years. The economically active age group (15-59) has 944 females to 1000 males.
Daman and Diu has most skewed sex ratio of 618 followed by Dadra and Nagar Haveli. The situation is alarming in
Chandigarh, Haryana, Delhi, Punjab, Bihar and many other states of India. Highest sex ratio was in Kerala, where there
were 1084 females over 1000 males[8].
Laws to curb female foeticide
The government has come with the legal provisions against female foeticide. The sex selection is covered under the
Pre-Conception & Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act, 2002. Originally, there was a Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques
(Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994, but due to the prevalence of pre-conception diagnosis; a newer law was
put in order. The PC & PNDT Act states that no place or doctor is authorized to conduct pre-natal diagnostic techniques
except for the purpose of detection of chromosomal abnormalities; genetic metabolic diseases; haemoglobinopathies; sexlinked genetic diseases or congenital anomalies. The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971, legalizes
abortion – however, under certain conditions. Blame it on unaccountability of authorities, the laws - which were enacted
to curb female foeticide and arrest the declining gender ratio in India - has turned into a farce. In nearly two decades since
the law came into force, not a single convict has been imprisoned in the Capital.
Strategies to stop female foeticide
Inspite of all the laws in place, the sex ratio is declining at a very high speed. Confronted with this situation, it is high
time to take preventive measures against female foeticide. We have to stop looking for quick fixes and instead face the
problem squarely. Female foeticide cannot be addressed in isolation, so a holistic approach is necessary. The issue could
not be resolved solely by the government efforts or legislation. People participation in bringing the gender equality is as
important. Community should play a pivotal role to change the mind set of society and to build a positive attitude towards
girl child. Strengthening the existing laws is necessary. Various activities should be undertaken to create awareness
against the practice of prenatal determination of sex and female foeticide. Workshops and seminars should be organized
through voluntary organizations at State, regional, district and block levels to create awareness against this social evil.
Media-both print and electronic-plays a very significant role in removing gender bias and developing a positive image of
the girl child in the society, but in a county like ours where there are problems in reaching the backward rural and tribal
areas, a mix of mass media with various traditional forms of communication may provide a more effective alternative to
influence the illiterate and the poor.
Cooperation from religious leaders, as well as the medical fraternity to curb the practice is also necessary. The longterm strategies should include education and empowerment of women. Empowerment of rural and marginalized women
and education to improve their lot will heighten their status in the society. Enhancing sensitization to gender issues to
influence the policy makers, planners, administrators and enforcement machinery is another important strategy. The
nodal Department of Women and Child Development has already launched special efforts to develop a positive image of
the girl child and women. Women are an integral part of our society and without women men would not exist. There
should be a re-education of the honour and respect that women should have within Indian culture.
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Abstract
Crime against women is an issue of national concern. Gender bias, deep-rooted prejudices, and discrimination against
the girl child have led to female feticide in the country. However, gender selective abortions and infanticide are even
more shameful. This paper draws attention to the growing menace of female foeticide and infanticide in India, which
has led to distorted sex ratio in the country. The paper accentuates the need for social, economic and legal reforms to
safeguard the female foetus from illegal abortion and to protect the human rights of the girl child. Denial to a girl child
of her right to live is one of the heinous violations of the right to life. It is important to note that until and unless this
menace is controlled, the country is heading for a catastrophic gender imbalance, which in turn would affect the
economic progress of the nation.
Keywords : Female Foeticide, Female Infanticide, Medical Killing, Heinous Crime.
Introduction
About half of the world's population consisting of female instead of this female is subject to various forms of violence
in all societies across. Among them, gender selective violence is ominous. Female foeticide and infanticide are the two
forms of gender selective violence that are prevalent in developing countries like India [1]. It cuts across barriers like
castes, class and communities [2]. Now this menace has been rapidly spread all over the country. Research studies of
numerous scholars? shows that advance in modern medical sciences are being misused for knowing the sex of the foetus
with the intention of aborting it if it happens to be that of a female [3-6]. This heinous crime has gone unchecked despite
ratification of laws preventing the same. While protecting the human rights of women has received much attention, at the
same time some people have also got the right to be inhuman and commit female foeticide and infanticide unabashedly [7].
Skewed Child Sex Ratio in India
The child sex ratio is calculated as number of girls per 1000 boys in the 0-6 years age group. The 1991 Census
reported a child sex ratio of 945 girls per 1000 boys compared to 976 in 1961, which further declined to 927 according to
2001 census [8]. The overall sex ratio of 933 according to census 2001 figures is lower as compared to the child sex ratio
in other developing countries like China (944), Pakistan (938), Bangladesh (953) and Nigeria (1016) [9]. In the states of
Haryana, Punjab, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat, this ratio has declined to less than 900 girls per 1000 boys. Even
in India's capital, the ratio stands at 865 in 2001 compared to 915 in 1991 [10]. The lowest ratio was recorded in the
South West district of Delhi in 2001; the ratio being 845 [11].
The World Health Organization (WHO) reports that men and boys often receive preference within households, including higher expenditures on medicines and health care. Among humans, females are biologically stronger than males,
yet data on mortality and nutrition for girls suggest that in many settings their social disadvantages outweigh their
biological advantages [12].
Causes for Female Foeticide
There are several cultural and economic reasons for the preference of male child over female child. Traditional
cultural practices reflect deeply rooted values and beliefs. Family lineage and the family name are carried on by male
children in many societies, leading parents concerned about their family's future generations to hope for a son and
possibly murder or abort girl children in order to get an heir. Some societies practice rigid social customs that make girls
much more expensive to raise than boys [7].
The some important causes of female foeticide and infanticide as revealed by studies made by these authors are as follows:
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1) Obsession for Son
Among the Hindus, the reproduction and heredity beliefs are governed by the laws of Manu [13]. Following this law,
Hindus believe that a man cannot attain redemption unless he has a son to light his funeral pyre. Besides religious
consideration, economic, social and emotional desires favour males, as parents expect sons but non daughters to
provide financial support, especially in their old age.
2) Girl as an “Economic Burden”
In Indian society the evil of dowry system has led to a belief that daughters have to be protected and sufficient
financial resources have to be accumulated to support the marriage of the girl. Boys on the other hand are considered
as assets, who fetch a fabulous dowry for the parents. This has created a stereo-type notion of girl as a “burden” on
the household.
3) Education and the Gender Skew
The research shows an adverse link between education and the gender skew [14] more educated a woman is, the more
likely she is to actively choose a boy, assuming that she decides to have one child. The only educated women likely to
keep daughters are the very independent minded. Educated men, especially in the business class, also want to have
sons to carry on their business.
4) Misuse of Technology
Selective abortion appears to be increasing as a result of new sex-detecting, prenatal technologies. As the Indian
government increased criminal penalties for female infanticide, the availability of sex-determining technologies such
as ultrasound scanning has led to a rise in sex-selective abortion. The Indian Medical Association (IMA) estimates
that five million female fetuses are aborted each year, and estimated in 1999 that India had approximately 20,000
ultrasound clinics, most unregistered and staffed by unqualified doctors. The tests like Amniocentesis and ultrasonography, which were originally designed for detection of congenital abnormalities of the foetus, are being misused for
knowing the sex of the foetus with the intention of aborting it if it happens to be that of a female [15]. Thus, female
foeticide and infanticide is receiving fillip through misuse of technology, done covertly with the active involvement of
the service providers.
5) Improper Implementation of Laws
In India, abortion is legal under the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 upto 20 weeks. In India, the law
permits abortion on the following six grounds: (i) to save the woman's life; (ii) to preserve physical health; (iii) to
preserve mental health; (iv) in case of rape or incest; (v) for foetal impairment and (vi) for economic or social reasons
[16]. The Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994, prohibits determination
of sex of the foetus. It also provides for mandatory registration of genetic counselling centres, clinics, hospitals,
nursing homes, etc. However, the implementation of the law is weak and it has not been used to the fullest. The focus
has been only on the registration of the number of ultrasound machines and not on the actual act of abortions of
female fetuses [17].
Suggestions
Apart from constitutional and legal provision we need to do apply few more steps for banning female foeticide in
India like, through wide companying, road shows, nukkad natak, spreading education among educated people and young
generation otherwise the situation become worst and will not able to continue our generation smoothly in the society
without the female for ex. Haryana, Chandigarh where the boys parent's were bagging for girl for the purpose of marriage
from the other states without dowry. The long-term strategies should include education and empowerment of women.
Empowerment among women's and education to improve their lot will heighten their status in the society. Also print as
well as electronic media plays a very significant role in removing gender bias and developing a positive image of the girl
child in the society [17].
Conclusion
The preference for a male child in large sections of our society even in highly educated groups to the root cause of an
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imbalanced sex ratio “Foeticide” was invented, touted and sold by the medical profession, and it operates with the
complete consent of all factors of our society. According to the statistics, it is found that male to female sex ratio was
102.4 males/100 females in 1961, 104.1 males/100 females in 1981, 107.8/ 100 females in 2001, and 108.8 males/100
females in 2011. It shows that the number of male per female is increasing regularly. The census data implied higher
prevalence of female foeticide in India. Hence, above data shows that education plays an important role in women's life
higher education extend the dimension of thought process of human being and it is also true that an educated woman can
educate her upcoming seven generations. But we cannot deny this reality to that after getting a good education there are
many constraints were waiting for women like family pressure, male dominancy, less power on resources etc which has
bound the steps of women to take her own decisions. The dowry system itself a challenged and newly married couples
must be made aware that a small family need not only include male children. It may be concluded that the banning of sexdetermination test, though an essential and urgently required step, is not the final solution to the problem. In the long run,
social prejudices against women have to be overcome by improving her status in society [17].
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Abstract
Easy access to ultrasound technology is a key factor in the rise of female foeticide. Foeticide is not the only problem
spawned by India's obsession with sons. The lack of women leads to human trafficking, female slavery and a host of
other crimes against women. The PCPNDT Act 1994 (Preconception and Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques Act) was
modified in 2003 to target the medical profession - the 'supply side' of the practice of sex selection. However non
implementation of the Act has been the biggest failing of the campaign against sex selection - Various techniques of sex
determination and sex pre-selection have been developed during the last fifteen years Techniques such as foetoscopy,
ultrasound, chorionic villus biopsy, to foetal blood sampling, genetic technology and the most popular one, amniocentesis are increasingly becoming household names in India. While factors such as poverty and the dowry system play a
crucial role in people's preference for the male child in India The bias against the female child among people who are
relatively well off needs an explanation.
Keywords : Ultra-sound, Sex ratio, Sex determination, Information Technology, Abortion, Radiology.
Background : Female Foeticide or the selection of the sex of the foetus has one or many reason like social, ethical,
medical, personal, family, and even legal issues. Within all these reasons, technology has also come to play an increasingly crucial role. Sex Determination Techniques, that is, Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PNDT) are used for predicting the sex of an unborn offspring after conception preferably in the first four months of pregnancy. From foetoscopy,
ultrasound, chorionic villus biopsy, to foetal blood sampling, genetic technology has evolved over the last three decades.
Indian context : Female foeticide is hardly new in India. The earliest records of killing female infants date back to the
late 1700s, when a British official found members of the Rajput clan killing baby girls in northern India. In 1975,
amniocentesis techniques for detecting foetal abnormalities began to be developed in India, at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi. Soon it was known that these tests could detect the sex of the foetus also, and
doctors at the Institute noted that most of the 11,000 couples who volunteered for the test wanted to know the sex of the
child and were not interested in the possibility of genetic abnormalities. Both the availability and affordability of such
techniques after penetrating in the urban communities are also making inroads in the rural areas shown by the proliferating ultra-sound scan machines in several hundred small towns across the country aiding in sex determination.
Pointers to female foeticide- Declining sex ratio in various parts of the country, specifically the ratio of the girl child,
compared to the boys in the age group of 0-6 years has been a cause of deep concern to Government of India. During the
last ten years (since the last census from 945 in 1991 to 927 in 2001), this ratio has declined significantly in almost all
parts of the country, barring Kerala, and notably in Delhi, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab (one of the worst sex ratios
in the country), Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. Datamation Foundation's extensive research in this regard concluded
that selective sex tests and abortions are the main reasons for the abandonment of the female foetus. Current Sex Ratio in
India 2016944 females for every 1,000 males Sex Ratio in India (Yearly)943 (2015), 942 (2014), 941 (2013), 940
(2012)Total No. of Males in India 668,760,678 (668 million - Jan, 2016)Total No. of Females in India 626,283,237 (626
million - Jan, 2016) .
The deep-seated cultural preference for sons has skewed India's 1.2 billion population's gender demographic, particularly in the western states of Haryana, Rajasthan, and Punjab.
In Haryana's Jind district, where Bibipur is located, the sex ratio is 871 females per 1,000 males, compared with the
national average of 940, according to the 2011 census.
Role of ICTs - Today, information technology has changed the communication paradigm, making it no longer difficult
to reach a large number of people more or less at the same time; and that too enable them to respond, interact as well as
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obtain a copy of the information within a low-cost. Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) apart from sensitizing people against this heinous crime and helping them in general to change their opinion about a girl child, can also play
a highly interventionist role by proactively pursuing cases against erring doctors, booking them under the law of the land.
An important tool helping the Government of India to accomplish their cherished goal of all together stopping female
foeticide is a website solely dedicated to Female Foeticide- www.indiafemalefoeticide.org set up by Datamation Foundation Charitable Trust. Nalini Abraham of Plan International inspired to start this portal and since then has been constantly
providing technical inputs. Sarita Sharma from the Foundation with her rich community experience effectively leads the
project. This major ICT based campaigning and advocacy programme is to help prevent occurrences of selective sex tests
and selective abortions of the female fetuses in India.
Action plan and objectives- Datamation Foundation is involved in active championing and advocating complete ban
and penal action against selective sex tests, working at the convergence of ICTs, and social as well as human development
some of its main objectives includes sensitisation and awareness generation about the Pre-Natal Diagnostic Act (PNDT)
1994, as well as its recent amendment passed by the Parliament that bans any form of sex selection tests; increasing
compliance amongst the maternity and nursing homes, ultra-sound clinics, radiologists for registering their ultra-sound
machines under the PNDT Act; exchange information, dialogue as well as communication amongst the interested stakeholders; and making technical material and resources available to all stakeholders online and also Building e-Governance
modules that can help identify ultra-sound clinics, nursing homes carrying on illegal sex determination tests.
Strategies -For the urban community and interested stakeholders, ICTs have played a major role in capacity building
and awareness creation, facilitated by the use of Internet and net-telephony. Through emails, till date the foundation has
sensitised eight million people worldwide on this issue. It is proposed to target the rural population, not enjoying Internet
access through Internet radio and Internet video. Besides this, the Foundation staff and volunteers are going to rural areas
to educate people about this crisis, using a portable computer mart called a 'computer thela', which has been taken to the
Panchayat level for the dissemination of information about the site. The youth are targeted through the Internet centers
and cyber cafes by pasting posters at appropriate locations, and also near private hospitals and nursing homes. Parliamentarians as well as the lawmakers are targeted by means of giving them timely updates electronically.
Online attempts to check female foeticide- The India Female Foeticide portal, www.indiafemalefoeticide.org, an
advocacy, capacity building and sensitisation attempt towards femicide, include some distinctive features. The 'Femicide'
section provides some rich background information on the prevalence and practice of Female Foeticide, including reasons
for the sex-selective tests. Also covered in this section are some of the technologies responsible for sex selective abortions.
The site not only covers the regulatory aspects Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act, 1994 and the Medical Council of
India's code of conduct to crack down sex selection, but also includes a complaint lodging process in the best tradition of
e-Governance.
The complaint lodging process protects the identity of the complainant, and yet provides an effective vehicle for
booking the doctor, maternity home, ultrasound clinic or radiology clinic. The complaints are retrieved into a database
format at Datamation from where they are handed over to the competent authority for re-addressal. The response is also
expected to be sent back to Datamation to enable updating of the database within a month's time, failing which an
automatic reminder gets published for the competent authority to act upon the Female Foeticide complaints received. The
website has a separate tracking process for the medical community and for the people in general. The complaints pertaining to the families, who have indulged in the crime, are forwarded to the regional voluntary groups proposed to be set up
for the management of these complaints by the Government and the competent authorities. The interpretation of the law
in form of demographic data is also put on the website.
Another important platform for the website is the 'Pledge Support' page that highlights two features Pledge Support
and Information. Through the 'pledge support' feature one can enter the information regarding the type of the volunteer
service the person or the organisation is ready to offer, and the 'information' option allows one to enter the information
about any ultra-sound clinics, doctors, radiologists etc., to enable database building.
Serving as a rich resource center is the 'what's new' page that includes the latest news, articles, interviews, reports and
case studies pertaining to Female Foeticide. The attempt here is awareness generation and capacity building both amongst
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the community and the stakeholders. The 'Links/Resources' page contains the contact addresses of different NGOs and
agencies working for the prevention of Female Foeticide, and gives data for state-wise, sex ratio and Female Foeticide and
sex selection. To enable sensitisation through sound and visual media, radio and video links have also been added to the
website
What to do- Indeed a war needs to be waged against the Female Foeticide in India. Fully understanding that an evil
such as this cannot be addressed in isolation alone; we are also closely examining related social malaise such as dowry,
women's underemployment and exploitation in the society, education standards of the girl child as well as high schooldropouts amongst the girls, early marriages, arranged marriage system. It is our endeavor to develop sustainable development models for each of the above listed social malaise in India so that these have an impact on improving the ratio of the
females in the Indian society.
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Abstract
Women are murdered all over the world. But in India a most brutal form of killing females take place regularly, even
before they have the opportunity to be born. Female foeticide--the selective abortion of female foetuses--is killing
upwards of one million females in India annually. Females not only face inequality in this culture, they are even denied
the right to be born. Female feticide is driven by many factors, but primarily by the prospect of having to pay a dowry
to the future bridegroom of a daughter. Daughters are perceived as a social and economic burden . Prenatal sex
detection technologies have been misused, allowing the selective abortions of female offspring to proliferate. Legally,
however, female feticide is a penal offence. Although female infanticide has long been committed in India, foeticide is
a relatively new practice. In India, it is a crime to abort a pregnancy solely because the foetus is female. This paper
endeavours to look into the socio-legal conundrum of female feticide ,real reasons of this evil practice, its repercussions
and possible measures to curb it. Simultaneously, this paper would also try to discover the psychology working behind
this malpractice and its roots.
Keywords: Female Foeticide, Sex ratio, Dowry-system, Old age tradition, Illegal practice, Illiteracy.
It has been six long decades since India gained independence but many Indians are still trapped in age-old traditional
beliefs. Here, 'old beliefs' imply the mindset of people who still find themselves in the trap of girl-boy inequality. The
'liberal' Indian society has failed to transform the other orthodox India. No doubt India is advancing at a fast pace in the
field of science and technology, and also is aping of the western culture, but if we look at the grass root level, the picture
is not so rosy; it is rather a dark, especially when it comes to how we treat the fairer sex.
The status of females in India aptly symbolises India's status of being a developing nation miles away from becoming
a developed country. Of course, India deserves to be in this list because here, in this 21st century, the girl child continues
to be murdered before she is born. Female foeticide is still prevalent in the Indian society, in fact, it has been a practice for
hundreds of years.
Narrow-minded people do not mind murdering their unborn daughters for the fear of giving huge amounts of dowry
at the time of her marriage. When such people discover they are going to have a girl child (through illegal sex selection
tests), get the foetus aborted. Else they would continue to reproduce till they get a male heir. When price rise is already
taking a toll on the standard of living, is it necessary to go in for more than two children irrespective of their gender?
Many families put pressure on women to give birth to boy so that he can take family's name forward, light the funeral
pyre and be the bread earner of the family. But these days, are girls less competent than boys? Just look at the results of
Board exams or any other competitive exams, girls mostly outshine boys. Women empowerment has led to inundation of
females excelling in the corporate world, engineering and medical professions.
In India, the girl child is considered a burden as huge amounts of money, gold and other items need to be given in the
form of dowry when she gets married. Dowry is not the only reason for poor couple to abort their girl child. The ages old
traditions, customs and beliefs of the Indian society are largely responsible for creating a negative mindset among the
couples. More shocking is the fact that the sinful crime of female foeticide is not only common in rural areas where social
discrimination against women and lack of proper education can be considered main reasons behind carrying out such acts,
but also in the ultra modern and so-called 'educated' world which is a step ahead in killing the girl child in the womb.
The truth behind this crime has been brought into light several times by the print and electronic media. But, it has
failed to melt the hearts and minds of those who remain unaffected by the consequences of the grave sin they are committing.If
we look at the figures of sex ratio in India, according to the 2011 Census, the number of girls stands at 940 which is a
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marginal increase from 933 in 2001. Not surprisingly, Haryana has the lowest sex ratio among the states while Kerala
remains at the top with the highest sex ratio. In the national capital Delhi, the statistics stand at 821 girls against 1000
boys in 2001 compared to 866 in 2011.
According to the statistics, nearly 10 million female foetuses have been aborted in the country over the past two
decades. Of the 12 million girls born in India, one million do not see their first birthdays. As a result, human trafficking
has become common in various states of India where teenage girls are being sold for cheap money by poor families. The
girls are treated as sex objects and more than half of such cases go unreported. The United Nations' World Population
Fund indicated that India has one of the highest sex imbalances in the world. Not surprisingly, demographers warn that
there will be a shortage of brides in the next 20 years because of the adverse juvenile sex ratio, combined with an overall
decline in fertility.
The life transition from a female foetus to a school going girl to a caring woman is never an easy task for the fairer
sex. She has to face challenges at every step of her life. Daily, there is news related to rape, sexual harassment, molestation, verbal abuse, torture, exploitation. She has to fight against gender indiscrimination, inequality, and hundreds of
social norms are tagged with her the day she puts her steps outside her home.
In most of the cases, women abort their female child involuntarily when they succumb to family pressures. The inlaws' illogical demand/ desire for a boy preference makes the life of women hell. Sometimes, she is left by her husband if
she is unable to give birth to a child and worse happens when she conceives a girl child.Ironically it all happens in a
country where the girl is seen as an incarnation of Goddess 'Laxmi'. True, many families are out of bounds in joy when a
girl child is born in their family. They think she will bring luck, harmony, happiness and peace in their family. They even
touch her feet to seek her blessings. Many childless couples even adopt a girl child irrespective of the worries of her future
(mainly marriage).
Unfortunately, various schemes to counter this situation brought out by many states as well as at the central level
have been ineffective in reducing the extent of this problem. However, we cannot let our despair or the extent of the
problem be the justification for inaction. At this stage, removal of this practice must involve:
1. Focus on the humanist, as well as scientific and rational approach and a move away from the traditional teachings
which support such practice.
2. Empowerment of women and measures to deal with other discriminatory practices such as dowry, etc.
3. Ensuring development of and access to good health care services.
4. A strong ethical code for doctors.
5. Simpler methods for complaint registration for all women, particularly those who are most vulnerable.
6. Publicity for the cause through the media and increasing awareness amongst the people through NGOs and other
organizations.
7. Regular appraisal and assessment of the indicators of the status of women such as sex ratio, female mortality, literacy
and economic participation.
Of course, we must recognize that foeticide is a crime of murder and punishment should be given to both parents.
There ought to be stricter control over clinics that offer to identify the sex of a foetus and stronger check on abortions to
ensure that they are not performed for the wrong reasons. Doctors must also be sensitized and strong punitive measures
must be taken against those who violate the law.
To conclude, I would just like to say that in such a grim scenario, it's really difficult to digest the harsh reality of the
differences between a boy and a girl. India has a deeply rooted patriarchal attitude to which even the doctors and the
women, who in spite of being the victims, unthinkingly subscribe. There is an urgent need of undoing the historical and
traditional wrongs of a gendered society; only then the hope of abolition of female foeticide and boy preference can
positively adjust the figures in favour of the girl child in future. This is not so much a legal problem as it is a social
disease. We need to truly rid ourselves of this son-obsession and understand that our lives would be just as fulfilling, if not
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more, if our children were to be girls. This is not to say that the law can play no role. We must all work together to ensure
that each and every baby girl is given her due.
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Abstract
The Problems of the 'missing girl child' and the practice of the female foeticide are not uncommon to the country. Since
Vedic period, the position of women was less satisfactory and gradually started declining. The present scenario Female foeticide
is a modern version of female infanticide which has become a blot on the society. The girl children become the target of attack
even before they are born. Sex selective abortions and increase in the number of female infanticide cases have become a
significant social phenomenon in several parts of India. India's legal framework stipulates equal rights for all, regardless of
gender. In practice, however, unequal power equations between males and females have led to violations of women's reproductive rights. Strong male preference, with the extreme consequence of the elimination of the female child, has continued to
increase rather than decline with the spread of education and economic development. Female infanticide now in most places has
been replaced by female foeticide. In this paper, I am reflecting the social behaviour about the society and growing menace of
female foeticide, sex determination of female foeticide .Finally, we will look at means of enforcing national laws and changing
mentalities in order to reassess girl's most basic human right- the right to life. Thus to solve this social problem we need have to
create awareness and change in mindset along with the help of role of the judiciary for eradicating the problem of female
foeticide.
Keywords : Female Foeticide, Girl Infontacide, Social Awareness.

Introduction
One of the greatest threats to our contemporary civilization is the menace of skewed sex ratio. The increasing imbalance between men and women is leading to many crimes such as illegal trafficking of women, sexual assaults, polygamy
and dehumanization of society. These acts have been increasing making this world unsafe for women. Female foeticide is
one of the most nefarious crimes on this earth; perhaps what is detestable is that the people who commit crime belong to
the educated class. To this menace our ancestral and biased view about male child, lack of education, ever increasing
population and dowry have been good propellants. Some measures and their enforcement have to happen immediately.
The ineffectiveness of the Pre-Natal Diagnostics Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act is very much
evident. Hence there needs to be quick reformation in the attitude of people to look beyond the legacy and transform this
world as a better place to live in.
Growing menace of Female Foeticide
The social, cultural and religious fiber of India is pre-dominantly patriarchal contributing extensively to the secondary status of women. The patrilineal social structure based on the foundation that the family runs through a male and
makes male a precious commodity that needs to be protected and given special status. Another important pillar of the
patriarchal structure is marriage wherein women are given sub-ordinate status having no say in the running of their life or
any control over their body or bodily integrity.
Marriage is also considered as a process whereby the burden of the father is passed on to the husband for a very high
price. The dowry or groom price is so staggeringly high irrespective of the class structure that generations may have to
toil to repay the debts incurred during marriage. All of this has contributed to a low status for women in the society to such
an extent that even the birth of a girl child in a family is sought to be avoided. A deleterious fall out of the subjugated
position of women is their vulnerability to violence, rape, sexual abuse dowry harassment, domestic violence, trafficking
etc with little or no mechanisms of combating the same either by way of effective laws and implementation or civil society
action. Various methods were found to eliminate the girl child after her birth like starving her, crushing her under bed or
giving poison etc.
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Pertinently the responsibility for killing the child was fixed on the mother/women as she was considered responsible
for bringing the girl child into existence. The causes for elimination of girl child indicate that the reasons are similar and
different depending upon the geographical location in which female infanticide is practiced. An exorbitant dowry demand
is one of the main reasons for female infanticide. Some of the other reasons are the belief that it is only the son who can
perform the last rites, lineage and inheritance runs through the male line, sons will look after parents in old age, men are
bread winners etc. Strong male preference and the consequent elimination of the female have continued to increase rather
than decline with the spread of education. [1]
The recent technological developments in medical practice combined with a vigorous pursuit of growth of the private
health sector have led to the mushrooming of a variety of sex-selective services. This has happened not only in urban areas
but deep within rural countryside also. Female infanticide in most places has been replaced by female foeticide. Female
foeticide or sex selective abortion is the elimination of the female foetus in the womb itself. The sex of the foetus is
determined by methods like amniocentesis, chorionic villus Biopsy and now by the most popular technique ultrasonograghy.
Once the sex of the foetus is determined, if it is a female foetus, it is aborted. The increase in female foeticide has seen the
proportionate decrease in female sex ratio which has hit an all time low especially in the 0-6 age group and if this decline
is not checked the very delicate equilibrium of nature can be permanently destroyed. [2]
Sex-determination tests and female foeticide
The most commonly used sex-determination test is amniocentesis. It was used as an aid to detect any abnormality in
the unborn child. But over the years it has been used to determine the sex of the foetus. In India since 1978 the test is being
used as a sex determination or sex pre selection test. Since then the test has become extremely popular and has led to a
mushrooming of private clinics which perform the test all over the country. Earlier doctors employed the controversial
amniocentesis test done between 14-18 weeks to determine the sex of the foetus. The ultrasound technique has also been
improved.
The sex of a foetus can be determined by more sophisticated machines within 13-14 weeks of pregnancy by transvaginal sonography and by 14 to 16 weeks through abdominal ultrasound. These methods have rendered sex determination cheap and easy. Some sophisticated method like Ericsson Method which separates the X and Y Chromos from the
sperm and then Injects back only Y chromos into the womb to ensure a boy have also been developed. And they cost
around Rupees 15,000 to 25, 000. [3]
The cultural preferences for sons rather than daughters have skewed sex ratios in India. Census data show a consistent drop in the sex ratio (933F:1000M).The intensity of sex ratio imbalance in the 0-6 age group in some states are
Punjab (793),Haryana(820),Himachal Pradesh(897),Gujarat(878)The menace of Female foeticide started emerging and
spreading all over northern and western India and later on all over the country.
Today female foeticide is no more an urban phenomenon, rural people are also getting more and more involved in it
and come all the way long to cities to get these tests done.
Female Foeticide is Justified or not?
These unscrupulous murders of female or girls are justified on two grounds. First, it reduces the population and
second is that the poor parents will be saved from the expenses which they would have to incur in the marriage of their
daughter if she had born. So the murder of a female foetus is considered to be a solution to two major problems i.e.
population problem and dowry. But how far are these grounds justified. India was the first country to adopt family
planning as an official programme to reduce the birth rate. But population of the country is still growing. One of the
reasons for the growth of population in India is the desire for a son. Today the sex-determination tests have provided an
easy way out to know whether or not a woman will get a son.
None of these arguments given in favour of the continuance of sex determination tests holds good. It is true that
people should have every right to plan their families. If a man has a daughter and he wants son let him have it. But
difficulty lies if he wants son only. How far it is correct to permit him to do so. The sex determination test is used to
destroy the female foetus than to control the number of children or to have a child of the sex of one's choice. In India the
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choice is always male child and it is the female only that is unwanted child.
Though it is the individual interest that is paramount but he has a duty towards the society also as a member of the
society. The argument that banning the test would lead to underground practice does not mean that no law should be
passed to check it. And the argument that it is a symbol of female emancipation is a nullity. Because how far is it just to
be too liberal to one generation of women that they have right even to have the children of their own choice and too cruel
to the other generation to which the very right to take birth and come into existence be denied. If female foeticide is
continued the way it is continuing, it will render all the women and child health programmes a nullity. [4]
PNDT (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act-1994
Due to excessive female infanticide in the northern and western states of India there were strong agitations and
protests to curb the evil of female foeticide. The state of Maharashtra became the first in country to ban pre-natal sex
determination through the enactment of Maharashtra regulation of prenatal diagnostics techniques act. Similar efforts at
the national level resulted in the enactment of the Central pre-natal diagnostic techniques (Regulation and prevention of
misuse) Act 1994.
The act has two aspects viz., regulatory and preventive. It seeks to regulate the use of pre-natal diagnostic techniques
for legal or medical purposes and prevent misuse for illegal purposes. The act provides for the setting up of various bodies
along with their composition powers and functions. There is a central supervisory board, appropriate authorities and
advisory committees. [5]
Judicial Responses
Reports reveal that baby girls are neglected, malnourished or even killed at birth. Anecdotal evidence suggests that
sex selecting clinics and the abortion of girls are still wide spread. Tougher legislation have made it possible for the
authorities to crack down staging raids on pre-prenatal clinics to check records and look for evidence of illegal sex
selection. Officials admit that it is hard to find evidence. Pre-natal scans to check for abnormalities are legal and it can be
impossible to prove that a doctor has in fact used one to reveal baby's sex. The recent study has reported that India has lost
10 million girls over the last two decades. After the enactment of the act in 1994, in the year 2006 there was first
conviction. Where a doctor and a lab technician were sentenced to two year of imprisonment under the act. [6]
Supreme Court directed state governments to take further steps to enforce the law and the secretary. Department of
family welfare was directed to file an affidavit indicating the status of actions taken. Supreme Court directed 9 companies
to supply the information of the machines sold to various clinics in the last 5 years. Details of about 11,200 machines
from all these companies and fed into a common data base. Addresses received from the manufacturers were also sent to
concerned states and to launch prosecution against those bodies using ultrasound machines that had filed to get themselves registered under the act. The court directed that the ultrasound machines/scanners be sealed and seized if they were
being used without registration. Three associations' viz., The Indian Medical Association [IMA], Indian Radiologist
Association [IRA], and the Federation of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists Societies of India [FOGSI] were asked to
furnish details of members using these machines. Since the supreme court directive 99 cases were registered and in 232
cases ultrasound machines, other equipment and records were seized Today there is an estimated 25000 ultrasound
machines in the country, of these 15000 have been registered. State governments have communicated to the central
government in writing the according to official reports received, they are satisfied that sex determination services are no
longer being provided in their respective states. [7]
However, it is widely believed that while these services are no longer openly available their clandestine availability
and utilization continues all over the country. The observation of the National inspection and Monitoring Commission
confirm this situation and endorse the need for stricter enforcement of laws.
Conclusion
Yatra Naranthya Pujyathe Raman The Tatra Devatha” has been our culture. In our country a girl is worshiped as a
Devi on one hand and denied her existence on the other as if she has no right to live. Time has perhaps come for us to get
rid of male chauvinism and treat children as gifts of nature regardless of their gender. We cannot imagine a society in the
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future where there will be only males and no females. The society will be full of crimes and evils. Only if legislations
enacted in this behalf are not sufficient. Orthodox views regarding women need to be changed. The PNDT Act should
penalize and punish the violators of this crime strictly. The pernicious acts of female foeticide and coercive abortions have
to end before women becomes endangered species.
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Abstract
Witness the Night is the debut novel of Kishwar Desai set in a small town in the northern state of Punjab. It was awarded the
Costa First Novel Award in 2010. It belongs to the genre of crime fiction but more importantly it is a scathing study of the male
bias in Indian society the ugliest manifestation of which is the female infanticide. The protagonist of the novel Simran Singh
unravels not only the murder mystery but also the pathetic condition of women in our society and the reasons behind it. It
explores the deeper questions like why the girls are considered as curse in Indian society and why is there is a culture of silencing
the girls in Indian society.
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Witness the Night, Kishwar Desai's first novel, won the Costa First Novel Award in 2010. (The prestigious Costa
Book Awards, originally known as the Whitbread Awards until 2006, confer recognition on writers from the UK and
Ireland; Desai resides in the UK).It is a crime novel set in the state of Punjab. The heart and soul of any high-quality crime
novel is a well-drawn plot and solid characters. But some crime novels do more than tell a story about believable people.
Some also address important social issues. Apart from being a crime novel Witness the Night is a scathing study of the
patriarchal system in India and the diminished status of women in Indian society. It especially focuses on the problem of
female infanticide and the percussions of reduced sex ratio in Indian society.
In Witness the Night Kishwar Desai writes ;
“Punjab is known for murdering its daughters. The sex ratio here is the lowest in the country--less than 850 girls per
1000 menand despite all sorts of dire warnings from social scientists and demographers, girls are still considered inauspicious. In Chandigarh, the uber urban capital that Punjab shares with Haryana, it is now 777 per thousand males. In
some villages of Haryana it is miserable 370.Delhi is also fast reaching those dismal figures……Not so long ago, the
midwives used to take away newborn girls from their mothers, seal them in earthen pots and roll the pot around till the
baby stopped crying. Or they would simply suffocate them. Or give them opium and then bury them. For a largely farming
community, girls were a burden. (1).
It was an orthodox society where girls were seen as “curse” and boys the mode of carrying on the family lineage, it
was also a society where dowry system was a norm strictly followed, and dowry deaths accepted, it was and is a society
where honor killings are the unwritten law for transgressors, it is a society which believes in silencing its girls, and those
who refuse to do so are treated as Sharda is, or are seen as “lost cases” as the NGO worker Simran. It was in such a
society that Sharda dared to take birth as a girl and refused to die even after numerous attempts were made to do away
with her. As a new born she refused to die from opium, refused to drown in a pot of milk, stuck to existence even when
buried in the earth in a pot till finally rescued. It was in such a society that Sharda took the liberty to be intelligent and
sensitive and commit the unforgivable crime of falling in love with her tutor-Harpreet Singh, a crime which was never
forgiven by her family and determined the miserable course of events in her life. Emile Dickinson writes, “Much madness
is divinest sense/ To a discerning eye/ Much sense the starkest madness/'Tis the majority/ In this, as all, prevails /Assent,
and you are sane/Demur,- -you're straightway dangerous/And handled with a chain.” (Selected Poems, 30) Sharda?s
younger sister Durga feels that the situation would have been completely different for Sharda had she been a boy, but her
crime was to have been born as a girl and then to have fallen in love, and that too with a man much lower to her in terms
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of class and caste. In a society where girls are required to follow the norms set by the elders unquestioningly Sharda was
an aberration thus had to be silenced. Durga, the younger sister, writes in her diary: They tried to do everything they had
done to her when she was born. The same Jitu who had saved her life, now wanted to extinguish it. How is it that a girl
can, in sixteen years, go through exactly the same experiences twice over. Except that they couldn?t put her in a clay pot,
she was too big now. (Witness the Night, 82) Unlike the NGO activist Simran Singh, Sharda is not only unsupported by
her family but becomes a victim at their hands forced to lose all holds on sanity, reduced to a vegetative state of existence,
confined to a prison, treated ruthlessly, her baby taken away from her. The resultant state of mental ruin is so complete
that it is difficult for her to come back to any semblance of normalcy. Desai writes:
“…..even in the twenty first century, mental health hospitals in India were still largely a dumping ground for the
'inconvenient'….Many women were locked up simply because they were not wanted by their families, and minor incidents
were blown into catastrophic events. A large proportion of women in these hospitals were well into their middle age and
often had husbands or families who found them difficult to live with- too aggressive or argumentative. Sometimes there
were issues of inheritance, or the husband wanted to get remarried. It was certainly a cheaper option than a divorce.” (1)
The book opens on a disturbing dream sequence (or is it a memory?) that sets up the murder which is to be at the
centre of this book. In a small town in northern India, a house still smolders from a devastating fire. Inside a young girl is
found severely beaten and barely alive, along with the lifeless bodies of thirteen people. Inexplicably, the local police
accuse the girl of the murders. But Simran Singh, an independent-minded, unconventional social worker, is convinced of
the girl's innocence. As Simran goes against the authorities to seek out the truth, she discovers a terrifying web of deceit
that will change her forever. Seamlessly weaving themes of sexism, police corruption, and infanticide, this captivating
mystery plunges readers into the thrilling heart of modern India.
Simran Singh is a social worker who has returned from Delhi to her hometown of Jullundur, in the state of Punjab.
Simran has come back to Jullundur as a consultant to the police in a horrible case. Fourteen-year-old Durga Atwal is
suspected of poisoning thirteen members of her family and then setting her family's home on fire, after stabbing some of
the members. An old university friend of Simran's, who is now Inspector General for Punjab, has asked her to come to
Jullundur to try to get Durga to talk about the night of the murders. Durga has said nothing since her arrest, and it's
believed that if Simran can get the girl to open up about that night, the police will have the answers to their questions.
Simran has very little success with Durga at first. The girl has been traumatised by what's happened and being held
in a prison facility is not helping matters. With the little information she does get, Simran starts asking questions about the
Atwal family. What she learns slowly becomes more and more disturbing. The Atwals were wealthy and powerful, so very
few people are willing to tell the truth about them. Even the people who invited Simran in as a consultant begin to shut her
out. But it slowly comes out that behind the family's 'well-born' and wealthy façade were some very dark secrets.
As Simran gets beneath the proverbial surface, she finds out that this is much more than a case of a young girl who
'snapped,' or a resentful teenager who let that resentment get out of control. What happened in the Atwal family is instead
reflective of an entire way of looking at life that's not confined to just one family. If Simran is going to find out what really
happened on the night of the murders, she's going to have to win Durga's trust and penetrate layers of bureaucracy. She'll
also have to go up against cultural attitudes about money and power and what they can buy, the roles of girls and women,
and the sense of obligation to keep up a front. In the end, and with some help from journalist Gurnit Singh, Simran finds
out the truth about what happened to Durga and her family.
We learn about the crime that is central to the story in bits and pieces, as Simran finds out new information. As she
begins to uncover the different layers of the family history, the facts that led up to the crime and the actual crime itself, we
see that there is a real question as to exactly who is responsible for what happened on the night of the murders. But the
crime is only one element in this mystery. Also important is the culture, the set of assumptions and so on that led to the
murders. In the culture in which these murders occur, obvious wealth and high social status matter a great deal. In fact,
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they matter more than just about anything. What's more, it is a culture in which men are highly favoured and girls are
raised for one purpose: to find a prosperous husband and produce children, preferably sons.
We see this culture from the outside, as it were. Simran Singh has been away from her home town for a long time and
even though she knows a lot of people, she doesn't really fit in. For one thing, she's in her forties and not married. What's
more, she has no desire to settle down. She smokes, drinks, speaks her mind and has no desire to fit in with life in
Jullundur. And yet, she is from that town, she understands the people, their culture and their history and in a way, that
culture is a part of her identity. She has her own scars, but they don't deter her from trying to right what she sees as a
terrible injustice being done to Durga Atwal. Simran is not perfect even she admits that 'We all have our little weaknesses.
Mine has always been to wade in where others feel it wiser not to.'This means that she's sometimes very outspoken, even
blunt. But it's not hard to be on her side as she works to find out the truth about the Atwal family.
Despite being dressed as a crime thriller the novel remains a sneering remark on the culture that perceives women as
worthless- better off dead in the small towns of India. The obsession of Atwal family for a male heir and their simultaneous hatred for daughters is not uncommon in Indian society. The agony of the Atwal sisters is shared by millions of
daughters in India and by weaving their agony into an absorbing story Kishwar Desai compels the reader to contemplate
about the unjust social structure and how dangerous could it be.
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Abstract
Our Vedas gave importance to women and was referred her as "saamraajini". However with time, the relevance of women has
reduced and the aspirations of people for male child have taken over. In some parts of the country, the male to female ratio is
very high creating socio-cultural problems in the society. This nexus has interlinked webs, increasing the practice of female
foeticide. Every practice of violence against women has some age-old reasoning behind it, which is strongly supported by people
who justify the practices like infanticide and foeticide. Therefore it is essential to find such causes which have supported such
practices since many decades and still continue to suppress the status of women in Indian Society. The author of the paper has
tried to assess the reasons for this deep rooted problem.
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Introduction
Our Vedas gave importance to women and was referred her as "saamraajini". However with time, the relevance of
women has reduced and the aspirations of people for male child have taken over. The preference for a male child continues
to be a prevalent norm. This is evident from the declining sex ratio which has dropped to alarming levels, especially in the
northern states according to recent reports. Manu, the law giver said, "The gods are satisfied wherever women are
honoured, but where they are not respected, rites and prayers are ineffectual" (Harshananda, 2008). The role played by
the society is very important in this regard as societal responsibility falls just as much on corporations as it does on
citizens and governments.
Female foeticide is the termination of the life of a foetus within the womb on the grounds that its sex is female.
Discrimination against girl children, parents' neglect of the girl child, illegal abortions and female infanticide are clear
instances of this. The practice of female foeticide, which is illegal, is still prevalent in our country. It is not only the poor,
illiterate who become party to this; but even the middle classes, rich in India and educated who are biased against the girl
child and women. The roots are very deep and it needs to be uprooted from the depth.
According to last census, the child sex ratio in India was 919 females to 1000 males, which declined from 927 females
to 1000 males in the previous decade. Haryana, which is supposed to be one of the richest states in India, takes the top
most position in skewed sex ratio. Other prominent states are Punjab, Delhi, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh etc. Skewed sex ratios are seen in almost all the states of India, except in North East India and
some of South India (Census, 2011).
It is also interesting to note that 18 states/UT had birth sex ratio higher than 107 implying excess males at birth and/
or excess female mortalities after birth but before she reaches the age of 1, 13 states/UT had normal child sex ratios in the
0-1 age group, and 4 states/UT had birth sex ratio less than 103 implying excess females at birth and/or excess male
mortalities after birth but before he reaches the age of 1. Figure 1 shows that there has been some change (improvement)
in the sex ration in the urban India, however, in totality there has been no significant change since 1961. Even after 50
years, the mindset of people and prevailing practices dominated the lower female sex ratio.
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Figure 1

Source: Census 2011
India's legal framework stipulates equal rights for all, regardless of gender. In practice, however, unequal power
equations between males and females have led to violations of women's reproductive rights. The girl child has often been
a victim to the worst forms of discrimination. In this paper, the author has tried assess the various reasons for this menace
of Female Foeticide.
Causes
A complex and nuanced interplay of a variety of factors, some inadvertent fallout of developmental inputs, seem to
have contributed to the prevailing situation. The causes which are discussed in this paper are conditions in which female
foeticide is practiced on a large scale in various parts of India. The reasons for the practice of female foeticide are
somehow similar amongst various countries where daughter elimination is supported. The lawmakers and the judiciary
should take immediate effective steps to handle such causes, which are root cause of such practice.
The social, cultural and religious fibre of India is pre-dominantly patriarchal contributing extensively to the secondary status to women.
There are following causes for female foeticide :
•

Economic Casues

•

Religious Casues

•

Social Casues

•

Legal Casues

•

Technological Casues

In a country like India, females are paid less remuneration for the same work. Also, people conceive that higher
number of male children would get them more income. There is a belief that girls are always consumer and boys are
producer. Parents understand that son earn money for them whole life and care their parents however girls will get
married a day and go away (Kaur, 2009).
The treatment of women is not same in all religions. It varies from religion to religion. The interrelationship amongst
the various causes lead to female foeticide. Male and female are never considered same in our country. There is prevalent
gender discrimination. The influence of religion leaves a sturdy impact on innumerable philosophies and traditional
beliefs, which believe that son, is fundamental for religious formalities, which are executed at different phases of life.
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The bias against females in India is grounded in cultural, economic and religious roots (Bandyopadhyay and Singh,
2003). Sons are expected to work in the fields, provide greater income and look after parents in old age. In this way, sons
are looked upon as a type of insurance.
The evil practice of dowry is widely prevalent in India. As a result, daughters are considered to be an economic
liability. The dowry system is more rigid in the northern states of India which is likely to contribute to the lesser child sex
ratio. There is a myth that son will carry name of family in future whereas girl have to carry husband's family.
Again for the funeral ceremonies of the parents, presence of a son is a must. Legalization of abortion in India is
another big reason for the illegal sex determination and termination of girl baby. Social pressures in India, and the
presence of low-cost technologies like ultrasound, have led to sex-based abortion of female foetuses, and an increasingly
smaller percentage of girls born each year.
The social structure based on the foundation that the family line runs through male makes men a precious commodity
that needs to be protected and given a special status. Another important pillar of the patriarchal structure is marriage
wherein women are given a subordinate status having no say in the running of their life or any control over their body or
bodily integrity. All of this has contributed to a low social status for women in the society to such an extent that even the
birth of a girl child in a family is sought to be avoided.
Conclusion
The practice of female foeticide is alarmingly increasing day by day and this is adversely affecting the child sex ratio
in India. Every person who practices female foeticide has their own reasons and excuses to eliminate the girl child from
their respective families. It is evident from the above-reviewed causes that all the causes are interlinked and contribute to
the practice of daughter elimination in our country. The ineffective implementation of the legislation is evident in India's
skewed gender ratio.
Ironically, female foeticide takes place in a country where people worship various forms of Goddesses. But even then,
the intentional killing of the girl child continues. Such is the double standards of our society. Right to education, health
and empowerment are the fundamental rights of every Indian woman. The horrible illegal practice of female foeticide has
to be stopped by harsh laws and change in the mind-set of the people. If it is possible to stop abortion and foeticide of
female by legal enforcements on the demand and supply sides, female infants will see the light and breathe the air of the
earth. Valuing of women should be encouraged and all the reasons for which female foeticide is practiced should be
eliminated so that women feel secure of her birth and her existence.
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Abstract

In India sex-ratio is declining it is a fact, but more important and serious thing is that with social, educational, economic
development, it is declining in 2011 Census. Using Census of India date from 1901 to 2011 and national and international
reports of women's condition in India, beginning with sex ratio trends according to regional distribution up to female infanticides and sex-selective abortions and dowry deaths, this study examines the sociological aspects of the gender imbalance in
modern contemporary India. Gender inequality persistence in India proves that new values and structures do not necessarily
lead to the disappearance of older forms, but they can co-exist with mutual /adaptations and reinforcements. And progressive
decreases should be found in rates of social indicators of gender inequality like dowry deaths (the inverse should be found in sex
ratio trends) However, data does not confirm these trends. This finding leads to emphasize a new theoretical and methodological
approach towards social systems study, namely the conception of social systems as complex adaptive systems and the consequential emergentist, nonlinear conception of social change processes. Within the framework of emergentist theory of social change
is it possible to understand the lasting strength of the patriarchal tradition and its problematic consequences in the modern
contemporary India.

Keywords: Female foeticide, female infanticide, ageold tradition, abortion.
Introduction
Female sex ratio commonly known as sex ratio is the humber of females per every 1000 males in a given place. It
again, is recalculated based on the age groups like 0 years to 6 years and above. The number of female in the age group
of 0 years to 6 years is termed as child sex ratio. As per the latest Census in the year 2011, the total female sex ratio in
India is 940 per 1000 males and the female child sex ratio is 944 girl children per every 1000 boy children of the same age
group. The overall female sex ratio has increased by 0.75% in the Census 2011 as compared to the previous Census of
2001. As per the provisional report generated by the Census of India, Ministry of Home Affairs, some of the Union
Territories like Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu has shown a negative trend in respect of the female sex ratio.
The state and Union Territories showing a negative trend in Census 2011 are:•

Jammu & Kashmir: 1.01 %

•

Daman and Diu: 4.56%

•

Dadra and Nagar Haveli: 12.96%

Reason is basically that a girl is seen as a liability1. She will get married and leave the house, so cannot be counted for support in you old age.
2. You have to pay a huge dowry (although this is illegal in India, the practice isn't uncommon)
3. Needs to be protected much more-so makes it difficult for both parents to work (i.e. somebody needs to be at home
with the girl to make sure she is safe)
4. Much higher chance of bringing disgrace to the family if something goes wrong.
Abortion of female fetuses is rising in India. According to a UN report it has reached emergency proportions. The
male-female ratio is falling consistently. Now there are only 918 girls for 1000 boys. 12 million girls have been aborted
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over the past three decades. Girls are considered a liability in traditionally a male-dominated Indian culture. Preference
for a male child is very strong. Ultrasonography is blamed for rise in abortions. The ban on foetuses gender testing
remains largely ineffective. Medical professionals adopt unethical practices and are lured by money from those eager to
find out about the sex of the child in the womb. The report states that fewer girls in the society lead to gender tensions and
cases of kidnapping, and trafficking of women would see an increase. Dowry and lack of economic opportunities cause
further harm. Economic progress in the country has failed to change the situation. Observers say India will have to strictly
enforce measures to prevent illegal abortions of female fetus. They warn that the problem will continue unless the issue
is given adequate attention.
Rank Sex Ratio Report-2015
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Crimes against women
Police records show high incidence of crimes against women in India. The National Crime Records Bureau reported
in 1998 that the growth rate of crimes against women would be higher than the population growth rate by 2010. Earlier,
many cases were not registered with the police due to the social stigma attached to rape and molestation cases. Official
statistics show that there has been a dramatic increase in the number of reported crimes against women. According to
National Crime Records Bureaudata of 2012 Gujarat has the lowest rape rate (0.8) while Mizoram had the highest rape
rate with a value of 10.1 the National Average was at 2.1. The rates were calculated by National Crime Records Bureau
as the number of incidents per 100,000 of the population. Most dowry deaths occur when the young women, unable to
bear the harassment and torture, commits suicide. Most of these suicides are by hanging, poisoning or by fire. Sometimes
the women is killed by setting herself on fire-this is known as bride burning, and is sometimes disguised as suicide or
accident, In dowry deaths, the groom's family is the perpetrator of murder or suicide. India has a highly masculine sex
ratio, the chief reason being that many women die before reaching adulthood. Tribal societies in India have a less masculine sex ratio than all other caste groups. This, in spite of the fact that tribal communities have far lower levels of income
literacy and health facilities. It is therefore suggested by many experts, that the highly masculine sex ratio in India can be
attributed to female infanticides and sex-selective abortions. All medical tests that can be used to determine the sex of the
child have been banned in India, due to incidents of these tests being used to get rid of female children before birth. Female
infanticide (killing of girl infants) is still prevalent in some rural areas. The abuse of the dowry tradition has been one of
the main reasons for sex-selective abortions and female infanticides in India. The National Crime Records Bureau reveal
that a crime against a women is committed every there minutes, a women is raped every 26 minutes, a dowry death occurs
every 77 minutes, and one case of cruelty committed by either the husband or relative of the husband occurs every nine
minutes. This occurs despite the fact that women in India are legally protected from domestic abuse under the Protection
of Women from Domestic Violence Act.
Suggestions
1. Society must break the vicious circle of poverty and female illiteracy.
2. Strict implementation of law in case of honor killing must be followed everywhere.
3. Free education up 12th stand for girls' should not remain only the slogan. But its implementation in reality is necessary.
4. The government should promote more higher and technical educational facilities in the rural areas. There should be
special incentive package for women education.
5. In the schools no gender discrimination should be followed.
6. The Anti-Dowry Act should be strictly implemented.
7. Motivation and assistance should be given to collective marriage system.
8. Through employment opportunities, empowerment of women should be done.
9. Finally mentality of human being should be changed.
Conclusion:
There is a 'demand' for sex determination technology and, therefore, this would continue to be 'supplied' at most the
'supply' can be regulated. Social engineering efforts need to be targeted at reducing the demand if the sex ratio is to be
improved. Hence, let out country develop an environment where there is no space for gender bias and rather there is equal
platform for both to progress and contribute to the wellness of our country. This is matter of concern for every Indian and
its government. The difference is more in northern states of India as compare to southern states. We must realize the
problem and take appreciated steps to save female child. Everybody have to realize that, son and daughter are equally
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important for us. We must give equal respect and take care of our female child. If we find informational bout killing of any
female womb or child then don't forget to inform the police, because these steps are necessary to rebuilt our society and
save other girl children.
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Abstract
Sex selective abortions and increase in the number of female infanticide cases have become a significant social problem in
several parts of India. It is found in all castes, class and communities. The girl children become target of attack even before they
are born. The latest advances in modern medical sciences the tests like Amniocentesis and Ultra-sonography which were originally designed for detection of congenital abnormalities of the foetus, are being misused for knowing the sex of the foetus with
the intention of aborting it if it happens to be that of a female. The cultural and economic factors that lead to female infanticide
and selective abortion are part of the ferocious cycle of discrimination against women and their deflation. The preference for
sons, however, is not the only reason for the practice of female infanticide and selective abortion. There are actual deterrents and
costs associated with raising girl children that influence choices made in communities where this abuse is practiced. The same
social practices reflect a community's low estimation of women in general.

Keywords: Female foeticide, female infanticide, medical killing, heinous crime.
Introduction
Female foeticide is the termination of the life of a foetus within the womb on the grounds that its sex is female. Female
feticide is thus the conjunction of two ethical evils: abortion and gender bias. A foetus's right to life outweighs the parents'
rights to wealth, pride, or convenience, whether the fetus is male or female. The term "sex selective abortion" is preferable
to the term foeticide, since it points to both of the ethical evils inherent in this practice. Female foeticide has replaced
female infanticide as a means to reduce or eliminate female offspring.
History of Female Foeticide
Many people groups, both eastern and western, have a history of infanticide. For thousands of years, parents have
exterminated baby girls by poisoning, strangling, or burying them alive. This practice decreased in the Greco-Roman
world as Christianity flourished and is nearly non-existent in the West today. In countries such as China and India, the
practice of infanticide continued into the 20th century. However, the 1970s saw a dramatic drop in the girl-to-boy ratio in
India, when abortion was legalized and ultrasound technology enabled families to determine the sex of their child by the
fourth month of pregnancy. By 2005 the ratio slipped to 814 girls for every 1,000 boys, as opposed to the natural rate of
952 girls for every 1,000 boys.
Socio-Economic Reasons for Female Foeticide
Preference for the Male Child
For the root of this issue, it is essential to understand the causes behind it. In India, one f the simplest and most
obvious causes is a preference for the male child. It's simple couples prefer a male child over a female one. The root lies
in our very own traditions, customs, beliefs and above all, our thinking. It is a general perception that the birth of a male
child is beneficial and advantageous to the family. A male in the family is traditionally considered to be a source source
of money, source of respect, source of name and fame. A man is expected to work and earn for his family in the process
repaying all that was cost to bring him up. A woman is considered a financial obligation, as money spent on bringing her
up, educating her, marrying her will not be repaid as she will go to her husband's house after marriage, and the benefits
of all that 'investment' shall go to his family.
Dowry System
Another major cause and arguably the most prominent one is the age-old dowry system. Dowry is the money, goods
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and/or property a woman brings into a marriage. It is basically a payment done by the bride's family to the groom's family
during marriage. Reasons for dowry include provision of “base funds” for the husband to start a new family, establish his
household and to feed and protect the family. Another reason is to support the woman and her children, if the husband
were to die especially since women have a better average life-expectancy than men. However, in most cases, dowry is
seen to be payment to the groom's family, for accepting the woman, and for taking responsibility for her there on. In India,
expected dowries are huge hundreds of thousands in cash, car(s), some property. It is well beyond the capacity of many
families to afford this, especially in rural areas (where the expectancy remains the same). Dowry is illegal in India, but
this has not stopped families all over the nation from giving (trying) and accepting it. Therefore, the birth of a female child
indicates huge amounts of expenditure later in her life, when she shall be married which incidentally, is considered the
most important time of a woman's life. Couples do not wish to have such financial burdens on them loans and debts, for
example: which most dowries force which is why they do not want a girl, to spare them from such huge monetary
requirements. This is prevalent to such an extent, that many small clinics that perform illegal sex-determination tests and
help couples abort female foetuses, advertise using the slogan, “500 now, or 5,00,000 later” the former indicating the
price of an abortion, and the latter that of the dowry.
Science and Technology
Advances in technologies, especially ultra-sonography are now conveniently available at the "clinic next door", with
the woman's family willing to dish out any amount that is demanded of them. The sex of a fetus can be determined within
13 to 14 weeks of pregnancy by transvaginal sonography and by 14 to 16 weeks through abdominal ultrasound. These
methods have rendered sex determination cheap and easy. Pre conception techniques such as the Ericsson method which
separates the X and Y-chromosomes from the sperm and then injects back only the Y chromosome into the womb to ensure
a boy, costs Rs 30, 000 to 50,000. Yet another technique known as the Pre-implantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD) helps
to determine the sex of even an unrecognizable fetus. One or two cells are removed from an 8-10 celled embryo as early
as three days after fertilization and is then re-implanted into the uterus. Its cost Rs. 1,50,000 per treatment cycle which
is out of reach of the common man's pocket. The easy availability of mobile scanning machines means doctors are now
doing brisk business in rural areas. It has been estimated that there are 30,000 officially registered pre-natal units in
lndia". Nobody reports the unqualified technicians because it is not in their interest to do so. Even the qualified doctors in
registered clinics have ways of violating the law against using ultrasound tests to determine the sex of the fetus. Another
shocking fact is that doctors use the trust placed upon them for their own benefits. Knowing that the couple will abort the
foetus if it is female, the doctors proclaim a female foetus even if the tests show a male foetus to avail the extra fee they
receive for abortion.
Education
A commonly suggested reason is illiteracy. It is assumed that people are illiterate and not educated, and hence they
commit this heinous act. However, logical as it may sound, this cannot be safely established. Numbers tell us that, this
practice of female foeticide is equally prevalent, if not more, in urban parts of India (which host the so called 'rich' and
'upper' class people) as in rural areas. Clinics are flocked in huge numbers in urban areas, to facilitate the 'facility' of
illegal sex determination. How can one then point the finger at illiteracy? Education means not only improving the literacy
rate but to change the mindset of the people to stop this menace.
Female Security
Another reason for the unwanted status of the female child is the burden on her parents regarding her safety. Incidences of girls subjected to rape, molesting, sexual abuse, domestic violence, trafficking, etc. are growing every day, and
parents don't want to risk their girl child's safety.
Religious Values
The influence of religion leaves a sturdy impact on innumerable philosophies and traditional beliefs, which believe
that son, is fundamental for religious formalities, which are executed at different phases of life. It is also argued, that some
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of this has bases in religion too. For example, according to Hindu scriptures, it is a male who'll light the funeral pyre of
his dead parent(s). The cremation ceremonial procedure is the most essential in India. It is considered that cremation
through a son guarantees that parents are blessed with direct passage to heaven.
Strategies to Curb Female Feticide
Although there are many facilities are given by the government and steps taken to improve the status of the women in
the society. They are provided with greater opportunities in education, employment and in matter of governance that is
their seats are reserved in the school, colleges and even the parliament. They are provided with almost free education,
loans with zero percent interest and many other things that make the parents less burdened. As there are many laws
against the female feticide such as huge fine, cancellation of license and many jail terms but they are not implemented in
a good way because there are number of private clinics in the every corner of the city to be searched and moreover our
take these things lightly for example in Korea, government cancelled all the license of doctors permanently and put them
into jails the who are indulged in these activities, as a result there is significant increase in girls to boys sex ratio with in
the year. Therefore first and foremost steps are strict actions against doctors and keep monitoring the advanced machines
which are used by various doctors.
Most of people think that this kind of practice is more among the villagers or the one who are not educated but they
are wrong. These are more in the large cities and the people who are well educated.
Intensive information, Education and Communication campaigns for raising awareness: the government launched so
many programs one of them is "Save the Girl Child Campaign" which have main objectives to highlight the achievements
of the young girls. To achieve the long-term vision efforts are made to create an environment where sons and daughter are
equally valued. There is a need of mass media in promoting a positive image of women. School and colleges should be the
target audience. Various non-governmental organizations (NGOs) played an active role in this area. However the root
causes of gender bias need to be tackled first and then steps towards women empowerment must be strengthened.
Women empowerment: Education is the powerful tool for women to improve self-image, acceptance of family planning and their empowerment. NGOs may be encouraged to promote formation of self-help groups, provide non-formal
education for adult females, create employment opportunities for women as well as provide counseling and support
services to newly married and pregnant women to discourage them from undergoing sex-selective abortion.
Conclusion
Understanding these reasons behind this practice of female foeticide, it is evident that the change has to be in the
thinking and mentality of the people, and also the laws of our country to abolish and eradicate immoral and unjustified
customs like dowry. These reasons have to be addressed immediately, if any change and improvement is desired it cannot
be expected that female foeticide be stopped without changing anything else. Major and instantaneous changes are required in the way our country and its people basically function. Only then can we think about bringing about a change,
and making India a better and safer nation for the fairer sex.
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Abstract
This paper is an endeavor to raise some pertinent questions related to the system of education which instead of fostering humane
values engages itself in the infringement of basic human rights i.e. 'right to life' or 'right to survive'.Education is generally
perceived as a strong medium to bring social control. Human evolution suggests that man is superior to other species on the
earth, because it has a brain and subsequently he can reflect upon anything; this in turn makes him different from other animals.
Education plays pivotal role in taking humanity on the roads of development and progress. The 19thcentury has witnessed the
immense growth of science and technology, which is an applied part of education. On one hand technological advancement has
brought convenience and has improved the quality of life of people, but on the other hand it is not sans maladies. The role of
science and technology in controlling ailments and thereby improving the health of people has always been appreciated, but
when this knowledge attempts to diminish the life chances of particular sex-then it becomes debatable.

Keywords: Female foeticide, lack of education, technological advancement, sex-determination.
Introduction
Education is considered as the strongest medium in the modern scientific world, through which we control and
determine our lives. It is a powerful tool to disseminate knowledge in the masses. It is often perceived, that a society which
is well educated, instills higher values among its members. Higher values may connote, those values which safeguard the
basic human rights of a humanbeing.Education cannot be a mere systematic arrangement of facts. It is that part of human
knowledge, which motivates us to reflect on things which are happening in our surrounding or with us.
There is a liberal stand on education, which believes, that “education can be used to fight all kind of social evils.
Teenagers are given driver education, anti-drug education,sex education and religious education, and are expected to
become cautious,sober,chaste and devout as a result”(Spencer:1979;143).Here the education is perceived as tool which
has a positive role to play in creating sensible and responsible members ,hence contributing in building a sane society.
Another argument regarding education states “It is easy to present facts but it's not easy to control group interaction.
Education present information. But you and I organize our lives on the basis of feelings, relationships and desire to win
approval, and the likes as well as information. These factors limit the ability of education to remake society.”(Spencer:
1979; 413).These two arguments as stated are in contradiction to each other. However it is an acceptable fact of today
that science and technology has reinstated those values in the modern scientific world, which instead of making progressive human society is taking us in the state of regression. This is the destructive face of our technological world, hence
compelling the intellingentsia,the social activist and the feminist to debate and challenge the technology which is literally
responsible for the missing population of one sex i.e. 'girl child'.
Patriarchy and Indian Society
The rate and incidences of violence against women are often considered as a consequence of patriarchal structure of our
society. Patriarchy means amaledominant societal structure, in which the lineage, familyname, property rights etc.is passed
through male descendants. Ultimate authority rests in male. The members of society, who advocate and support such social
structure, are found to be engaged in establishing a value system which reserves the primacy of men. The continuity of such
values and norms which contribute in establishing authority of men over women, find supporters from both the sexes. In
other words it has been found through various studies that women too are active precipitator of patriarchy.
The instances of female foeticide are considered by many of the scholars as a consequence of patriarchal mindset and it
is often told by the scholars that scriptures and the old Hindu text have supported this practice. Female foeticide and
infanticide have existed in India since Vedictimes. To counter this argument, one could say that, though there has been
preference of son, but the birth of a girl was also welcomed “The birth of a daughter is highly meritorious” (Mastya Purana:
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154.414-17), “Men desire son, daughter and wife for himself” (Adi Parva: 1.160.3).Another hymns in Rig Veda mentions
“My sons are the slayers of the enemies, my daughter is the best Ruling Queen. I'm also victorious.”(Rig Veda: 10.159.3).
Modern Scientific era and Female Foeticide
As we trace the history of female infanticide and foeticide in India, it could be traced back to continuous invasions
from Greeks, KushansTurks and Mughals. These invasions and loot compelled the inhabitants (particularly North Indians) to practice female infanticide, foeticide sati and johar etc. Now this era has gone, we are today in the 21st century, an
era of modern scientific, progressiveworld. Nevertheless the instances of female foeticide have increased in today's world
that one can figure out skewed men women ratio. The reason for missing population of girls can be well correlated to the
advanced technology.
It is reported that ultrasound in India and China came almost in the same year; i.e.1979.But the use of this technology
was slow in comparison to China. Both these countries were suffering from the problem of population explosion. Family
planning policy was adopted by these two countries. China resorted to stringent and coercive method, but India implemented it through counselling of couples and educating the masses (India adopted coercive method during Emergency
period. Later on it had to abandon these measures).
The advent of ultra-sonography and pressure to limit family size resulted in selective abortions. As a consequence
there was a visible sex ratio imbalance. The census data reveal the fact that there are 940 females per 1000 males. Some
of the states had an alarming skewed sex ratio. The states of Punjab &Haryana, Rajasthan and Jammu & Kashmir fall in
this category.

Table1.1 represents the states which have low male female ratio. These states are high in literacy, education and
material progress, ironically these cases are high in selective abortions. On the other hand table 1.2 represents those states
which have low literacy, education and are backward in material progress, yet they have high sex ratio. When these two
tables are compared, we can draw conclusion that, high literacy and education levels need not necessarily ensure high sex
ratio. The states with low level of education have a high sex ratio.These facts reveal that investment on education; health
and general wellbeing not necessarily mean that it will ensure security to the womb which is going to take birth.
Value System and Use of Technology
When we analyze instances of female foeticide in India, perhaps we can say that this practice and problem is not of
India only but of whole of Indian subcontinent. Here in India, the government has banned prenatal sex determination by

WJASR / ISSN 2249-4197

93

the act (1994) 'pre conception and pre-natal diagnostic techniques act 'which bans sex selection before and after conception. This act prevents misuse of pre-natal diagnostic technique. However there are instances of illegal use of this technology and ultra-sonography. Ahuja (1997:244) while examining nature of violence against women considers female foeticide as a social violence. The kind of violence which is inflicted on women is seen in two realms, one is private realm and
another is public realm. This violence against girl child occurs in domestic sphere and extends to public domain.
This crime is committed with a 'nexus'. It is a nexus of family members of a child in the womb and the medical
practitioner, who is a professional. The link and the consent of the natal family and the doctors realize this act. The
professional involvement of the medical practitioners and money spent on by the affluent and educated families on the
selective abortion, raises pertinent and serious questions against education and technology. The education system fails to
transform the value system which upholds patriarchy. It is observed that how we use education system, depends entirely
on our value system and structural system.
Reports suggest that, since these techniques are banned in India, couples with money, take a flight to nearby countries
like Singapore, Malaysia and make use of these technology in determining the sex of the child. It has given boost to new
kind of tourism, which is called 'reproductive tourism'. Such mindset and practice reveal the value which is upheld by the
members of the society. It can be suggested that women security concern and considering son as providence for future and
security, whereas girls getting married and going to other person house are some of the reasons which encourage such
practices. Unless and until education is able to transform the value system of a particular society, this ill practice cannot
be wiped away from society.
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dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k % ,d lkekftd leL;k
ehuk{kh ;kno
MkW- ';kek izlkn eq[kthZ
jkt dh; egkfo|ky;] Hknksgh

MkW- ek;k ;kno
MkW- ';kek izlkn eq[kthZ
jktdh; egkfo|ky;] Hknksgh
lkj&la{ksi

ukjh lEiw.kZ l`f"V dk vkèkkj gS] tks ns'k dh vkfFkZd ,oa lkekftd {ks=k dk izfrfufèkRo djrh gS fdUrq dkiQh yEcs le; ls
mls fofHkUu lkekftd leL;kvksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+ jgk gS ftlesa xHkZ esa fyax dh tkap }kjk dU;k Hkzw.k gR;k ,d ToyUr leL;k
gSA Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk xHkZ esa fyax dh tkap djokuk xSjdkuwuh ?kksf"kr fd;k x;k gS fiQj Hkh bls iw.kZ :i ls lekIr ugha fd;k
tk ldk gS D;ksafd dkuwu esa ifjorZu vo'; gqvk gS fdUrq iq#"koknh lksp esa ifjorZu ugha gqvk gSA efgykvksa ds fgr esa ljdkj
}kjk dbZ dkuwu ,oa uhfr;k¡ cukbZ xbZ± rFkk mUgsa vfèkdkj iznku fd;s x;s gSa fdUrq ek=k uhfr;k¡ cukuk gh dkiQh ugha gS cfYd Hkyh
izdkj mudk fØ;kUo;u gksuk vko';d gSA fL=k;ksa dk Lo;a vius vfèkdkjksa ds izfr lpsr gksuk vko';d gSA mudh f'k{kk dk O;kid
izcUèk gksuk vko';d gS ftlls os vius vfèkdkjksa dks tku lds] bl fn'kk esa LokLF;] lqj{kk ,oa jkstxkj fL=k;ksa dks l'kDr cukus
ds fy, egRoiw.kZ dne gSA

eq[; 'kCn % dU;k Hkwz.kgR;k] /kfeZd ekU;rk;sa] lkekftd psrukA
Hkwfedk
;=k uk;ZLrq iwT;rs] jeUrs r=k nsork%A
(vFkkZr~ tgk¡ fL=k;ksa dh iwtk gksrh gS] ogk¡ nsorkvksa dk okl gksrk gSA)
Hkkjr tSls fodkl'khy ns'k esa lfn;ksa ls L=kh dks fir`lRrk dh vèkhurk Lohdkj djuh iM+ jgh gSA ukjh vius vfèkdkjksa
ds fy, la?k"kZ dj jgh gSA fir`lRrkRed Hkkjrh; lekt esa iq=k dh pkg esa fyax dh tk¡p ds }kjk ;g irk yxk;k tkrk
gS fd Hkzw.k yM+dk gS ;k yM+dhA ;fn Hkzw.k yM+dh gS rks dbZ txg bUgsa xHkZ esa gh lekIr dj fn;k tkrk gSA L=kh dk la?k"kZ
xHkZ ls 'kq# gksdj e`R;q rd pyrk jgrk gSA L=kh tks l`f"V dh tuuh nqxkZ] y{eh ,oa ljLorh ds :i esa iwth tkrh jgh
gSa] ijUrq ekuo :i esa lekt ds dqN Bsdsnkjksa }kjk izrkfM+r dh tkrh jgh gSa vkSj fofHkUu ;krukvksa dks >syus ds fy, ckè;
dh tkrh gSaA L=kh dks larkuksRifRr o oa'ko`f¼ dk lkèku ek=k le>k x;kA ifjokj esa mls fuEu Js.kh dk LFkku fn;k x;k]
ftls fL=k;ksa us lfn;ksa rd Lohdkj Hkh fd;k] ijUrq lekt us mlds bl R;kx dks mldh etcwjh ,oa csclh le>k vkSj
fujUrj iSjksa rys dqpyrs pys x;sA vkSjr ds fy, lekt us ¶ekSupqIih dh laLÑfr¸ x<+h gSA1 ukjh dks ckY;koLFkk esa firk]
;qokoLFkk esa ifr rFkk o`¼koLFkk esa iq=k ds laj{k.k esa jgus ds foèkku dk mYys[k gSA Hkkjrh; lekt esa ukjh dks ifjokj
dh Hkwfedkvksa ds vkèkkj ij igpkuk tkrk gS] tSls iq=kh] oèkq] ekrk] iRuh vkfnA Hkkjrh; ukjh ds vius O;fDrxr fe=k ugha
gksrs gSaA
mlds ifjokj ds ckgj mUgha yksxksa ls lEcUèk gksrs gS tks ifjokj ds vU; lnL; LFkkfir djrs gSaA vxj ukjh Lo;a Lora=k
:i ls fe=k cuk ysrh gS rks mls vusd dfBukbZ;ksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+rk gS o vU; iq#"k ls lEcUèk 'kd dh utj ls
ns[kk tkrk gSA lafoèkku esa ;kSu Hksn vkSj tkfr Hksn lekIr dj fn;k x;k gSA fookg] rykd] ngst] cykRdkj] foèkok iqufoZokg]
lEifRr dk vfèkdkj vkfn dkuwu cuk;s x;s gSa] ijUrq O;ogkj esa ukjh budk ykHk ugha mBk ik jgh gSA lk{kjrk] jkstxkj]
f'k{kk vkSj izf'k{k.k] L=kh e`R;q nj] LokLF; j{kk] fpfdRlk lqfoèkkvksa ds mi;ksx vkfn esa iq#"k dh fLFkfr vPNh gSA iq#"k
izèkku lekt gksus ds dkj.k fL=k;ksa dk fiNM+kiu lekIr ugha gks ik jgk gSA
fyvksu VªkVLdh dk dFku gS fdμ
¶iq#"kksfpr vgaokn dh dksbZ lhek ugha gS] lalkj dks le>us ds fy, bldks ukfj;ksa ds us=kksa ls le>uk gksxkA¸2
ukjh ds vfèkdkjksa ds fy, ukjhokfn;ksa ds }kjk ,d yEck la?k"kZ fd;k x;kA buesa Úkalhlh cqf¼thok fleksu n cqvk
dk uke vfr egRoiw.kZ gSA fleksu dh iqLrd 'The Second Sex' lu~ 1949 esa izdkf'kr gqbZA ewyr% Úkalhlh Hkk"kk esa fyf[kr
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iqLrd dk vaxzsth vuqokn lu~ 1953 esa izdkf'kr gqvkA ;g iqLrd ,sls le; esa izdkf'kr gqbZ tc vUrjkZ"Vªh; Lrj ij efgykvksa
ds eqn~nksa dks ysdj dksbZ [kkl liQyrk feyrh ugha fn[k jgh Fkh] ;|fi ml le; Úkal o ;wjksi ds ns'kksa esa bl iqLrd
dh f[kYyh mM+kbZ x;h] ijUrq vkxs pydj ;gh iqLrd efgyk vkUnksyu ds vxys pj.k dh vkèkkjf'kyk cuhA bl iqLrd
us n'kZu'kkL=k] bfrgkl] euksfoKku vkSj ekuo'kkL=k dk lgkjk ysrs gq, ;g LFkkfir gqvk fd ¶fL=k;ksa dk neu bfrgkl vkSj
laLÑfr dh mit gS vkSj bls izkÑfrd izfØ;k ds }kjk gh le>k tk ldrk gSA¸ fleksu dk dguk Fkk fd ¶vkSjr iSnk
ugha gksrh cfYd cuk nh tkrh gSA¸3
gkfy;k fjyht oSf'od ySafxd vlekurk lwpdkad (thvkbvkb) esa reke ,f'k;kbZ ns'kksa esa fiNM+rs gq, Hkkjr dk 130ok¡
LFkku gSA vke èkkj.kk ds foijhr efgykvksa dh leL;k,sa xjhch ls lEcfUèkr ugha gSA csVs dh [okfg'k fyax fuèkkZj.k VsLV
dh ngyht ij ys tkrh gSA4 Hkkjr ds lafoèkku dk vuqPNsn 14 lHkh iq#"kksa rFkk efgykvksa dks cjkcjh iznku djrk gSA vuqPNsn
15 fyax ds vkèkkj ij HksnHkko ij izfrcaèk yxkrk gSA vuqPNsn 16 jkstxkj ;k fu;qfDr ls lEcfUèkr jkT; ds rgr fdlh
Hkh dk;Z esa lHkh ukxfjdksa dks leku volj iznku djrk gSA5
fo'o esa yM+fd;ksa dk fyaxkuqikr vfèkd gS] fpfdRlk oSKkfudksa dk dguk gS fd lkekU;r% izfr 100 yM+dksa ij 105
yM+fd;k¡ iSnk gksrh gSA yM+fd;ksa ds yM+dksa dh vis{kk ck;ksykWftdyh etcwr gksus ds dkj.k thfor jgus dh {kerk Hkh
vfèkd gksrh gS] blds ckotwn gekjs ns'k esa iq#"kksa dh vis{kk efgykvksa dh la[;k ;k fyaxkuqikr esa yxkrkj fxjkoV ntZ
gks jgh gSA o"kZ 2011 dh tux.kuk ds vuqlkj iq#"kksa dh rqyuk esa efgykvksa dh la[;k dk vuqikr dqN jkT;ksa dks NksM+dj
iwjs ns'k esa ?kVrk tk jgk gSA gekjs ns'k esa vkSlr fyaxkuqikr 1000 iq#"kksa ij 943 efgykvksa dk gS] xzkeh.k {ks=kksa esa fyaxkuqikr
949 rFkk 'kgjh {ks=kksa esa 929 gSa ns'k esa 6 o"kZ rd ds vk;q esa izfr gtkj yM+dks ij yM+fd;ksa dh la[;k ?kVdj 918 jg
xbZ gS] tks fd o"kZ 2001 esa 927 FkhA la;qDr jk"Vª la?k ds vuqlkj izkS|ksfxdh ds u;s vk;keksa vkSj Hkkjrh; lekt esa yM+dksa
ds izfr c<+rh pkgr ls o"kZ 2030 rd ns'k esa efgykvksa ds eqdkcys iq#"kksa dh la[;k 30 xquh vfèkd gks tk;sxhA6
gekjs ns'k esa izfr o"kZ vkSlru 20 yk[k dU;k Hkzw.kksa dks u"V dj fn;k tkrk gSA xHkZikr dks dkuwuh ekU;rk nsus ds mís';
ls o"kZ 1971 esa fpfdRldh; xHkZ lekiu vfèkfu;e ikfjr fd;k x;kA lu~ 1976 esa fpfdRldh; xHkZikr dks oSèkkfud Bgjk;k
x;k] blds ihNs fpfdRldksa dk eq[; mís'; fL=k;ksa dks LokLF; lqj{kk iznku djuk Fkk] ijUrq vkt Hkzw.k ijh{k.k ds ekè;e
ls ckfydk Hkzw.k dk cM+h vklkuh ls irk yxkdj mls vokafNr oLrq dh rjg u"V djus dh f?kukSuh izo`fRr c<+rh tk jgh
gSA o"kZ 1994 esa izlo iwoZ vkèkqfud uSnkfud rduhdksa] [kkldj eknk Hkzw.kksa dh igpku dj mudk xHkZikr djus ds nq#i;ksx
dks lekIr djus ds bjkns ls izlo iwoZ uSnkfud rduhdh vfèkfu;e 1994 (nq#i;ksx fofue; vkSj fuokj.k) laln ds ekulwu
l=k esa ikfjr fd;k x;kA bl vfèkfu;e esa [kkl ifjfLFkfr;ksa esa gh iathÑr laLFkkvksa esa fdlh efgyk ij uSnkfud rduhdh
dk iz;ksx djus dh vuqKk nh xbZ gSA bl dkuwu dk mYya?ku djus ij vkfFkZd n.M nsus dk izkoèkku gSA ysfdu ;g Hkh
lPpkbZ gS fd bl dkuwu ij l[rh ls vey ugha fd;k tk jgk gSA bl leL;k dh tM+ cgqr xgjh gS] vr% ;g vko';d
gks tkrk gS fd bl leL;k ij izgkj pkjksa rjiQ ls fd;k tk, vU;Fkk ifjokj :ih lkekftd O;oLFkk lekIr gks tkus dh
lEHkkouk cuh gh jgsxhA7
iq#"koknh lksp ds ihNs fNih èkkfeZd o ijEijkxr lksp tks efgykvksa dks c<+us ls jksd jgh gS] mls cnyus dh t#jr
gSA èkeZ rFkk ijEijkvksa dh vkWM+ esa efgykvksa ds lkFk gks jgs HksnHkko dks vc tM+ ls [kRe djuk gksxkA ;g ,d lR;
gS fd cgqr lkjh efgyk,sa èkeZ esa vkLFkk j[krh gS vkSj dbZ ,sls jhfr;ksa esa fo'okl djus yxrh gS tks mUgsa csfM+;ksa esa ck¡èk
nsrh gSA8 èkeZ vkSj laLÑfr ds uke ij Hkh efgykvksa dk 'kks"k.k gks jgk gSA ifjokj esa cjkcjh dks vHkh ewyHkwr :i ls Lohdkj
ugha fd;k x;k gSA yM+dk vkSj yM+dh dh f'k{kk] LokLF;] jkstxkj vkSj Hkfo"; ds ckjs esa lksp cnyh t#j gS ij vHkh
Hkh dqN ifjokjksa esa nfd;kuwlh lksp cjdjkj gSA ,slk ugha gS fd dqN Hkh ugha cnyk gS ysfdu ifjorZu dh jÝrkj èkheh
gS] bldh ,d cM+h otg uhfr;ksa dk lgh ls fØ;kUo;u u gksuk gSA izèkkuea=kh ujsUnz eksnh us ;|fi 22 tuojh] 2015 dks
^csVh cpkvks] csVh i<+kvks* vkSj ^lqdU;k le`f¼ ;kstuk* dks izkjEHk fd;k gSA ;g fL=k;ksa ds fy, mBk;k x;k ,d l'kDr
dne gS vkSj bl {ks=k esa dsUnz ljdkj] jkT; ljdkj] laLFkkvksa] fo|ky;ksa us dne mBk;s gS fdUrq Hkkjrh; lekt ds dqN
nfd;kuwlh yksx vkt Hkh efgykvksa dks muds vfèkdkjh nsus dks rS;kj ugha gSaA
¶,d ckyd dh f'k{kk ,d O;fDr dh f'k{kk gksrh gS] fdUrq ,d ckfydk dh f'k{kk ,d iwjs ifjokj dh f'k{kk gksrh
gSA¸
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ekr`Ro ls lEcfUèkr dbZ Ldhesa pykbZ xbZ gSA 'kS{kf.kd laLFkkvksa] ukSdjh] jktuhfrd dsUnzksa esa muds fy, i;kZIr vkj{k.k
dh O;oLFKk dh xbZ gS fdUrq f'k{kk esa deh ds dkj.k bldk iwjk iQk;nk ugha fey ik jgk gSA efgyk dks l'kDr cukus
ds fy, ek=k uhfr;k¡ gh dkiQh ugha gS fir`lRrkRed fopkjèkkjk esa cnyko vko';d gS D;ksafd lksp dks cnyus ls gh L=kh&iq#"k
dh cjkcjh gks ldrh gSA L=kh vkSj iq#"k jFk ds nks ifg;ksa dh rjg gksrs gSa] ftuesa ls fdlh ,d dh fLFkfr esa ifjorZu
gqvk rks vkxs dh xfr fopfyr gks ldrh gSA
L=kh dks vius vfèkdkjksa ds izfr Lo;a vkxs vkuk gksxk] viuk lEeku Lo;a djuk gksxkA tc rd efgykvksa dks vius
iQSlys ysus vkSj mUgsa viuh ftUnxh essa mUgsa ykxw djus dh Lora=krk ugha gksxh rc rd iw.kZ cjkcjh lEHko ugha gSA efgykvksa
dks feys dqN vfèkdkjksa dh otg ls mudh fLFkfr esa dqN lqèkkj vo'; vk;k gSA blesa lcls t#jh lEifRr dk vfèkdkj
gSA lEifRr ds vfèkdkj ls lekt dh ewyHkwr lksp esa ifjorZu gksrk gS D;ksafd tks ewy] iq#"k lRrk dk dsUnz gS oks gS lEifRr
ij iq#"kksa dk fu;a=k.kA thou Hkj efgyk,sa ifjokj dh ftEesnkjh gh fuHkkrh jgrh gS] 'kknh ls igys ekrk&firk vkSj 'kknh
ds ckn ifr ij fuHkZj jgrh gSA9 ?kj dh ijEijkvksa dks fuHkkrs&fuHkkrs mudk thou chr tkrk gS vkSj lEifRr ls lEcfUèkr
fdlh Hkh tkudkjh dks ugha tku ikrh gS tcfd mUgsa ifr ds leku gh #fp ysuh pkfg, rkfd fo"ke ifjfLFkfr esa muds
lkFk dksbZ Ny u gks ldsA
efgyk,¡ vkt jkstxkj ds fy, izR;sd {ks=k esa dne j[k pqdh gS pkgs oks ljdkjh gks ;k xSj ljdkjhA [ksy] jktuhfr] flusek]
lkfgR;] dyk] foKku] rduhfd lHkh esa efgyk,sa vkt lekt dk izfrfufèkRo dj jgh gSa vkSj os viuh ;ksX;rk dk yksgk euok
jgh gSAa efgyk,¡ ;|fi dbZ {ks=kksa esa vkt vkxs vkbZ gSa fdUrq iq#"kksa ds eqdkcys mudh la[;k cgqr de gSA dU;k Hkz.w kgR;k djus
dh ctk; mUgsa Lo;a l{ke cukus dk iz;kl djsAa muds tUe ij ekre dh cktk; [kq'kh fc[ksjuh gksxh D;ksfa d ;fn L=kh ugha
gksxh rks iq#"k dk vfLrRo Hkh vfèkd fnuksa rd ugha jg ldsxkA yM+dh ds tUe ij [kq'kh izdV djus dk ,d mnkgj.k nf{k.kh
jktLFkku dk jktlean ftyk gSA ;gk¡ dk fiiyrjh xk¡o gfj;kyh ls vkPNkfnr gSA ;gk¡ dh xzke iapk;r us yM+fd;ksa dks cpkus
rFkk gfj;kyh c<+kus ds fy, ,d vuks[kk rjhdk fudkyk gSA bl xk¡o esa vxj fdlh ?kj esa yM+dh iSnk gksrh gS rks yksx [kq'kh
izdV djus ds fy, 111 isM+ yxkrs gS ;gh ugha tSl&s tSls dU;k fodkl djrh gS bu isMk+ as ds fodkl dh leqfpr O;oLFkk
djuk gksrk gSA fiNys 6 lky esa ;gk¡ ds yksx djhc <+kbZ yk[k isM+ yxk pqds gS vkSlru gj lky xk¡o esa djhc 60 yM+fd;ksa
dk tUe gksrk gSA ;s ikSèks dbZ ifjokjksa ds vk; ds lzkrs Hkh cus gSA10 foosdkuUn dk dguk gS fdμ
¶lalkj dh lHkh tkfr;k¡ ukfj;ksa dk leqfpr lEeku djds egku gqbZ gS] tks tkfr ukfj;ksa dk lEeku djuk ugha tkurh]
og u rks vrhr esa mUufr dj ldh gS vkSj u vkxs dj ldsxhA¸11
L=kh dks f'kf{kr djuk vko';d gSA vius vfèkdkjksa ds izfr tkx#d djuk vko';d gSA ;g dk;Z f'k{k.k laLFkkvksa
}kjk lEiUu fd;k tkuk pkfg,A vR;kpkj ds fo#¼ vkokt mBkuk fl[kkuk pkfg,A bfrgkl esa jft;k lqYrku igyh efgyk
'kkfldk jgh ftlus jktuhfr esa lgHkkfxrk dh vkSj lnSo ds fy, bfrgkl esa Lo.kZ v{kjksa esa mldk uke vafdr jgsxkA efgykvksa
dks insZ dks gVkdj lkeus vkuk gksxk D;ksafd gkFk iQSykus ls dqN ugha feyrkA mls vkRefuHkZj cukuk gksxk] vkSj iq#"kksa ij
fuHkZjrk lekIr djuh gksxhA L=kh dks cykRdkj] ?kjsyw fgalk] NsM+NkM+] ngst] cky fookg dk fojksèk djuk gksxkA fuHkZ;k dkaM
esa rks iq#"k us viuh nkuoh; izo`fRr dk ifjp; ns fn;kA ,slh u tkus fdruh fuHkZ;k gS ftUgsa iqfyl rd igq¡pus gh ugha
fn;k tkrk gSA dqN ;k rks viuk thou Lo;a lekIr dj ysrh gS ;k tks vkokt mBkrh gS rks mUgsa ekj fn;k tkrk gSA fir`lRrkRed
lksp ij pksV djuk gksxk] ftlls cnyko dh c;kj cg lds] blesa iq#"k dks Hkh vkxs vkuk gksxkA fL=k;ksa dks [kqn ls derj
le>us okys iq#"kksa dh fopkjèkkjk esa ifjorZu vko';d gS D;ksafd ;fn fodkl dh nkSM+ esa vkxs vkuk gS rks L=kh o iq#"k
nksuksa dks lkFk feydj pyuk gksxk] rHkh fodkl rst xfr ls lEHko gksxkA fopkjèkkjk esa cnyko t#jh gS D;ksafd #dk gqvk
ikuh xaèk ekjrk gS] cgrk gqvk ikuh ugha] vr% ifjorZu vko';d gSA ;fn L=kh ugha gksxh rks ek¡] cgu] csVh] cgw ugha gksxh]
rks iq#"k dk Hkh dksbZ vfLrRo ugha gksxkA vkèkh vkcknh dks iwjk gd feyuk pkfg,] blds fy, lHkh dks feydj vkxs
vkuk gksxk] ftlesa efgykvksa dks ?kj dh pgkjnhokjh ls ckgj vkuk gksxk] vius vfèkdkjksa ds fy, Lo;a vkokt mBkuh gksxhA
;fn LoLFk ,oa lqUnj lekt dh izkfIr djuh gS rks L=kh ij iq#"k dk vfèkdkj lekIr dj cjkcjh dk ntkZ izkIr djuk
gksxk] blls jk"Vª fuekZ.k dh izfØ;k vklku gksxhA
¶ukjh ifjokj dh uhao gS] ifjokj leqnk; dh vkSj leqnk; jk"Vª dhA¸
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lUnHkZ %

1-

nSfud tkxj.k] tks'k] 6 ekpZ 2013] èkqaèkyk nh gkFkksa dh ydhjsa] ts-vkj-lh- Vhe] i`"B la[;k&8

2-

Hkkjrh; lkekftd O;oLFkk] ohjsUnz izdk'k 'kekZ] iap'khy izdk'ku] t;iqj

3-

izfr;ksfxrk niZ.k] flrEcj (2006)] fdls dgrs gSa ukjhokn] izks- uUnyky ,oa f'k'kqiky flag rksej] i`"B la[;k&278

4-

nSfud tkxj.k] 24 tuojh 2016] lcyk dk liuk] T;ksRluk >k] i`"B la[;k&13

5-

nSfud tkxj.k] 24 tuojh 2016] lcyk dk liuk] MkW- jatuk dqekjh] i`"B la[;k&13

6-

izfr;ksfxrk niZ.k] vizSy (2016)] vkèkh nqfu;k dk iwjk lp] uhyef.k 'kekZ] i`"B la[;k&99

8-

nSfud tkxj.k] 24 tuojh] 2016] lcyk dk liuk] MkW- jatuk dqekjh] i`"B la[;k&13

9-

nSfud tkxj.k] 24 tuojh] 2016] lcyk dk liuk] e`nqyk V.Mu] i`"B la[;k&13

10- nSfud tkxj.k] 24 tuojh] 2016] lcyk dk liuk] i`"B la[;k&13
11- vkèkqfud Hkkjr dk lkekftd ,oa vkfFkZd bfrgkl] izrki flag] fjlpZ ifCyds'ku] t;iqj
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dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k% leL;k ,oa fuokj.k
MkW- ;ksxsUæ flag
jlk;u foKku foHkkx
ek- dka- jkt- egkfo|ky;]
xkft;kckn
lkj&la{ksi

dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k orZeku le; dh ,d ToyUr leL;k gSA Hkwz.kgR;k ds ihNs lkekftd] vkfFkZd ,oa èkkfeZd o lkekftd ekU;rk,a
vkfn izeq[k dkj.k gSaA orZeku ;qx esa 'kSf{kd izxfr ds lkFk gh fpfdRlk foKku esa uohure VsDuksykWth ds }kjk Hkh bl vijkèk esa
o`f¼ gqbZ gSA bl lkekftd cqjkbZ dks jksdus gsrq ljdkj }kjk dbZ dkuwu Hkh cuk;s x;s gSaA lkekftd&psruk tc rd tkx`r ugha gksxh
rc rd bl cqjkbZ dks nwj djuk vlEHko gSA gekjh lkekftd ,oa èkkfeZd ekU;rkvksa dks Hkh cnyuk vko';d gSA

eq[; 'kCn % dU;k Hkwz.kgR;k] lkekftd&psruk] èkkfeZd ekU;rk,a] vkRefuHkZjrkA
izkjfEHkd dky esa pkgs fir`lÙkkRed lekt jgk gks ;k ekr`lÙkkRed lekt lHkh esa ukjh dks iq#"k ds leku gh vfèkdkj
izkIr FkkA mUgsa] f'k{kk] èkkfeZd] lkekftd] jktuSfrd ,oa lÙkkRed dk;ks± esa iq#"kksa ds leku vfèkdkj izkIr FksA vFkkZr~ izkphu
dky esa ukjh ,oa iq#"k ds vfèkdkjksa esa lerk O;kIr FkhA euqLe`fr esa dgk x;k gS%μ
^;=k uk;ZLrq iwT;Urs] jeUrs r=k nsork%*
vFkkZr~μ^tgk¡ ukjh dh iwtk gksrh gS_ ogk¡ nsork okl fd;k djrs gSaA*
vkt Hkh izkphu Hkkjrh; bfrgkl ds lqvyaÑr iUuksa esa Lo.kk±fdr vikyk] yksik] xkxhZ] eS=ks;h] fo|ksÙkek bR;kfn uke
efgykvksa dh vkn'kkZRed Nfo dks izdkf'kr djrs gSaA
fdUrq dkykUrj esa jktiwrksa] eqlyekuksa ,oa vaxzstksa ds vkxeu us ukjh vfLrRo dks vlqj{kk dh dV?kjs esa yk dj [kM+k
dj fn;k] ftlls ekuo efLr"d esa budh lqj{kk lEcUèkh loky mBus yxsA ifj.kker% budh vfèkdkjksa esa dVkSrh dh xbZ
vkSj buds dk;Z {ks=kksa dks ?kjksa dh pkjfnokjh rd lesV fn;k x;k] ftlls ;s f'k{kk ,oe~ ckÞ; lekt ls nwj gksrh pyh
xb±A vUrr% budh fopkj&èkkjk dqf.Br ,oa ghu Hkkouk ls xzflr gks x;h vkSj bUgs miHkksx] foykflrk vkfn :ih oLrq dk
Lo:i ns fn;k x;k vkSj bUgsa tkSgj ,oa lrh izFkk tSlh ikod ifjfLFkfr;ksa ls etcwju xqtjuk iM+k vkSj bUgsa ekufld o
'kkjhfjd :i ls 'kks"k.k fd;k tkus yxk vkSj lekt esa os';ko`Ùkh] ukjh rLdjh] ngst gR;k] dU;k Hkzw.k gR;k bR;kfn tSlh
t?kU; vijkèkksa us tUe ysdj vkt viuh pje lhek ij igq¡ph gSA ftlds ekuo efLr"d esa buds tUe dks y{eh tUe
ls vi'kxqu :i esa ns[kk tkus yxk vkSj budk thou ifjokj ds fy, gh ugha cfYd Lo;a gsrq Hkh cks>&lk cu x;k gSA
Hkzw.kgR;k orZeku le; esa bl dnj iQSy pqdh gS fd ftlls gekjh fopkjèkkjk vkt Hkh iqf=k;ksa ds ckjs esa lgh ugha
gSA Hkzw.kgR;k ,d ,slk t?kU; vijkèk gSA csVksa dh pkg esa ge Hkzw.kgR;k tSlh cqjkbZ dks c<+kok gh ugha ns jgsa] cfYd ,d
jk"Vªæksg Hkh djrs gSa D;ksafd L=kh&iq#"k leku :i ls jk"Vª dh mUufr esa lgk;d gksrs gSaA blh ds egRo dks ns[krs gq, ekrk
dks ckyd ds fy;s izFke f'kf{kdk ekuk x;k gSA Hkzw.kgR;k ds fy, ge foKku dks fpfdRlk 'kkL=k izxfr dks ftEesnkj Bgjkrs
gSaA tks fd xyr gSA tcfd vYVªklkmaM tSlh rduhdh dk fodkl blfy;s fd;k x;k Fkk fd ;fn isV esa iyus okyk Hkzw.k
fdlh 'kkjhfjd ,oa ekufld chekjh ls xzLr gS rks mls Bhd fd;k tk lds vkSj ;fn ekrk ds thou dks [krjk gks rFkk
mlds iSnk gksus ds ckn mlds thfor jgus dh lEHkkouk cgqr de gks rks mls u"V fd;k tk ldsA ijUrq ekuo us bldk
iz;ksx fyax ijh{k.k esa vfèkd fd;k gSA
fyaxkuqikrμ gekjs ns'k esa 2011 dh tux.kuk ds vuqlkj izfr 1000 iq#"kksa dh rqyuk esa efgykvksa dh la[;k bl izdkj
gSμ
· xksok
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· dukZVd

973

· fgekpy izns'k 972
· mÙkjk[k.M

963

· f=kiqjk

960

· vklke

958

· i- caxky
· gfj;k.kk

950
877

· mÙkj izns'k

912

· fnYyh

868

lHkh izns'kksa esa efgyk izfr'kr ds ekeys esa gfj;k.kk lcls ihNs jgk ;g ,d 'kkspuh; iz'u gSA
gekjs ns'k esa lkekftd] vkfFkZd] èkkfeZd vkfn Hkzw.kgR;k ds izeq[k dkj.k gSA ftlesa lkekftd dkj.k eq[; dkj.k gSA
gekjh Hkkjrh; fopkjèkkjk gS fd csVh ijk;k èku gksrh gSaA gekjh iq#"k izèkku ekufldrk Hkh dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k dks c<+kok nsrh
gSA ysfdu ukjh gh ukjh ds 'k=kq gksrh gSA ;fn ;g irk py tk;s fd cgw ds isV esa dU;k gS rks u dsoy ifjokj ds iq#"kksa
dk cfYd fL=k;ksa dk Hkh ukd&eq¡g fldqM+ tkrk gS vkSj cgw ij xHkZikr djkus ds fy;s ncko Mkyk tkrk gSA
Hkzw.kgR;k ds vkfFkZd dkj.kksa esa gekjs ;gk¡ tula[;k dk ,d cgqr cM+k Hkkx xjhch js[kk ls uhps fuokl djrk gSA ftlds
dkj.k yksxksa dh ;g lksp gksrh gS fd csVk iSnk gksxk rks og cM+k gksdj ifjokj dh vkfFkZd fLFkfr esa gkFk cVk;sxk vkSj
vxj csVh iSnk gksxh rks mldh 'kknh djus esa èku vfèkd [kpZ djuk gksxkA mPp o eè;e oxZ ds yksx tks vkfFkZd fLFkfr
esa lEiUu gS os Hkh csVh iSnk gksus ij [kq'k ugha gksrs D;ksafd os csfV;ksa dks nq%[kksa dk igkM+ le>rs gSaA rFkk tUe ls ysdj
fookg rd budk lja{k.k djuk ,d cks> le>rs gSaA rFkk fookg ds ckn Hkh cgqr mÙkjnkf;Ro fuHkkus iM+rs gSaA bl iq#"k
izèkku lekt esa iq=k dks vfèkd lEeku nsrs gSaA ftlls iq=k gh oa'k dks vkxs c<+krk gSA firk dh e`R;q gks tkus ij firk
dks eq[kkfXu iq=k gh nsrk gS vkSj lHkh deZ lEeiUu djsxkA èkkfeZd dkj.kksa esa ckyd dks ckfydk ls Js"B ekuk tkrk gSA
ysfdu èkeZ ;g dHkh ugha dgrk gS fd iqf=k;ksa dh gR;k dj nh tk;sA
ge yksx bl ckr ij fopkj D;ksa ugha djrs fd ;fn iqf=k;ksa dk tUe jksdk tk;] rks HkkbZ ds gkFkksa esa jk[kh dkSu ckaèksxk]
csVs ds fy, cgw dgk¡ ls vk;sxh] vxyh ih<+h ds fy, ek¡ dh dks[k dkSu miyCèk djk;sxkA tcfd lc ;g tkurs gSa fd
csVh ls gh l`f"V dh mRifÙk gSA ;fn Hkzw.kgR;k dks jksd dj bl vlarqyu dks larqyu esa ugha yk;k x;k rks iwjs ns'k dks
ogh fLFkfr gksxh] tks vkt dqN jkT;ksa esa gSA ¶o"kZ 2001 ls vc rd ik¡p feyh;u de yM+fd;ksa dk tUe gqvkA egt
tkx#drk dh deh ds pyrs yM+fd;ksa dks tUe ysus ls igys gh ekj fn;k tk jgk gSA fygktk Hkkjr dk fyax vuqikr
?kV dj 933 ij vk x;k gSA¸
Hkkjr esa Hkzw.kgR;k ds ekeyksa esa foKku dks nks"kh Bgjk;k tkrk gSA ;g lR; gS fd Hkzw.kgR;k dks foKku ds iz;ksxksa }kjk
c<+kok fn;k gSA ysfdu rduhdh dk mi;ksx ekuo ij fuHkZj djrk gSA foKku dk ;fn lgh fn'kk esa iz;ksx fd;k tk;s rks
og fodkl djrk gS rFkk ;fn mldk xyr fn'kk esa iz;ksx fd;k tk;s rks fouk'k dj nsrk gSA fpfdRldksa dks rduhdh
foKku dk ldkjkRed mi;ksx ekuo lekt ij djuk pkfg,A fyax ijh{k.k tk¡p djuk xSj dkuwuh vijkèk gSA ljdkj blds
izfr dBksj fu;e ykxw djsaA ftlls Hkzw.kgR;k tSls v?kU; vijkèk dks jksdk tk;A Hkkjr esa lsDl fMVjfeus'ku rdjhdh dk
igyh ckj bLrseky 1975 ds vklikl 'kq# gqvk FkkA bldk mn~ns'; tsusfVd ,cukWjfefyVh dk irk yxkuk Fkk ysfdu bldk
mi;ksx ,d ?k`f.kr mn~ns'; fyax dks tk¡p djuk gks x;kA
Hkkjr ljdkj us Hkzw.k gR;k tSlh lkekftd cqjkbZ dks jksdus ds fy, nks dkuwu cuk;s gSaAμ
1- n izhusVsy Mk;xusfLVd VsDuhd (jsxqys'ku ,.M fizos'kau vkWiQ fel;wt ,DV) 1994A
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2- dkuwu esfMdy VfeZus'ku vkWiQ izhxusalh ,DV 1971A
bu dkuwu O;oLFkk ds rgr ik¡p ifjfLFkfr;ksa esa xHkZikr djk;k tk ldrk gSμ
1- cPps ds iSnk gkus ls ek¡ ds 'kkjhfjd ;k ekufld LokLF; dks [krjk gksA
2- iSnk gksus okys cPps dks xaHkhj 'kkjhfjd ;k ekufld fodykaxrk gks [krjk gksA
3- cykRdkj ds dkj.k ls xHkZ èkkj.k gksA
4- ek¡ dh lkekftd] vkfFkZd fLFkfr ,slh ugha gks fd og vius cPps dk ykyu&ikyu dj ldsA
5- ifjokj fu;kstu ds lkèkuksa dh [kjkch ds dkj.k xHkZ Bgj x;k gksA
fu"d"kZμvr% fu"d"kZ esa dgk tk ldrk gS fd ljdkj us Hkzw.k gR;k tSlh lkekft cqjkbZ dks jksdus ds fy, dkuwu cuk;s]
ftlls ckfydkvksa ds tUe ds fy, izksRlkfgr fd;k tk,A L=kh vkSj iq#"k esa Hksn&Hkko dks lekIr fd;k tk,A Hkkjrh; lafoèkku
jkT; ds uhfr funs'kd rRo esa èkkjk 39(3) ?k esa iq#"kksa vkSj fL=k;ksa nksuksa dks leku dk;Z ds fy, leku osru dk vfèkdkj
gSaA lHkh oxks± ds yksxksa dkss Hkzw.kgR;k ls mRiUu leL;k ij fopkj djds bls vius&vius Lrj ls nwj djus dk iz;kl djuk
gksxkA buls futkr ikus ds fy, buesa tkx#drk iSnk djuk igyk mn~ns'; gksuk pkfg, ukjh&fgalk dk eq[; dkj.k lkekftd
fopkj dk :f<+oknh dqf.Br gksuk gS ftldk eq[; dkj.k vf'k{kk gS ftls nwj djus ds fy, ljdkj vkj{k.k uhfr ds lkFk
dU;k fo|k èku] LdkWyjf'ki bR;kfn tSlh ;kstuk;sa pyk jgh gSA ftldk lq[kn ifj.kke rks izkIr gks jgk gS fdUrq vfrljkguh;
ugha gS blfy, vkt Hkh f'k{kk ds ,d ,slh Lo:i dh ekax gS ftlls lekt esa O;kIr :f<+okfnrk [kRe dj tkx#drk
iSnk dh tk ldsA Ldwy ,oa ?kj ds chp dh nwjh [kRe gks lds] vkRefuHkZjrk ,oa Lokoyach cuk;k tk lds vkSj f'k{kk
,d lq[kn ifj.kke lacafèkr rFkk O;olk;ijd rFkk ,d lH; lekt fuekZ.kd gksuk pkfg,A lekt esa O;kIr ukjh&fgalk dks
[kRe dj ,d etcwr jk"Vª ,oa lH; lekt ds fuekZ.k dk LoIu dks lkdkj :i fn;k tk lds rHkh Hkzw.kgR;k] tSlk Hk;kud
jksx lekIr gksxkA
lUnHkZ %

1- xqIrk ,oa 'kekZ% lekt 'kkL=kh; fucUèk ,oa ekSf[kdh lkfgR;] lkfgR; Hkou ifCyds'kUl vkxjk & 2004] i`"B la[;k 170A
2- xqIrk ,oa 'kekZ% lekt 'kkL=k izfr;ksfxrk lkfgR; lhfjt& 2006] i`"B la[;k 345A
3- ,l-ds-vks>k% tula[;k ,oa uxjhdj.k] ijh{kk ok.kh& 2011] ckSf¼d izdk'ku dh vfHkuo izLrqfr] bykgkckn] i`"B la[;k 9A
4- Hkkjrh; jktO;oLFkk] ?kVuk pØ i`"B la[;k 30A
5- nSfud tkxj.k] 11 tqykbZ 2011] i`"B la[;k 11A
6- jke vkgwtk% lkekftd leL;k,¡] jkor ifCyds'kUl] i`"B la[;k 239A
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dU;k Hkwz.kgR;k % Hkkjrh; lekt dh dyad dFkk
MkW- ckWch ;kno
vfl- izksiQslj
ek- dka- jktdh; egkfo|ky;]
xkft;kckn
lkj&la{ksi

dU;k Hkwz.kgR;k L=kh ds izfr mlds tUe ysus ls igys gh fir`lÙkkRed lekt }kjk fd;k x;k dqfVy ÑR; gSA ;g iq#"koknh
ekufldrk }kjk L=kh ds izfr fd;k tkus okyk lokZf/d vekuoh;] 'kkspuh; vkSj ?k`f.kr 'kks"k.k gS] ftlesa ,d vtUeh ckfydk dks
dks[k esa gh ekj fn;k tkrk gS] ftldk dlwj dsoy bruk gS fd og ,d dU;k gSA ml ckfydk dks mlds iSnk gksus ls igys gh
mlds gksus okys lekt dh fuÑ"Vre~ lksp dk lkeuk djuk iM+rk gS] vkSj og Hkh viuh tku ns djA gekjs ns'k esa ;g dqÑR;
lfn;ksa ls fd;k tk jgk gS tgk¡ bl dyad dFkk dh yEch ijEijk gS tks caxky ls ysdj jktLFkku rd foLr`r gSA bu vtUeh
ckfydkvksa dh vulquh ph[k xaxk dh ygjksa ls ysdj Fkkj ds j.k esa [kks pqdh gS] ftudk lcls cM+k vijk/h oSf'od oSKkfud
izxfr gSA

eq[; 'kCn % lkearh ekufldrk] ukjhokn] fir` lÙkk] ekr` lÙkk] L=kh vf/dkjA
Hkkjr ,d fodkl'khy ns'k gS] vkSj fo'o ds vU; r`rh; nqfu;k ds ns'kksa dh rjg ;gk¡ Hkh efgykvksa dh 'kkspuh; n'kk
gSA u dsoy nf{k.k ,f'k;k vfirq mÙkjh vÚhdk] if'pe ,f'k;k ds lkFk&lkFk reke ,f'k;kbZ lektksa esa efgykvksa dh fLFkfr
oLrqr% nks;e ntsZ dh gh gSA ;|fi Hkkjr esa] gekjs izkphu xazFkksa dh dfri; mfDr;ksa tSls%μ
¶;=k uk;ZLrq iwT;rs] jeUrs r=k nsork%¸ ¶dr fofèk l`th ukjh tx ekfga¸ vkfn dk ckj&ckj okpu dj vkSj dfri;
fonqf"k;ksa dk ukeksYys[k dj (tSlsμ yksik] vikyk] xkxhZ] eS=ks;h] fo|ksrek vkfn) ukjh ds izfr foxr esa fd, x, lEeku
dh bfrJh dj yh tkrh gS vkSj orZeku esa iq#"k lÙkk }kjk mlds fd, tk jgs 'kks"k.k dh dq.Bk ls eqfDr dk ekxZ fudky
fy;k tkrk gSA
L=kh&'kks"k.k Hkkjrh lekt dh fpjdkfyd leL;k gS] cfYd L=kh gh D;k] gekjs lekt dh vfèkdka'k tula[;k dks rks
dy rd fy[kus&i<+us] fopkj djus] mBus&cSBus rd dk vfèkdkj gh lqyHk ugha Fkk] fiQj L=kh dh rks fclkr gh D;k gSA
dqN izkphu xzaFkksa dh djksM+ks mfDr;ksa esa ls ukjh ds lEeku esa nks&pkj mfDr fudky ysus ls vkSj gekjs ik¡p gtkj o"kks±
ds bfrgkl esa ls ik¡p&lkr fonqf"k;ksa dk ukeksYys[k dj nsus ls L=kh dks cjkcjh dk lEeku ugha fey tkrk vfirq ;g rks
Hkkjrh; fir`lÙkk dh ml gsdM+h dks gh iznf'kZr djrk gS tks ekjrk Hkh gS vkSj fiQj jksus Hkh ugha nsrkA ;gh oLrqr% vkt
Hkkjrh; lekt esa gks jgk gSA
ge Hkkjrh; lekt dh fo"kerkvksa ij blfy, fopkj dj jgs gSa D;ksafd ;gh vlekurk,¡ gh dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k dh tM+
gSA gekjs ns'k ds os fgLls tgk¡ lkearokn] [kki&okn] fir` lÙkk vius fud"k ij gS ogha dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k lokZfèkd gSA ns'k
ds nf{k.kh jkT;ksa] mÙkj&iwohZ jkT;ksa esa tgk¡ lkekU;r% L=kh dh fLFkfr vfèkd 'kkspuh; ugha gS] ogha ;g leL;k ugha gSA
ns'k dh xk;&iV~Vh (Cow-belt) esa ;g Li"Vr% ifjyf{kr gksrh gS vkSj ;gk¡ ij Hkh iatkc] jktLFkku] gfj;k.kk] if'peh
mÙkj izns'k vkfn {ks=kksa esa dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k dh leL;k vfèkd fodV gSA ;gk¡ ;g Hkh mYys[kuh; gS fd bu {ks=kksa esa iq#"k&lÙkkokn
ns'k ds vU; fgLlksa ds eqdkcys esa vfèkd gS] lkFk gh fL=k;ksa ds izfr vU; vijkèkksa] ;Fkk ngst&gR;k] 'kkjhfjd mRihM+u]
ngst&mRihM+u] yM+fd;ksa ds lkFk NsM+&NkM+ mu ij [kki iapk;rksa }kjk yxkbZ tkus okyh ikcafn;ksa tSls thal iguus] VkWi iguus]
eksckby dk mi;ksx djus ij ikcanh vkfn yxkbZ tkrh gSA bu {ks=kksa esa foèkk;dksa dh iqf=k;k¡ Hkh ngst&gR;k dk f'kdkj curh
gSa vkSj vusd Hkkjrh; iz'kklfud lsok dh vfèkdkfj;ksa dks Hkh NsM+&[kkuh ls #&c&# gksuk iM+rk gSA
vr% blds lkekftd] vkfFkZd dkj.kksa dh iM+rky djus ds lkFk&lkFk] gesa ;gk¡ ds iq#"kksa dh ekufld fLFkfr dh Hkh
iM+rky djus dh vko';drk gSA Hkkjrh; lekt dh lkearh lksp iq#"k dks lokZfèkdkjoknh ?kksf"kr djrh gS vkSj ns'k dk
xjhc ls xjhc etnwj] ftldk 'kks"k.k mlds lekt dk yxHkx izR;sd O;fDr djrk gS] 'kjkc ihdj viuh iRuh dks ihVuk
U;k;ksfpr Bgjkrk gSA vkSj rks vkSj mlds lekt ds yksxksa] ukrs&fj'rsnkjksa] fe=kksa vkfn dks Hkh ;g lkekU; yxrk gS vkSj dfri;
yksx rks bls mldk tUefl¼ vfèkdkj Hkh ekurs gSaA ftl izdkj gekjs ns'k esa vius cPpksa dks ekjuk&ihVuk yxHkx izR;sd
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O;fDr U;k;ksfpr ekkurk gS] vkSj blesa mls dgha Hkh ckyd dk ekuokfèkdkj&guu ugha fn[kkbZ nsrk] mlh izdkj izR;sd Hkkjrh;
iq#"k dks ,slk djus esa L=kh ds ekuokfèkdkjksa ds guu dh dksbZ fpark ugha gksrhA
vr% L=kh ds izfr ;g n`f"Vdks.k gekjs lekt ds iq#"kksa dh ekufld foÑfr vkSj mlds nw"k.k ds dkj.k gSA lkFk gh
;g dkiQh gn rd Hkkjrh; L=kh dh lgu'khyrk ds dkj.k Hkh gS D;ksafd geus L=kh dks cuk fn;k gS%μ
¶ukjh rq e ds o y J¼k gks ] fo'okl jtr¸--¶vcyk thou gk;! rq E gkjh ;gh dgkuh¸--;g Hkkjrh; iq#"k ds fy, ykHknk;d gh gS fd L=kh dks vkn'kZ ds mPpre Lrjksa rd igq¡pk dj yVdk nks vFkok lkekU;
Hkk"kk esa dgk tk, rks L=kh dks pus ds igkM+ ij p<+k nks vkSj ogk¡ ls uhps èkDdk ekj nksA Hkkjrh; lekt esa ;gh gks jgk
gS vkSj Hkkjrh; fL=k;k¡ bls pqipki Lohdkj dj lgu djrh tk jgh gSaA
gekjs ns'k esa ;wjksi ds L=kh&oknh] ukjh&oknh vkanksyu dh èked de gh lqukbZ nsrh gS D;ksafd ;gk¡ ds iq#"kksa us L=kh
ds fopkjksa dks iw.kZr% vius vuqdwy dj fy;k gS] vkSj og Hkh mlh dh ckrksa dh gk¡ esa gk¡ feykrh tk jgh gSA vr% vko';drk
gS fd Hkkjrh; fL=k;k¡ vius vfèkdkj ds izfr tkx#d gksa vkSj vius 'kks"k.k ds izfr lrdZ gksa rHkh L=kh ds lkFk gksus okys
leLr vR;kpkjksa dk fuokj.k laHko gSA
dU;k Hkz.w kgR;k gekjs ns'k dh iqjkru dyad dFkk gSA tc Hkz.w k esa ns[kus ds oSKkfud lkèku ugha gksrs Fks rks mUgsa tUe ysrs
gh ;k rks xyk ?kksVa fn;k tkrk Fkk ;k fiQj ftank niQuk fn;k tkrk FkkA caxky esa mls xaxk unh esa cgk fn;k tkrk FkkA
vr% gesa bl leL;k dh mFkyh lkekftd&vkfFkZd iM+rky djus dh ctk;] xgjkbZ esa tkuk pkfg, rkfd vlyh leL;k
dk irk yxk;k tk lds vkSj rHkh ge blds fuokj.k dh vksj vxzlj gks ik,axsA ;fn gesa fdlh leL;k dk ewy dkj.k
gh u irk gks] rks ge mldk fuokj.k Hkh ugha dj ik,axsA
bl lc ds ihNs reke foèkku vkfFkZd dkj.kksa] xjhch vkfn dks crkrs gSa ijarq uohure Hkkjrh; tula[;k ds vk¡dM+ksa
ij utj Mkysaxs rks irk pysxk fd og leqnk; ;k {ks=k fo'ks"k tgk¡ ds yksxksa dh vkfFkZd fLFkfr csgrj gS vkSj f'k{kk Hkh
i;kZIr gS ogk¡ ;g vfèkd ns[kus esa vkbZ gSA vr% blds ewy esa ^ngst&izFkk* gSA ftl dkj.k yksx dU;k dks mlds Hkzw.k
esa gh ejok nsrs gSa rkfd mlds O;Ld gksus ij viuh cjlksa dh iw¡th ngst ds #i esa oj&i{k dks u nsuh iM+s vr% ;g
leL;k ewyr% ,d ekufld leL;k gS] nksuksa i{kksa ds fy,A tgk¡ dU;k ds firk dks mls vPNh rjg i<+k&fy[kk dj] Lokoyach
cukus dh vksj vxzlj gksuk pkfg, rkfd mlds fookg esa ngst dh leL;k mRiUu gh u gks ogha oj i{k dks viuh ekufldrk
cnyus ij è;ku nsuk pkfg,A
Hkkjrh; tux.kuk ds vkadM+ksa ds vuqlkj 'kgjksa esa yM+dksa dh la[;k yM+fd;ksa dh vis{kk vfèkd gSA lkFk gh ;g fcuk
fdlh èkkfeZd foHksn ds gSA
izfl¼ fo}ku v;RÕkZ lsu us ;wjksi] la- jkT; vesfjdk vkSj ,f'k;k ds tUe fyaxkuqikrksa ij fopkj fd;k vkSj ik;k fd
iwohZ ,f'k;k] if'peh ,f'k;k vkSj nf{k.k ,f'k;k esa mPp fyaxkuqikr dk dkj.k efgykvksa dh mPp e`R;q nj gSA mudk rdZ
gS fd ;fn fL=k;ksa dks Hkh iq#"k ds gh leku csgrj Hkkstu vkSj fpfdRlk lqfoèkk,a eqgS;k gks rks mlds vfèkd thfor jgus
ds vklkj gSa D;ksafd fL=k;ksa dh mÙkj thfork nj iq#"kksa dh vis{kk mPp gS] vkSj bldk dkj.k gS iq#"k dk vuqokaf'kd #i
ls vfLFkj fyax gksukA mudk ekuuk gS fd n'kdksa ls mPp tUe nj gksus ds dkj.k] ,f'k;k esa 11» efgykvksa dh deh
gS vFkkZr~ Hkkjr lfgr ,f'k;k] mÙkjh vÚhdk dh 3 vjc tula[;k esa ls 10 djksM+ efgyk,a xk;c gSaA
dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k dh orZeku leL;k ds fodjky gksus ds ewy esa ^vYVªklkmaM rduhd* dk vkxeu gSA Hkkjr vkSj phu
esa ;g 1979 esa vkbZ ijarq vkjaHk esa bldk izlkj èkhek FkkA 1990 ds n'kd esa Hkwe.Myhdj.k] oS'ohdj.k ds nkSj esa ;g
Hkkjrh; 'kgjksa esa dkiQh foLrkfjr gksus yxh vkSj orZeku lnh ds vkjaHk esa rks blus fodjky #i èkkj.k dj fy;k vkSj dU;kvksa
dh la[;k cn ls cnrj gksus yxhA bl leL;k ls futkr ikus ds fy, Hkkjr ljdkj us ih-,u-Mh-Vh vfèkfu;e] 1994 ikfjr
fd;k ftldk la'kksèku 2004 esa fd;k x;kA bldk mn~ns'; izlo&iwoZ fyax ijh{k.k vkSj dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k ij jksd yxkuk gSA
;|fi bl vfèkfu;e ls lhfer ifj.kke miyCèk gq, gSa rFkkfi ;g Hkh mruk jksd ugha yxk ikbZ ftruk vk'kk dh xbZ FkhA
rFkkfi uohure vk¡dM+ksa ij utj Mkyus ij irk pysxk fd fofHkUu jkT; ljdkjksa dh fofoèk ;kstukvksa tSls ^ykM+yh*] csVh
cpkvks csVh i<+kvks bR;kfn ds dkj.k] blesa dqN lqèkkj gq, gSaA gfj;k.kk esa Hkh ljdkj dh l[rh rFkk fofHkUu foHkkxksa dh
lfØ;rk ds dkj.k FkksM+h cgqr liQyrk izkIr gqbZ gSA rFkkfi vHkh cgqr dqN fd;k tkuk 'ks"k gSA
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cgjgky] oSKkfud bl ckr dk vkadyu djus esa yxs gSa fd dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k ds dkj.k Hkkjr dks foxr o"kks± esa fdruh
gkfu gqbZ gS 'kksèkkfFkZ;ksa ds ,d lewg ds vuqlkj lu~ 1990 ls vc rd yxHkx ,d djksM+ dU;k Hkzw.kksa dks Hkkjr esa voSèk
#i ls fxjk;k x;k gSA izfro"kZ gesa yxHkx 5 yk[k dU;kvksa dks [kksuk iM+ jgk gSA
o"kZ 2011 ds tula[;k vk¡dM+ksa ds vuqlkj 0&1 o"kZ dh vk;q ds ckyd vkSj ckfydkvksa dh rqyuk djus ij izfr 100
dU;kvksa ij ckydksa dh nj fuEukuqlkj gS%μ
jkT;@ la- 'kk- {ks=k
fyaxkuqikr (0&1 o"kZ) (100 ckfydkvksa ij ckyd o"kZ 2011)
Hkkjr
109-9
tEew vkSj d'ehj
128-4
gfj;k.kk
119-7
iatkc
117-6
mÙkjk[k.M
114-2
fnYyh
114-2
egkjk"Vª
114-1
y{k}hi
114-0
jktLFkku
113-7
xqtjkr
113-2
mÙkj izns'k
111-4
fcgkj
110-3
eè; izns'k
108-3
>kj[k.M
107-5
vkaèkz izns'k
106-5
rfeyukMw
106-5
i- caxky
105-0
es?kky;
103-5
dsjy
102-2
bl izdkj mi;qZDr vk¡dM+ksa dks ns[kdj le>k tk ldrk gS fd ns'k ds mÙkjh jkT;ksa esa dU;kvksa dh fLFkfr vc Hkh
n;uh; cuh gqbZ gS vkSj nf{k.kh rFkk mÙkjh iwohZ vkSj iwohZ jkT;ksa dh fLFkfr vis{kkÑr csgrj gSA
varr% ge dg ldrs gS fd bl leL;k dk iw.kZr% funku djus ds fy, dsfUæ; vkSj jkT; ljdkjksa rFkk xSj&ljdkjh
laxBuksa dks fey tqy dj bl fn'kk esa dk;Z djuk gksxkA bl lacaèk esa cuk, x, fu;eksa ds l[rh ls vuqikyu ds lkFk&lkFk
yksxksa dh ekufldrk esa ifjorZu djus dh Hkh vko';drk gSA lkFk gh ngst&gR;k] ukjh&mRihM+u vkfn ekeyksa ij l[rh
ls dkjZokbZ dj ,slk djus okys yksxksa ds eu esa Mj fcBkuk gksxk rkfd ns'k ls bl izdkj dh dqizFkkvksa dk fuokj.k fd;k
tk lds vkSj ge dsoy 'kkfCnd #i esa ^;=k uk;ZLrq iwT;rs* u dgsa vfirq vius ÑR;ksa ls bls lkdkj dj ldsaA
lanHkZ %
1- ^2011 dh tux.kuk ds vkadM+s*
2- ^izeq[k vkadM+s] 2001 tux.kuk*
3- veR;Z lsu

4- fnYyh ykM+yh ;kstuk 2008
5- PNDT Act, 1994
6- fleksu n cqvk
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μ
μ
μ

tux.kuk] C;wjks] Hkkjr ljdkj (2013)
tux.kuk C;wjks] Hkkjr ljdkj
"More than 100 million women are missing",
New York review of book, 20 fnlEcj 1990] i`"B61&66

μ

fnYyh ljdkj] HkkjrA

μ

'The Second Sex'

WJASR / ISSN 2249-4197

dU;k Hkwz.kgR;k % vkfFkZd voyksdu ,oa n`f"V dks.k
fo'kky dqekj
okf.kT; foHkkx
ek- dka- jktdh; egkfo|ky;
xkft;kckn
lkj&la{ksi
vkfFkZd rFkk lqj{kkRed dkj.kksa ls Hkkjr esa yM+fd;ksa dks tUers gh eku nsus dh ijEijk;sa cyrh vk jgh gSA y{.kksa ds
vk/kj ij xHkZ esa f'k'kq dks fyax dk [kqyklk djus okyh nokbZ;ksa ds dkj.k vlqjf{kr xHkZikr }kjk yM+fd;ksa dks xHkZ esa gh ekj Mkyus
dh ?kVuk;sa Hkh pyu esa FkhaA 1972 esa Hkkjr ljdkj us vLoLFk rFkk vokafNr xHkZ ls eqDr ikus esa mn~ns'; ls xHkZikr dks dkuwuh ekU;rk
iznku dj nhA mEehn rks Fkh dh bl dkuwu esa mi;ksx ls ,sls cPpksa dks tUe ysus ls jksd fy;k tk;sxk tks lekt ekrk firk rFkk vius
vki ij cks> cu tkrs gSa ijUrq fpfdRlk txr ls tqM+s yksxksa rFkk ekrk firk vkfn us bldk mi;ksx yM+fd;ksa muds tUe ysus dk ge
Nhuus rFkk fL=k;ksa ls yM+fd;ksa dks tUe nsus dk ge Nhuus ds fy, djuk 'kq# dj fn;kA ftlls fiNys rhu n'kdksa esa djksM+ksa yM+fd;ksa
ls xHkZikr djkdj xHkZ esa gh ekj Mkyk x;kA ljdkj }kjk Hkzw.k ds fyaxijh{k.k ij dkuwuh izfrca/ yxk, tkus ds ckotwn Hkwz.k ds fyax
ijh{k.k o dU;k Hkwz.k ds xHkZikr dk nkSj tkjh gSA

eq[; 'kCn % vkfFkZd] vkRe fuHkZjrk] LorU=krk] 'kks"k.kA
L=kh ij ekuo lH;rk dks fn'kk nsus dk nkf;Ro gS] vui<+] v/dpjh] vlHk; nch&fiph 'kksf"kr vkSj dqafBrL=kh ls D;k
,slh mEehn dh tk ldrh gSA fd og ekuo lH;rk dks lgh fn'kk esa vkxs ys tk;sxhA mEehn Fkh fd 21oha 'krkCnh rd igq¡prs&igq¡prs
ge viuh Hwky dks le> ysaxsA vkSj viuh n`f"V dh ladh.kZrk ls eqfDr ikdj bls O;kid cukus dk iz;kl djsaxsA ijUrq geus
fL=k;ksa ds lkFk U;k; djuk rks nwj ge muds vfLrRo dks feVkus dh lkft'k djus yxsaA
vkfFkZd rFkk lqj{kkRed dkj.kksa ls Hkkjr esa yM+fd;ksa dks tUers gh ekj nsus dh ijEijk pyrh vk jgh gSA y{.kksa ds
vk/kj ij xHkZ esa f'k'kq dks fyax dk [kqyklk djus okyh nokbZ;ksa ds dkj.k vlqjf{kr xHkZikr }kjk yM+fd;ksa dks xHkZ esa gh ekj
Mkyus dh ?kVuk;sa Hkh pyu esa FkhaA 1972 esa Hkkjr ljdkj us vLoLFk rFkk vokafNr xHkZ ls eqDr ikus esa mn~ns'; ls xHkZikr
dks dkuwuh ekU;rk iznku dj nhA mEehn rks Fkh dh bl dkuwu esa mi;ksx ls ,sls cPpksa dks tUe ysus ls jksd fy;k tk;sxk tks
lekt ekrk firk rFkk vius vki ij cks> cu tkrs gSa ijUrq fpfdRlk txr ls tqM+s yksxksa rFkk ekrk firk vkfn us bldk mi;ksx
yM+fd;ksa muds tUe ysus dk ge Nhuus rFkk fL=k;ksa ls yM+fd;ksa dks tUe nsus dk ge Nhuus ds fy, djuk 'kq# dj fn;kA ftlls
fiNys rhu n'kdksa esa djksM+ksa yM+fd;ksa ls xHkZikr djkdj xHkZ esa gh ekj Mkyk x;kA ljdkj }kjk Hkzw.k ds fyax ijh{k.k ij dkuwuh
izfrca/ yxk, tkus ds ckotwn Hkwz.k ds fyax ijh{k.k o dU;k Hkwz.k ds xHkZikr dk nkSj tkjh gSA
^^ge ijnslh] , Hkb;k] eksVkfj;k ds vklA**

(cgu HkkbZ ls dgrh gSμHkbZ;k ge rks ijns'kh gSa gesa rks ijk;s ?kj tkuk gS gesa rks ,d NksVh lh iksVyh dh vk'kk gS] tks
rqe gksxsa)
μ(Hkkstiqjh yksdxhr)
vFkZ thou dk lcls vf/d egRoiw.kZ igyw gSA vFkZ ds fcuk rks thou gh viuk vFkZ [kks nsrk gSA vkfFkZd lqj{kk ds fcuk
thou dh dYiuk Hkh ugha dh tk ldrhA
fo'o esa 21oha lnh esas Hkh 75 izfr'kr ls T;knk fL=k;ka viuh vkfFkZd vko';drkvksa ds fy, iwjh rjg iq#"kksa ij fuHkZj gSA
vFkkZsiktZu ,oa /u laxzg iq#"kksa dk ih<+h nj ih<+h vuqHko gSA esgur djds iSlk dSls dek;k tk,] vkfFkZd izfr;ksfxrkvksa esa vkxs
c<+dj liQyrk dSls gkfly dh tk,] vius vkfFkZd izfrcaf};kas dks fdl rjg ekr nh tk, vkSj rqyukRed :i esa nwljs ls dSls
vkxs c<+k tk, ,slh dyk iq#"kksa dh jx&jx esa ekStwn gSA
fL=k;ksa dh vkfFkZd Lora=krk dk nkSj nsj ls 'kq: gqvk gSA blfy, muds vuqHko vHkh mrus ugha rjk'ks tk lds gSaA orZeku
;qx esa fL=k;k¡ rsth ls vkfFkZd vkRefuHkZjrk gkfly dj jgh gSA ik'pkR; ns'kksa esa fL=k;ksa us vkfFkZd Lora=krk izkIr djus ds fy,
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okdk;nk vkanksyu fd;s gS vkSj liQy jgha gSaA ;gh dkj.k gS fd bu ns'kksa esa fL=k;ksa us vFkZ dh pkch iq#"kksa ds gkFkksa ls Nhuh
gS vkSj os viuh x`gLFkh ds lkjs nkf;Ro dk fuokZg djus esa l{ke gSaA
,slh fLFkfr esa iwjc dh fL=k;ka D;k lh[k ys\a D;k os mUgha ds jkLrs ij pyh tk,a ;k fiQj vius thou&ewY; Lo;a x<+]as viuh
thou i¼fr Lo;a fu/kZfjr djs\a ;g iz'u v/j esa >wy jgk gSA if'pe dh fL=k;ksa dh ped&ned iwjc dh fL=k;ksa ds iSj mudh
tehuksa ls m[kkM+ jgh gS vkSj viuh ubZ tehu os rS;kj ugha dj ik jgh gSAa blls ,d vthc lh fLFkfr iSnk gks xbZ gSA
gekjs ns'k dh L=kh ds eu esa ;g Hk; cSBk gqvk gS fd vkfFkZd Lora=krk dk jkLrk viuk;s rks thou&ewY; tkrs gSa vkSj thou&ewY;ksa
esa my>h jgs rks thou Hkj iq#"k dh xqykeh dh ltk Hkqxruh iM+rh gSA ,sls esa og D;k fn'kk ys] mldh le> esa ugh vk ik
jgk gS] ijUrq fiQj Hkh dqN fL=k;ksa us jkg ryk'k yh gSA
vkfFkZd lqj{kk rks vo'; gkfly djuh gS] ijUrq mlls feyh vktknh dk nq#i;ksx ugha djuk gSμ;gh og jpukRed iQSlyk
gS tks Hkkjr dh fL=k;ksa us fy;k gS] ijUrq fiQj Hkh blds lekukUrj ,d lp ;g Hkh gS fd dqN fL=k;ka if'pe dh jkg py
iM+h gSaA buds dkj.k gekjh thou dh dlkSVh ij tkaph&ij[kh lka>h thou i¼fr] ifjokjksa dh ikou ijaijk dgha <g u tk;]
bl ckr dk Hk; lpsru yksxksa dks lrkus yxk gSA
vkfFkZd :i ls iq#"kksa ij fuHkZj u djus okyh fL=k;ksa ds pfj=k vkSj O;ogkj esa Hkh Økafrdkjh ifjorZu vk x;k gSA os vius
L=khRo dks 'kfDr'kkyh cukdj] vius O;fDrRo esa ,d u;k ifjorZu ykrha vkSj lH;rk ds fodkl dk u;k vè;k; fy[krha rks
ckr dqN vkSj Fkh] ijUrq mUgksaus ,slk ugha fd;k gSA if'pe dh L=kh ds vUnj ;qxkardkjh O;fDrRo dk mn; ugha gqvk gS] vfirq
og vius vkidks vk/qfud crkrs gq, L=kh dh nfd;kuwlh Hkwfedk esa pyh xbZ gSaA mlus tks ^vFkZ* dek;k gS mlls thou rFkk
thou ewY;ksa dks u;k vFkZ ugha feyk gS] cfYd Hkksxksa dh [kqyh NwV ikdj] lkjk la;e [kksdj mu ij VwV iM+h gSA 'kk;n og
bl ckr ls [kq'k vkSj larq"V gS fd mlus euekuh dj yhA iq#"kksa ds gkFkksa ls vFkZ dh pkHkh Nhudj mlus iq#"kksa ds lkFk ogh
fd;k tks vc rd iq#"k L=kh ds lkFk djrs vk;s gSaA ?kj dh lkjh ftEesnkfj;ksa dks mlus mBkdj iQsad fn;kA cPpksa ds izfr vius
nkf;Ro dks mlus bruk lhfer dj fy;k fd og T;knk ls T;knk nks cPpksa dks tUe nsxh] ;k fiQj dsoy ,d dks ghA dqN fL=k;ksa
us rks fcuk cPpksa ds thou dh eLrh ywVus dk iQSlyk ysrs gq, ekr`Ro dks iwjh rjg vyfonk (bye bye) dg fn;kA mudks
yxrk gS fd cPps dks tUe nsuk vius 'kjhj vkSj eu dks O;FkZ gh eqlhcr esa Mkyuk gSA xHkZ esa cPps dks j[kus ds >a>V] fiQj
izlo&ihM+k lguk vkSj fiQj mUgsa ikyus&ikslus esa viuk dherh le; u"V djuk] vius ru&eu dh mQtkZ dks cckZn djuk mUgsa
le>nkjh dh ckr ugha yxhA
if'pe dh L=kh us iq#"k ds lkFk lsDl lEcU/ksa dh bZekunkjh dks Hkh frykatfy ns nhA mls yxrk gS fd tc iq#"k gh fL=k;ksa
ds izfr bZekunkj ugha rks fL=k;ka gh D;ksa gksa\ urhtk ckj&ckj rykd] ckj&ckj 'kkfn;ka] ifjokjksa dk fo[kaMu cPpksa dks mRihM+u
vkSj Hkksxoknh thou&'kSyh ds Lohdkj ij iqf"V dh eqgjA
ijEijkxr :i ls vkt Hkh lekt esa ;g fo|eku gS fd vFkkZs&iktZu dk nkf;Ro iq#"k csgrj <ax ls fuHkk ldrk gSA L=kh
vkSj iq#"k ds chp tc rqyuk djus dh fLFkfr vkrh gS rc fo'okl L=kh ij mruk ugha fVd ikrk ftruk iq#"k ij fVdrk gSA
ijEijkxr :i ls ;g fo'okl gj L=kh iq#"k ds eu esa cSBk gSA ;gh dkj.k gS tc ifjiDo voLFkk esa ;g rc djus dh ckr
mBrh gS fd csVh dks tUe fn;k tk; ;k csVs dks rks iQSlyk csVs ds gd esa gks tkrk gSA
vkfFkZd fuHkZjrk dk dkj.k bruk lVhd vkSj etcwr gS fd bls viuh txg ls fgyk;k ugha tk ldrkA ftu lektksa esa ?kj&ifjokj
dks cuk;s j[kus dh fpark gS] tks ,slh thou 'kSyh gh pquuk pkgrs gSa ftlesa L=kh ?kj ds nkf;Ro ns[ks vkSj iq#"k vFkkZsiktZu dk]
muls rks ;g dYiuk Hkh ugha tk ldrh fd L=kh dks ukSdjh djus vFkok fdlh vU; mik; ;s iSlk dekus ds fy, ckgj fudyus
dh NwV feysxhA
Hkkjrh; lekt rks viuh laLÑfr vkSj ifjokjoknh thou'kSyh dks [kksus ds fy, drbZ rS;kj ugha gSA Hkkjrh; tkurs gSa fd
iq#"k ds fcuk L=kh v/wjh gS vkSj L=kh ds fcuk iq#"kA L=kh vkSj iq#"k ,d nwljksa dks iw.kZrk rHkh ns ldrs gSa] ,d&nwljs ds lkFk
tqM+dj rHkh jg ldrs gSa tc os nkf;Roksa ds caVokjs esa fo'okl j[krs gksaA
lanHkZ %
(i) ,e-ih- dey] (2005) ¶csfV;ka % vtUeh] vkokafNr¸ dhfrZeku izdk'kuA
(ii) izdk'k ukjk;.k urkuh] (2007) ¶dU;k Hkwz.k gR;k vkSj efgykvksa ds izfr ?kjsyw fgalk¸ cqd ,UDysoA
106

WJASR / ISSN 2249-4197

Hkfo"; ds xHkZ esa fNih lekt dh efgyk laxhr dykdkj
Mk- ehuk{kh oktisbZ
,lks- izks- (flrkj)] laxhr foHkkxè;{k
jktdh; Lukr~dksRrj egkfo|ky;
uks,Mk (xkSrecq¼uxj)
fny èkd ls jg tkrk gS tc fdlh lekpkj i=k esa ;k ,sls vkadM+s lquus esa vkrs gS fd veqd jkT; esa cM+h la[;k esa dU;kHkzw.k
gR;k gks jgh gSA vkf[kj ;s dSlk lekt gS] tgk¡ bl izdkj ds dqÑR;ksa ij vadq'k ugha yx ik jgk gSA ,slk lekt fuf'pr :i
ls vLoLFk ekufldrk dh vksj bafxr djrk gSA ,d uotkr dh cUn eqV~Bh esa Hkfo"; dk jgL; fNik gqvk gSA ;s mldk vkus
okyk dy gh crk ldrk gSA fiQj oks pkgs iq=k gks ;k iq=khA ;fn bl izdkj ds dqÑR;ksa ds dkj.k lekt esa [kksts tk;sa rks fuf'pr
:i ls ikfjokfjd ,oe~ vkfFkZd dkj.k utj vk;saxsA ifjokjksa esa dqN ,slh ikjEifjd dqizFkk,a O;ogkj esa gksrh gSa fd ifjokj ds
lnL; fo'ks"k :i ls ekrk&firk muds izHkko esa vkdj fcuk lksps&le>s vijkèk ds Hkkxhnkj cu cSBrs gSaA
,d LoLFk lekt ds fuekZ.k esa ifjokjksa ds lnL;ksa dk ;ksxnku gksrk gSA fdlh ifjokj dk lnL; (L=kh iq#"k dksbZ) oSKkfud
cu ldrk gS rks fdlh ifjokj dk ys[kd] dfo] lkfgR;dkj vFkok laxhr dykdkjA ftl Hkzw.k dks ukle>h esa [kRe fd;k tk
jgk gS ml dk lekt ds izfr Hkfo"; esa D;k ;ksxnku laHko gks ldrk gS] ;s dkSu tkurk gS\ ;g ,d xaHkhj fparu dk fo"k;gSA
blls ,d LoLFk lekt ds fuekZ.k esa uqdlku gks jgk gSA ;s dqizFkk izkphudky esa Hkh FkhA Hkkjro"kZ ds dqN jkT;ksaμ tSls jktLFkku]
gfj;k.kk esa dU;k ds tUe ysrs gh gR;k dj nh tkrh FkhA bl lksp us u tkus fdrus efgyk dykdkjksa dks [kRe dj fn;kA ,d
le; oks Hkh Fkk tc laxhr ds {ks=k esa efgyk,a vkrh gh ugha Fkh] fdUrq bl lksp ds fo:¼ LorU=krk izkfIr ds ckn vusd f'kf{kr
vkSj lEekfur ifjokjksa dh efgyk,a bl {ks=k esa vkb± vkSj Hkkjro"kZ ds loksZPp lEekfur iqjLdkj ^HkkjrjRu* ls 'kkL=kh; laxhr
ds {ks=k esa ,u] lqcky{eh o fiQYe {ks=k ls Loj dksfdyk lqJh yrk eaxs'kdj lq'kksfHkr gqb±A
orZeku oS'ohdj.k ds ;qx esa u tkus fdruh efgyk laxhr dykdkj fons'kksa esa tkdj Hkkjrh;&laLÑfr dks Å¡pkbZ;ksa dh vksj
ys tk jgh gSaA Hkkjrh; laxhr dks fo'ofo[;kr cukus esa ;ksxnku ns jgh gSaA dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k dks izksRlkfgr djus okys lekt ds
yksx ;s Hkwy tkrs gSa fd tUe&ej.k euq"; ds gkFk esa ugha gSA euq"; dks viuk lqdeZ djuk pkfg;s] vijkèk ughaA vfèkdrj
ifjokjksa esa ,slk fo'okl gS fd iq=k gh ifjokj dks vkfFkZd lcyrk ns ldrk gS] rks orZeku esa efgyk l'kfDrdj.k ds pyrs]
lekt ,oe~ ns'k dks fodkl iznku djus esa izR;sd {ks=k esa efgyk,a viuk ;ksxnku ns jgh gSaA ns'k dh ty] Fky] ok;q lsuk] ok;q;ku
pkyd] Vªsu pkyd] jktuhfr] iz'kklu] MkWDVj] bathfu;j] foKku] f'k{kk] laxhr lfgr lHkh {ks=kksa esa efgyk,a tc vius lcy
gksus dk ifjp; ns jgh gSa rks ¶dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k¸ ekufldrk esa ifjorZu D;ksa ugha gks jgk gS\ L=kh iq#"k lekt ds nks ifg;s gSaA
,d ifg;s ds VwV tkus ls lkekftd vlarqyu mRiUu gks tkrk gSA bl izdkj dh ekufldrk f'kf{kr ,oa vf'kf{kr 'kgjh vkSj
uxjh; lHkh {ks=kksa esa ikbZ tkrh gSA vkt f'kf{kr oxZ ds ykx bl izdkj ds dqÑR; djok jgs gSa] rks ;g eukso`fÙk efLr"d esa
fpark dh js[kk [khaprh gSA efLr"d ;s fopkj djus ij etcwj gks tkrk gS fd bu u"V gq;s dU;k Hkzw.k esa u tkus fdruh lekt
lsfodk] f'kf{kdk] oSKkfud vFkok dykvksa esa ikjaxr (laxhr dh dykdkj) dU;k,a gksaxh] ftUgsa lekt esa viuk vfLrRo cukus
ls oafpr dj fn;k x;kA gekjh izkphu Hkkjrh; laLÑfr nsoh 'kfDr dks ije~ 'kfDreku ,oe~ fL=k;ksa dks loksZPp LFkku ij j[krh
gSA tgk¡ nqxkZ dks L=kh dk :i ,oe~ ljLorh dks fo|k dh nsoh ekurs gSa rFkk dU;k dks y{eh dk :i ekurs gSa] ogk¡ ,slh laLÑfr
dks vkxs ys tkus esa bl izdkj ds dqÑR; lekt dks 'kfe±nk djus dh fLFkfr esa j[krs gSaA iq#"kksa ds opZLo ls izHkkfor gekjs Hkkjrh;
lekt esa efgyk,a viuh dk;Z iz.kkfy;ksa ls ifjorZu yk jgh gSaA
'kkL=kh; laxhr esa iz;qDr rky ok| i[kkot] rcyk] iQwad ok| ckalqjh] 'kgukbZ] xk;u esa èkzqin èkekj tSlh xk;u 'kSfy;k¡ iq#"kksa
ds vykok efgyk,a Hkh bUgsa xk&ctk jgh gSaA ,d iqjkuk xhr ekul iVy esa ;kn vk jgk gSμ ¶uUgsa&eqUus cPps rsjh eqV~Bh esa
D;k gS----eqV~Bh esa gS rdnhj gekjh--- geus fdLer dks o'k esa fd;k gSA¸ dqN ,slk gh dU;k Hkzw.k ds fy;s Hkh ;gh dgkuh gSA
;fn vYVªklm.M rduhdh dk lgh iz;ksx gks rks bl vijkèk ij vadq'k yx ldrk gSA ih-lh- vkSj ih-,u-Mh-Vh- ,sDV dks
izHkko'kkyh <ax ls lekt esa ykxw djuk gksxkA fpfdRlk dk;ks± dks mfpr :i nsuk gksxk ,oe~ fpfdRlk dsUnzksa dh l?ku tkap
le;&le; ij djuh gksxhA lkekftd laLFkkvksa ds ekè;e ls bl vijkèk ds izfr tkx:drk dk izpkj djuk gksxkA lekt esa
L=kh iq#"k dk leku LFkku gSA Hkkjr ljdkj dh efgyk ,oa cky fodkl ea=kh Jherh esudk xk¡èkh ds vuqlkj ¶csVh cpkvksμcsVh
i<+kvks¸ dk;ZØe ls dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k esa jksdFkke yxh gSA ns'k ds efgyk laxBuksa dks Hkh dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k ds izfr lekt dks
tkx:d djuk pkfg;sA
Hkkjr esa dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k dh ?kVuk,a ubZ ugha gS] jktLFkku] gfj;k.kk jkT;ksa esa rks ;g izkphu dky ls pyh vk jgh gSaA ;wukbVsM
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us'ku dh ,d fjiksVZ ds vkèkkj ij ipkl fefy;u dU;k,a Hkkjr dh tula[;k ls xk;c gSaA gfj;k.kk] iatkc] fnYyh] fgekpy
izns'k] xqtjkr esa ,d gtkj ij ukS lkS yM+fd;k¡ Fkha] fdUrq o"kZ 2001 esa ;g vuqikr 865 jg x;k] tcfd 1991 esa ;g vuqikr
915 FkkA lcls de vuqikr fnYyh ds nf{k.k {ks=k esa ik;k x;kA Hkkjr esa dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k dk izeq[k dkj.k vkapfyd ikfjokfjd
iwokZxzg :[k dU;kvksa ds izfr jgk gSA ifjokj esa iqf=k;ksa dh vis{kk iq=kksa ds LokLF;] [kku&iku o f'k{kk ij vfèkd è;ku fn;k
tkrk gS] ftlls yM+fd;ksa dk lkekftd fodkl ugha gks ikrk gS vkSj yM+fd;ksa dk vfLrRo gh lekIr gksus ds dxkj ij gSA
izk;% vfèkdrj ikfjokfjd o`¼ efgyk,a] de mez dh efgykvksa dks muds pj.k&Li'kZ djus ij ¶lkS iq=kksa dh ek¡ cuks¸ ,slk
vk'khokZn nsrh gSaA ftlls ;g Kkr gksrk gS fd ifjokj esa dU;kvksa dh vis{kk iq=kksa dh pkgr vfèkd gSA D;ksafd ,slh efgykvksa
dks ;g fo'okl jgrk gS fd yM+ds gh ifjokj dk oa'k vkxs ys tk;saxs vkSj os gh Hkj.k&iks"k.k djsaxsA blhfy;s os ?kj dh efgykvksa
ls vDlj dgrh gSa fdμ¶nwèkks ugkvks] iwrks iQyks¸ blh izdkj ds eqgkojksa dk iz;ksx vk'khokZn ds :i esa djrh gSaA 2011 dh
fczfV'k tujy ysulsV ds vuqlkj ckjg fefy;u Hkkjrh; dU;k Hkzw.k dks fiNys rhu n'kdksa esa [kRe fd;k x;kA
Hkkjr dh ¶efgyk ,oe~ cky fodkl¸ ea=kh Jherh esudk xk¡èkh us drkj ds vy tk ftjk U;wt pSuy ij dgk fd Hkkjr
esa izfrfnu dU;k Hkzw.k dh gR;k djuk ,d izeq[k leL;k gSA vkt ds vuqlkj izfrfnu nks gtkj yM+fd;ka tUe ds rqjUr ckn
[kRe dj nh tkrh gSaA ;wukbVsM us'ku dh fjiksVZ ds vuqlkj ;g la[;k lkr gtkj gSA fgUnqLrku if=kdk esa izdkf'kr ¶csfV;ksa dks
er cukvks ckfydk oèkq¸ esa lksfurk vyhtknsg us viuh vki chrh ftUnxh dh ?kVuk dks izdkf'kr fd;k] tks viQxku xkf;dk
cu dj vkRefuHkZj cuha vkSj ftUnxh dh yM+kbZ esa liQy gqb±A vkfFkZd dkj.kksa ls vki dh ftUnxh dk nksgu gqvkA vkius dgk
¶laxhr esa cM+h rkdr gS¸ budh ftUnxh dk lans'k laxhr ds ekè;e ls lkjh nqfu;k esa igq¡p jgk gSA lekt esa tks ifjokj vius
vkarfjd ?kjsyw fojksèk ds ckn Hkh dU;kvksa dks tUe nsrs gSa mUgsa lekt esa ckgj vk dj [kqy dj cksyuk pkfg;sA ,sls ifjokjksa
dks vkfFkZd :i ls efgyk lekt lsfodkvksa }kjk lgk;rk iznku djuh pkfg;sA D;ksafd dqN ifjokj dU;kvksa ds ngst o mUgsa
fdl izdkj cM+k djsaxs] ds Mj ls mudh gR;k dj nsrs gSaA vr% xjhc ifjokj dh vkfFkZd lgk;rk djuh pkfg;sA dqN fnu iwoZ
Vsfyfotu ds ¶th¸ pSuy ij xk;u dh vUrk{kjh dk;ZØe esa ,d dU;k ds ekrk&firk us ;s dgk fd eSa viuh csVh ij xoZ
djrk gw¡ fd ml us xk;u ,oa u`R; ds mRÑ"V dk;ZØe dh izLrqfr nh] ftlls csVh ds dkj.k mUgsa Hkh Vsfyfotu ij yksxksa us
tkukA dqN yksx vkt ds tekus esa ;s dgus yxs gSa fd gekjs fy;s csVh] csVksa ds cjkcj gSA ;s lekt esa csVh ds izfr cnyrs :[k
dks bafxr djrk gS] D;ksafd csfV;k¡ lekt esa le; ifjorZu ds lkFk viuk vyx LFkku cukus esa leFkZ gks jgha gSa] ftlesa
ekrk&firk] llqjky lHkh txg muds izfr lksp cny jgh gSA ljdkj }kjk mu jkT;ksa esa fo'ks"k 'kSf{kd dk;ZØe pykus pkfg;sa]
tgka ls bl izdkj dh ?kVukvksa dh vfèkd lwpuk;sa vkrh gSaA èkeZ o vkè;kRe ls tqM+s fo}kuksa dks vkxs vkdj yksxksa dks dU;k
Hkzw.kgR;k tSls dqÑR;ksa ds lEcUèk esa èkkfeZd egRo ds lkFk le>kuk pkfg;s fd i<+h&fy[kh yM+fd;ka ?kj dh jks'kuh gksrh gSa
rFkk lekt dk larqyu cuk;s j[kus esa lgk;d fl¼ gksrh gSaA f'k{kk ds ekè;e ls gh bl izdkj dh dqjhfr;ksa dks lekIr fd;k
tk ldrk gSA
lanHkZμ

1- w.ncbi.him.bhih.go
¶Hkkjr esa dU;k Hkzw.kgR;k¸ vydk xqIrk
2- ¶iQhesy iQksVlkbM bf.M;kl fVªfdax cksaEc¸
g~;weu jkbV] ,f'k;k bf.M;k owesu
3- ¶n fgUnw¸ iQjojh 2016 (if=kdk)
¶dfeax Vw xzqi fon iQhesy iQksfVlkbM¸
4- fgUnqLrku (lekpkj if=kdk) 1 ebZZ 2016
¶csfV;ksa dks er cukvks ckfyd oèkw¸
lksfurk vyhtknsg (viQxku xkf;dk)
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